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FORTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY 

OF 

The  Nkw   York:  Associaxiok 

FOR 

Imppovinj  the  Condition  of  the  poo?. 

Held  at  7p  Fourth  A^'emie,  New  York  City, 
October  8th,  1888. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  The  Association  was  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  JOHX  BOWNE,  upon  whose  motion  the  Reverend 
Wn.LiAM  R.  Huntington,  D.  D.  was  called  to  the  Chair, 
and  Henry  E.  Crampton,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  was  submitted  b\- 
the  General  Agent,  Mr.  FRANCIS  S.  LONGWORTH,  who  also 
laid  before  the  Meeting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Robert  B.  Minturn,  and  the  Annual  Report  of  Mr. 
George  C.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  several  reports  were  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  JOHN  Paton  and  Mr.  F.  S. 
LONCiWORTH  for  revision  and  approval. 

Mr.  John  Bowne  and  Mr.  Lemuel  R.  Purdv,  were  ap- 
pointed Inspectors  of  the  Election  for  the  new  Board  of 
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Managers,  and  Mr.  F.  S.  LONGWORTH  was  nominated  to  act 
as  Teller. 

The  Inspectors  having  reported  that  they  had  kept  the 
polls  open  for  at  least  one-half  hour,  and  the  Teller  having 
been  called  upon  to  declare  the  result  of  the  election,  he 
reported  that  the  following  Members  had  been  duly  elected 
to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  namely  : 


CONSTANT  A.  ANDREWS, 
GEORGE  BLAGDEN. 
JOHN  BOWNE, 
GEORGE  CALDER, 
GEORGE  C.  CLARK, 
HENRY  E.  CRAMPTON,  M.  D. 
R.  FULTON  CUTTING, 
FREDERIC  GALLATIN, 
JAMES  GALLATIN, 
WM.  GASTON  HAMILTON, 
WM.  R.  HUNTINGTON,  D.  D. 
EDV^ARD  H.  JANES,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  JONES, 


ROBERT  B.  MINTURN, 
STEPHEN  H.  OLIN, 
JOHN  PATON, 
HOWARD  POTTER, 
WM.  H.  SCHIEFFELIN, 
JAMES  A.  SCRYMSER, 
GOUVERNEUR  M.  SMITH,  M.  D. 
T.  FRANKLIN  SMITH,  M.  1). 
ADAM  W.  SPIES, 
RUTHERFURD  ST  U  YVES  ANT, 
WALTER  L.  SUYDAM, 
GENERAL  WAGER  SWAYNE, 
JONATHAN  THORNE. 


1888] 


FORTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


5 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


JOHN  PATON. 

HOWARD  POTTER,  W.  R.  HUNTINGTON,  D.  D. 

ADAM  W.  SPIES,  R.  FULTON  CUTTING, 

HENRY  E.  CRAMPTON,  M.  D. 

ROBERT  B.  MINTURN. 

GEORGE  CALDER. 

JOHN    L.  CADWALADER. 

(»>cncval  ^(\t\\t 

FRANCIS  S.  LONGWORTH. 


Elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  held 
October  29th,  1888. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


At  the  Stated  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  held 
February  13th,  1888,  the  Chair  laid  before  them  the  following 
preambles  and  resolutions,  which,  on  motion,  were  unani- 
mously adopted  : 

WXtXm,  The  Board  of  Managers  of  The  New  York 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor,  have  learned  with  deep  sorrow  of  the  death  of  their 
late  colleague 

MR.  ADOLPHUS  F.  WARBURTON, 

who  died  in  this  city  on  the  lOth  day  of  January,  1888  ;  and 

WlUXW,  Mr.  Warburton,  since  the  t  ime  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Association  in  the  year  1867,  has  proved 
himself  in  all  his  various  relations  with  it  as  Visitor,  Member 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  Member  of  Standing  Committees 
and  Special  Committees,  to  be  a  faithful  and  zealous  worker, 
with  broad  and  tender  sympathies  in  charity  and  in  spirit, 
judicious  in  counsel  and  prompt  in  action,  therefore, 

^§mlVnl,  That  the  Board  do  hereby  expre,ss  then-  high 
appreciation  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Warburton,  and  the 
deep  sense  of  loss  which  they  have  sustained. 

That  the  foregoing  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
and  that  a  certified  copy  be  forwarded  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


At  the  Board  Meeting  held  April  9th,  1888,  the  following 
resolution  relating  to  the  death  of 

MR.  JOSEPH  W.  DREXEL, 

who  had  served  the  Association  as  a  Vice-President  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for  several  years,  was,  on 
motion,  voted,  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes,  and  a 
suitable  copy  forwarded  to  the  family  of  the  deceased, 
namely  : 

H^bCtCH.'Ji,  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  the  Managers  of 
The  New  York  Association  for  Improvtno  the  Con- 
dition OF  THE  Poor,  have  learned  of  the  death  of  their 
esteemed  associate,  Mr.  JOSEPH  W.  Drexel,  who  was, 
during  a  number  of  }'ears,  a  Vice-President  of  the  Associa- 
tion and^member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  ;  and 

WXtXm,  To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  Association 
the  loss  comes  with  especial  force.  The  blank  caused  by  his 
removal  will  be  sensibh'  felt.  His  patience  and  benevolence 
were  widely  known,  his  courteous  demeanor  a  pleaslire  to  his 
colleagues,  and  his  love  for  his  kind  proverbial  ;  therefore, 

^CSiOlred,  That  the  new  York  Association  for  Im- 
proving THE  Condition  of  the  Poor  desire  to  place  on 
record  this  expression  of  their  regard  for  their  late  associate 
who  was  so  long  identified  with  the  work  of  the  Association. 
The  Board  of  Managers  are  glad  to  testify  to  his  Christian 
character  and  gentlemanly  demeanor,  and  to  express  their 
deep  s>-mpath\-  for  his  bereaved  familw 


IN  MEMORIAM 


At  a  meeting-  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  held  on  the  8th 
day  of  October,  1888,  the  following  minute  regarding  the 
death  of 

MR.  WILLIAM  A.  W.  STEWART 

was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Mr.  William  A,  W.  Stewart,  for  many  years  a  member 
of  The  New  York  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor,  was  elected  a  member  of  its 
Board  of  Managers  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held  in  October, 
1887. 

He  was  assigned  for  duty  on  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
entered  at  once  upon  an  intelligent  and  searching  inquiry  of 
the  method  and  plan  of  the  work  of  the  Association,  with 
broad  and  comprehensive  views  of  its  true  character,  jealous 
for  the  preservation  of  its  integrity,  displa}'ing  in  many  ways 
an  unusually  warm,  personal  interest  in  its  affairs  and  giving 
every  assurance  of  becoming  one  of  the  most  active  and 
useful  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

On  the  lOth  of  March  last,  two  da}'s  before  the  blizzard, 
Mr.  Stewart,  in  company  with  some  chosen  friends,  sailed 
in  his  }'acht,  "  Cythera,"  for  Bermuda,  intending  to  be  absent 
about  six  weeks.  But  the  "Cythera"  has  not  since  been 
seen  nor  heard  from. 

Mr.  Stewart's  will  has  been  offered  for  probate,  and  all 
hope  of  his  being  restored  to  his  friends  has  been  abandoned. 

Therefore  be  it 

^mlVtA,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  The  New  York 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor  do  hereby  express  their  deep  sorrow  for  the  loss  of 
their  esteemed  associate,  and  would  tender  to  his  family  the 
assurance  of  their  profound  sympathy  in  the  calamity  which 
has  overtaken  them. 

^§mlVn\,  That  the  fo  regoing  be  spread  upon  the  ininutes, 
and  a  certified  cop)'  be  forwarded  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  statistics  set  forth  in  the  various  Appendices  to  this 
report  reflect  the  important  work  accomplished  by  the  Asso- 
ciation during"  the  season  just  closed,  and  it  assuredly  must 
be  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  after  forty- 
five  years  of  earnest  and  painstaking  endeavor,  the  Society 
finds  itself  in  the  front  rank  of  the  well  ordered  and  firmly 
established  charities  of  New  York. 

The  relfef  work  has  been  well  done,  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment kept  in  activity,  the  wood-yard  returns  were  satisfactory, 
the  Sewing  Department — a  bright  and  growing  feature  of  our 
work — has  been  amplified  and  enlarged,  and  the  general  ex- 
penditure of  the  Society  administered  with  due  regard  to 
economy.  Patience  and  perseverance  have  characterized  the 
labors  of  all,  and  it  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  confidence 
and  hope  that  we  approach  the  labors  of  another  season. 

But  if  we  have  cause  for  rejoicing  at  the  good  accomplished, 
we  have  reason  to  lament  the  inroads  of  death.  A  glance 
at  our  mortuary  list  fills  us  with  regret.  Since  our  Board 
meeting  at  the  opening  of  the  year  just  closed  sad  changes 
have  taken  place,  and  the  Destroyer's  footsteps  have  been 
busy  in  our  midst.  Most  of  us  have  been  cheered  by  the  light 
of  prosperity,  but  some  have  been  darkened  by  the  shadows 
of  sorrow.  Tl;ere  are  empty  chairs  around  our  Board. 
Buoyant  and  benevolent  spirits  that  lately  rejoiced  in  their 
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health  and  delighted  in  every  good  work,  have  succumbed, 
and  voices  that  last  season  were  raised  in  greeting  are  hushed 
and  silent  in  the  grave. 

MR.  JOHN  BOWNE. 

After  a  long  and  faithful  service  of  eleven  years,  Mr.  Bowne 
has  been  constrained  by  the  condition  of  his  health  to  resign 
the  arduous  duties  of  General  Agent.  Bringing  to  the  Asso- 
ciation valuable  experience  gained  in  other  important  spheres 
of  duty,  he  has  for  years  been  recognized  as  a  leading  authority 
on  all  questions  of  charitable  work  and  sanitary  reform. 
Commanding  clear  and  elegant  diction,  and  possessed  of  liter- 
ary ability  of  a  high  order,  his  pen  has  done  valuable  service. 
His  reports  and  other  official  papers  have  been  widely  read 
and  often  quoted.  His  executive  talents  admirably  reor- 
ganized the  work  of  the  Association,  and  introduced  a  system 
manifestly  of  great  utility  and  excellent  service.  He  leaves 
the  work  of  this  Society  in  better  order  and  covering  a  more 
extended  sphere  in  its  field  of  usefulness  than  ever  before  in 
the  history  of  the  Association. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  the  Board  of  Managers  felt 
obliged  to  accept  Mr.  Bowne's  resignation,  but  they  gladly 
avail  themselves  of  his  wise  counsel  and  advice  in  assisting 
to  prosecute  the  good  work  to  w^hich  so  many  years  of  his 
life  have  been  devoted,  and  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  record 
that  he  will  retain  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  every  one 
connected  with  "The  New  York  Association  for  Improving 
the  Condition  of  the  Poor." 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  held  at  the 
Association's  rooms,  79  Fourth  Avenue,  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1888,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

"  Referring  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  John  Bowne,  as  Gen- 
eral  Agent  of  the  Association  :  upon  the  recommendation 
'*  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  following  resolution  was 
"  moved,  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted,  namely  : 


1888] 


FORTY-FIFTH   ANNUAL  REPORT. 


11 


"  The  Board  of  Managers  of  '  The  New  York  Association 
"  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,'  having  received 
with  regret  the  resignation  by  Mr.  John  Bowne,  of  the  office 
of  Corresponding  Secretary  and  General  Agent,  a  position 
he  has  filled  with  signal  efficiency  for  the  past  twelve  years, 
hereby  records  its  sincere  appreciation  of  the  services  he 
has  rendered  to  this  Association  and  to  the  poor  of  the 
City  of  New  York. 

"  Coming  with  the  ripened  experience  of  many  years  of 
study  of  sociological  problems,  he  has  applied  himself  with 

"  zeal  and  discretion  to  the  development  of  the  practical  work 
of  our  Society,  not  only  along  the  lines  of  effort  marked  out 
by  its  founders,  but  also  in  those  indicated  by  the  changing 
conditions  of  our  swiftly  growing  city.  He  has  managed 
the  great  trust  committed  to  him  with  minute  attention  to 
detail,  courteous  demeanor  and  absolute  integrity.  Standing 
between  the  Association  and  its  beneficiaries,  he  has,  with 
unerring  sympathy  and  firm  judgment,  commanded  the 
respect,  while  winning  the  affection  of  all. 
"The  Board, with  grateful  acknowledgment,  hereby  directs 

*'  that  a  ^opy  of  this  record  be  suitably  engrossed,  framed 

"  and  presented  to  Mr.  Bowne,  and  that  it  be  also  spread 

"  upon  our  minutes." 

MR.  F.  S.  LONGWORTH. 

Appreciating  the  importance  of  the  office  of  General  Agent, 
and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  filling  Mr.  Bowne's  place,  the 
Board  of  Managers  spent  much  time  in  looking  out  for  a  suc- 
cessor. After  careful  inquiry  their  choice  fell  upon  Mr.  F.  S. 
Longworth,  the  able  Secretary  of  the  City  Mission  of  Law- 
rence, Mass.,  which  he  had  raised  from  a  humble  beginning 
to  one  of  the  best  managed  charitable  associations  in  the 
country.  The  pastors  of  all  denominations  in  Lawrence 
united  in  recommending  Mr.  Longworth,  and  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms  of  his  character  and  efficiency,  their  only  regret 
being  his  departure  for  a  larger  sphere. 

Previously  to  his  connection  with  the  Mission  at  Lawrence, 
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Mr.  Longworth  had  a  wide  experience  in  charitable  work  in 
this  city,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  have  every  reason  to 
beHeve  that  he  will  prove  an  efficient  and  useful  General 
Agent. 

The  Sanitary  Department. 

On  reference  to  Appendix  "  D,"  annexed  hereto,  will  be 
seen  the  volume  of  work  accomplished  during  the  season  by 
this  department.  What  was  stated  last  year  in  respect  to 
this  important  phase  of  the  Society's  endeavor  will  bear 
repetition,  and  the  following  statements  concerning  the  value 
of  Sanitary  Reform  are  taken  from  the  pages  of  our  last 
Annual  Report. 

The  rules  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  inspectors  and 
visitors,  and  the  exposition  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature 
bearing  on  the  subject  are  so  valuable,  that  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  presenting  them  once  again  in  the  same  concise  form 
in  which  they  were  set  out  last  year,  feeling  assured  that  they 
will  still  be  read  with  interest. 

The  inspection  of  tenement  houses  still  receives  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  Association.  There  can  be  no  surer  way  for 
improving  the  condition  of  the  poor  than  by  improving  the 
condition  of  their  homes.  That  the  present  condition  of  a 
majority  of  these  homes  is  deplorable  cannot  be  denied.  In- 
deed it  is  not  in  the  power  of  words  fully  to  depict  the  state 
of  these  so-called  homes  as  they  now  abound  in  the  city's 
tenements.  And  when  it  is  considered  that  careful  estimates 
point  to  the  fact  that  before  thirty  years  shall  have  passed  by, 
the  population  of  the  City  of  New  York  will  number  four  mil- 
lion souls,  the  question  of  the  condition  of  the  masses,  who 
will  obviously  reach  their  maturity  under  influences  pernicious 
in  every  sense,  becomes  appalling. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Association  from  its  organization 
have  dwelt  upon  the  necessity  of  tenement  house  reform. 
But  the  report  of  the  year  1879  be  said  to  mark  an  epoch 
in  the  Association's  history.  That  report  produced  a  marked 
sensation,  and  was  noticed,  not  only  by  the  press  generally, 
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but  also  from  the  pulpit,  and  the  good  effects  arising  from  it 
are  still  visible.  If  it  should  be  asked,  where  is  the  remedy 
for  all  this,  it  is  sufficient  to  keep  constantly  before  the  public 
view  the  existence  of  the  evil. 

Largely  owing  to  the  enlightened  efforts  of  friends  of 
sanitary  reform  in  this  city,  New  York  now  enjoys  a  most 
comprehensive  sanitary  code,  administered  by  the  efficient 
Board  of  Health  of  the  metropolis,  under  its  able  president, 
Mr.  James  C.  Bayles. 

For  many  years  the  efforts  of  this  Society  have  been  devoted 
to  sanitary  questions,  and  we  may  fairly  claim  credit  for  the 
formation  of  public  opinion  and  the  promotion  of  the  legisla- 
tion under  which  the  Health  Department  now  carries  on  its 
extended  and  invaluable  operations.  At  one  time  this  work 
was  entrusted  to  the  Police  Department  of  the  city,  but  its 
action  was  necessarily  spasmodic  and  often  unscientific.  The 
present  Board  of  Health  is  a  most  complete  and  admirably 
organized  department  of  the  city  government,  has  ample 
funds  at  its  disposal,  and  commands  the  services  of  some  of 
the  ablest  experts  in  all  its  varied  and  extended  operations. 

All  complaints  emanating  from  this  Association  receive 
the  immediate  and  careful  attention  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, and  we  are  at  once  notified  what  action  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  take.  Beyond  bringing  the  infringements 
of  the  Sanitary  Code  under  the  notice  of  the  Department, 
which  will  be  done  regularly  and  systematically  in  the  future, 
it  would  be  unwise  for  us  to  go.  Our  visitors  in  every  part 
of  this  great  city,  are  brought  closely  into  contact  with 
the  poor  in  their  homes,  and  they  necessaril}'  are  among  the 
first  who  see  when  the  laws  of  health  have  been  infringed. 
We  are,  therefore,  constantly  in  the  receipt  of  information 
and  of  complaints,  and  our  province  should  now  be  to  submit 
this  information,  in  proper  form,  to  the  Health  Department, 
and  leave  it  to  apply  the  remedies  which  are  all  within  its 
control. 

Design  of  the  Society. 
Although  the  design  of  this  Association  and  its  modes  of 
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operation  have  been  fully  and  frequently  presented  in  previous 
reports,  the  following  summary  statement  of  its  objects  and 
principles  are  subjoined  for  the  information  of  new  members 
and  visitors  : 

The  design  of  this  Association  is  the  elevation  of  the  moral 
and  physical  condition  of  the  indigent  ;  and  so  far  as  is  com- 
patible with  this,  the  relief  of  their  necessities. 

All  subscribers  and  members  are  entitled  to  a  package  of 
orders,  which  will  enable  them  to  refer  applicants  to  the 
Association  for  relief. 

The  following  instructions  will  be  found  upon  each 
package  : 

To  Members  and  Subscribers. 

By  postiiT-g  these  cards  you  will  secure  prompt  relief  for 
applicants  referred,  and  reports  on  them.  Do  not  give  the 
cards  to  applicants  for  delivery,  except  in  cases  which  are 
urgent,  and  then  please  drop  a  postal  or  line  by  post  to  the 
Association  advising  your  having  done  so. 

Some  applicants  receiving  orders  for  visitation  do  not 
present  them,  and  falsely  report  that  the  Association  refuses 
to  do  anything  for  their  relief. 

The  Objects  of  this  Association 
Are  the  promotion  cf  whatever  tends  to  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  poor  ;  it  endeavors — 

1.  To  see  that  all  deserving  cases  of  destitution  are 
promptly  relieved. 

2.  To  elevate  the  home  life,  health  and  habits  of  the  poor. 

3.  To  make  employment  the  basis  of  relief. 

4.  To  reduce  vagrancy  and  pauperism,  and  ascertain  their 
true  cause. 

5.  To  prevent  indiscriminate  and  duplicate  alms-giving. 

6.  To  secure  the  community  from  imposture,  and 

7.  To  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  dwellings  of 
the  poor. 

Assistance  is  thus  rendered  not  only  with  great  caution, 
but  also  with  secrecy  and  delicacy,  for  it  is  unknown  to  any 
except  the  visitor  and  grocer.  No  degradation,  consequently, 
follows  such  relief,  nor  is  it  the  means  of  undermining  one 
right  principle,  or  of  enfeebling  one  well-directed  impulse. 
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The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  fundamental  rules  by 
which  the  Association  is  governed  : 

1.  To  give  relief  only  after  a  personal  investigation  of  each 
case  and  inquiry  upon  the  spot. 

2.  To  give  necessary  articles,  and  only  what  is  immediately 
necessary. 

3.  To  give  what  is  least  susceptible  of  abuse. 

4.  To -give  only  in  small  quantities  in  proportion  to 
immediate  need  ;  and  less  than  might  be  procured  by  labor, 
except  in  cases  of  sickness. 

5.  To  give  assistance  at  the  right  moment  :  not  to  prolong 
it  beyond  the  duration  of  the  necessity  which  calls  for  it  ; 
but  to  extend,  restrict  and  modify  relief  as  may  be  found 
necessary,  after  conference  with  the  Superintendent. 

6.  To  require  of  each  beneficiary  abstinence  from  inloxi-  . 
eating  liquors  as  a  beverage  ;  of  such  as  have  young  children 
of  proper  age,  that  they  be  kept  at  school,  unless  prevented 
by  unavoidable  circumstances  ;  and  to  apprentice  those  of 
suitable  years  to  some  trade,  or  send  them  to  service.  The 
design  of  all  this  being  to  make  the  poor  a  party  to  their  own 
improvement  and  elevation,  the  wilful  violation  or  disregard 
of  these  rules  debars  them  from  further  relief. 

7.  To  give  no  relief  to  recent,  immigrants  having  claims  on 
the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  or  other  legitimate 
source,  except  in  very  urgent  cases,  after  which  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  Association  towards  them  shall  cease. 

8.  To  give  no  aid  to  persons  who.  from  infirmity,  imbe- 
cility, old  age,  or  any  other  cause,  are  likely  to  continue 
unable  to  earn  their  own  support,  and  consequently  to  be 
permanently  dependent,  except  in  extreme  cases  for  two  or 
three  days. 

9.  To  discontinue  relieving  all  who  manifest  a  purpose  to 
depend  on  alms  rather  than  their  own  exertions  for  support, 
and  whose  further  maintenance  would  be  incompatible  with 
their  good  and  the  objects  of  the  Association. 

As  it  would  here  be  impracticable  to  give  a  detailed  expo- 
sition of  the  foregoing  rules,  members  and  others  are  referred, 
for  this  purpose,  to  the  Visitor's  Manual,  and  other  published 
documents  and  reports. 

Two  or  three  important  results  involved  in  the  observance 
of  the  foregoing  rules  deserve  notice.  First,  by  refusing  aid. 
to  the  persons  described,  none  are  necessarily  left  to  suffer. 
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Even  those  who  obstinately  persist  in  their  vicious  courses, 
and  cannot  be  relieved  by  this  charity  without  injury  to  them 
and  the  community,  still  have  a  resource  in  the  legal  relief  to 
which  they  are  referred,  so  that  all  are  cared  for.  Second,  the 
Association  does  not  supersede  existing  charities,  but  so  far 
as  is  practicable,  makes  them  available  to  those  for  whom 
they  are  designed.  Third,  that  it  is  governed  by  such  humane 
and  econominal  considerations  as  have  most  important  moral 
and  social  bearings  on  the  individuals  concerned  and  the 
public. 

Visitors  should  study  these  rules  so  as  to  qualify  themselves 
for  the  intelligent  and  judicious  discharge  of  their  highly 
important  and  responsible  duties. 

The  attention  of  members  is  also  called  to  the  said  rules, 
and  their  co-operation  with  the  Visitors  most  earnestly 
solicited.  Without  this  the  great  and  difficult  work  in  which 
the  Association  is  engaged  cannot  be  effectually  accom- 
plished. 

Applications  '  are  not  unfrequently  made  at  unseasonable 
times  and  hours  by  professedly  homeless  needy  persons  for 
immediate  relief,  or  for  the  means  of  procuring  lodging  for  the 
night ;  and  those  applied  to  are  often  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose 
of  such  cases.  Generally  such  persons  are  impostors,  and 
artfully  urge  their  appeal  under  circumstances  which  preclude 
investigation  and  are  most  likely  to  induce  relief.  If  un- 
known, they  should  not  be  aided,  but  sent  to  one  of  the  nearest 
station  houses,  which  are  always  open  for  their  reception. 

The  Sewing  Department. 

This  is  a  new  and  pleasing  phase  of  the  society's  labor,  and 
has  afforded  the  managers  an  opportunity,  in  many  instances, 
to  make  employment  the  basis  of  relief  to  families  who  might 
have  been  somewhat  demoralized  by  the  granting  of  aid  with- 
out an  equivalent.  It  was  commenced  in  October  and  closed 
in  December  of  1886  for  that  season,  having  made  a  good 
beginning  though  a  modest  one.  Resuming  work  in  October 
1887  it  continued  in  full  operation  till  the  end  of  the  following 
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March  under  careful  supervision,  and  from  the  results  ac- 
complished, fully  justified  its  creation,  and  gives  earnest 
of  much  future  usefulness.  The  statistics  contained  in 
Appendix  "E"  hereto  annexed  show  the  volume  of  work 
and  its  cost  during  the  last  season.  Having  been  commenced 
as  a  tentative  scheme  it  is  in  practical  utility  no  longer  such. 
Its  value  as  a  test  of  the  willingness  of  mothers  and  daughters 
in  need  of  work  to  accept  the  employment  offered,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  to  do  it  well,  has  been  undoubtedly 
proved,  and  we  look  with  much  assurance  and  pleasure  to  the 
continuation  of  this  efficient  labor  test,  with  such  modifica- 
tions as  appear  to  be  called  for. 

Fresh  Air  Work. 
Appendix  "  F  "  to  this  report  shows  what  has  been  accom- 
plished in  this  department,  and  though  the  work  has  not  been 
equal  in  extent  to  that  of  the  previous  year,  what  has  been 
done  was  most  efficient.  The  superintendence  appeared  to 
have  been  perfect,  the  visitors'  zeal  unflagging,  and  the  re- 
sults to  the  mothers  and  children  most  refreshing  and  bene- 
ficial. The  charity  was  kindly  administered  to  every  bene- 
ficiary anfl  most  thankfully  appreciated  by  all.  The  cordial 
co-operation  of  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  the  Tribune 
Fresh  Air  Fund,  St.  John's  Guild,  and  the  Bartholdi 
Creche  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society,  were  admirable 
factors  in  the  work  and  to  each  we  tender  our  hearty  thanks. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  we  are  not  deterred  in  our  con- 
stant visitations  to  the  homes  of  poverty  and  want  by  the 
arctic  rigors  of  the  frost  laden  blizzard  nor  the  torrid  anger  of 
the  summer  sun.  Knowing  from  a  long  experience  that 
families  suffer  ofttimes  more  when  the  mercur}'  rises  into  the 
nineties,  than  when  it  is  at  zero,  we  stretch  out  our  hand  to 
the  fever-haunted  family  in  the  confined  atmosphere  of  the 
tenement  house  when  its  lowly  life  lies  hot  and  withering  in 
the  feverish  air.  Our  earnest  hope  is  that  at  no  distant  day 
"The  New  York  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition 
of  the  Poor  "  may  have  a  summer  "  Health  Home  "  of  its  own, 
under  the  very  efficient  supervision  of  our  present  Superin- 
tendent of  Relief ;  that  this  beautiful  part  of  its  work  may 
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expand  and  become  permanently  connected  with  its  other 
labors. 

In  conclusion  it  only  remains  to  be  said  that  the  unprece- 
dented drain  on  our  Treasury  during  the  last  season  has 
taxed  the  resources  of  the  Society  to  their  utmost  and  we  feel 
confident  that  this  fact  needs  only  be  known  to  ensure  from 
our  patrons  and  the  public  their  material  support.  The  means 
adopted  for  our  methods  of  work,  as  simple  as  they  are 
efficient,  constitute  of  themselves  a  guarantee  of  good  service, 
and  all  who  desire  to  assist  misfortune  and  distress  cannot  do 
better  than  to  enlist  the  co-operation  of  this  long  established 
Association  now  working  on  a  definite,  practical  and  well 
matured  system. 

THE  GENERAL  AGENT'S  REPORT. 

The  inexorable  wheel  of  time  having  just  completed  an 
additional  circle  has  placed  us  upon  the  threshold  of  another 
year.  The  Association  has  passed  a  further  milestone  on 
its  beneficent  journey  of  life  and  the  efflux  of  time  invites 
a  retrospect.  Halting  then  upon  the  doorstep  of  the  opening 
season  and  looking  back  to  review  the  year  just  closed,  the 
survey  seems  encouraging. 

The  Relief  Department  of  the  Association  has  been  ampli- 
fied, extended  and  efficient.  When  we  contemplate  the 
amount  of  work  actually  accomplished  and  consider  that 
2330  more  families  (embracing  10,000  individuals)  have  been 
relieved  during  the  past  year,  than  the  one  previous,  without 
any  great  increase  to  the  Visiting  Staff,  the  results  become 
the  more  marked  and  the  severe  strain  brought  upon  the 
force  becomes  at  once  apparent.  If  the  expenditure,  there- 
fore, for  the  year  1887-88  has  exceeded  all  other  years  the 
exigencies  of  the  period  warranted  the  outlay.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  this  very  considerable  addition  to  the  number 
of  applications  arose  on  account  of  an  abnormal  increase  of 
pauperism.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case.  It  was 
caused  I  believe  almost  wholly  by  the  large  number  of 
worthy  poor — mostly  day  laborers — who  were  thrown  out 
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of  work  during  the  early  part  of  last  winter  from  cir- 
cumstances over  which  they  had  no  control.  As  an 
Association,  we  are  marching  slowly,  but  I  believe  surel)^ 
along  the  lines  of  improvement  up  to  the  requirements 
of  a  charitable  society  abreast  of  the  times,  capable  of 
meeting  the  reasonable  requirements  of  the  community 
and  of  fulfilling  the  expectations  of  its  sagacious  founders. 
Application  and  vigilance  seem  all  that  are  now  required  to 
insure  progress  and  establish  success. 

These  pleasing  results  are  attributable  to  the  sympathetic 
and  large-hearted  management  of  our  former  greatly 
esteemed  General  Agent,  Mr.  Bowne  ;  to  the  judicious  and 
unceasing  energy  of  Mrs.  FuUerton,  the  efficient  Superin- 
tendent of  Relief,  and  to  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  corps  of 
Visitors  and  Assistants.  All  and  each  have  done  their  part 
with  that  wide-wake  heartiness  which  is  ever  incumbent  on 
those  who  assume  the  exacting  duties  of  almoners  of  the 
poor. 

Taking  high  and  potential  ground  and  a  most  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  meaning  of  charity  as  applied  to  the  condi- 
tions of  a^live  and  growing  city  like  New  York,  forty-five 
years  ago,  the  founders  of  the  Association,  grappling  with  a 
portentous  problem  and  grasping  the  subject  with  a  master 
han-d,  laid  the  foundations — deep  and  strong — of  a  charity  as 
efficient  then,  as  it  has  been  solid  and  lasting. 

The  Christian  graces  of  heart  as  well  as  the  shrewd  attri- 
butes of  mind  were  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  outcome  of 
their  unselfish  deliberations  for  the  well  being  of  their  un- 
fortunate fellows.  Their  charity  taught  them  to  rejoice  in 
the  good  of  others,  and  they  bound  themselves  together 
with  high  minded  zeal  in  the  endeavor  to  dispel  those 
baneful  influences  which  separate  man  from  man  and  disturb 
the  affiliations  and  harmonies  of  life. 

Without  doubt  the  expression  of  their  thoughts  can  now 
be  most  advantageously  read  and  pondered  by  every  student 
of  social  problems.  They  saw  the  conditions  of  human 
progress  very  clearly  and  there  was  great  benevolence  in 
all  their  tendencies.    They  aimed  to  reduce  vice  and  ignor- 
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ance  in  the  city  by  the  general  elevation  of  the  great 
masses  of  the  people,  and  their  efforts  for  the  abolition  of 
mendicancy  were  unremitting.  We  are  struck,  as  we  read 
their  glowing  thoughts,  by  the  one  commanding  character- 
istic of  their  united  zeal,  namely,  the  tendency  in  all  their 
movements  to  expansion  and  diffusion.  This  tendency  was 
directly  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  exclusiveness  and  restriction 
which  prevailed  in  the  ages  past.  They  saw  human  action 
ranging  freer  and  more  unconfined,  the  privileged  individual 
becoming  less  and  the  human  race  becoming  more.  They 
perceived  with  unerring  foresight  the  multitude  arising  from 
the  dust  and  they  desired  to  extend  to  them  a  helping  hand. 
The  outcome  of  their  patient  labor  is  our  present  position  as 
a  Society.  . 

They  desired  to  see  a  reasonable  investigation  of  every  case 
their  alms  relieved  before  those  alms  went  out,  but  were 
slow  and  cautious  in  forming  unfavorable  opinions  or  in  im- 
puting sinister  or  evil  designs,  and  all  their  work  was 
characterized  by  that  breadth  and  beauty  which  adorns  the 
aesthetic  part  of  our  nature.  The  seed  they  sowed  fell  on 
good,  not  stony,  ground,  and  if  it  is  even  as  yet,  regarding 
relief  work,  but  in  the  germ,  the  plant  is  vigorous  and  will 
surely  ripen  into  healthy  growth  under  the  fostering  in- 
fluence of  propitious  culture. 

The  rules  of  guidance,  based  upon  whatever  tends  towards 
the  permanent  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  poor,  were 
evolved  from  patient  and  matured  thought,  but  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  city  and  the  large  accessions  of  pauper  im- 
migrants to  the  population  caused  embarrassment,  and  it 
was  seen  with  regret  that  the  number  of  dependent  poor 
became  augmented  in  a  ratio  far  exceeding  that  of  the 
population. 

About  twelve  years  ago,  in  what  might  fittingly  be  termed 
a  crisis  in  the  history  of  the  Association,  the  late  efficient 
General  Agent,  Mr.  Bowne,  assumed  the  control  of  affairs, 
and  he  clearly  saw,  as  he  deeply  deplored,  elemients  of 
instability.  Perceiving  that  the  original  lines  of  action  were 
yet  intact,  knowing  that  *'  the  test  of  solid  thoughts  will 
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bear  a  change  of  clothing,"  and  feeling  that  mistake  is  the 
discipline  through  which  we  advance,  with  ardent  zeal  and 
singleness  of  purpose,  combined  with  a  benevolent  dignity, 
he  set  himself  to  the  task  of  remodeling  and  rehabilitating 
the  structure  so  nearl}'  verging  to  decline.  With  the  strong 
and  unceasing  support  of  most  active  Boards  of  Managers 
and  beneath  the  powerful  lever  of  his  honorable  and  un- 
remitting exertions  the  barrier  to  progression  fell,  and  we 
now  perceive  the  rich  outcome  of  his  patient  labors  and  the 
impress  of  his  fostering  hand. 

These  remarks  regarding  the  relief  work  of  the  Association 
are  intended  to  apply  solely  to  that  phase  of  its  effort.  The 
sanitary  part  of  the  work,  and  that  which  relates  to  improv- 
ing the  dwellings  of  the  poor  are  distinct  aspects  of  its  valu- 
able endeavor,  and  the  Society's  efforts  were  continually 
employed  and  never  appear  to  have  been  relaxed  in  endeavor- 
ing to  work  out  the  problems  of  sanitary  reform  and  of 
improving  the  homes  of  the  laboring  classes,  both  subjects 
continuing  to  be  of  exceeding  importance  to  the  managers  of 
the  Association. 
# 

Working  Men's  Homes. 

There  is  no  social  question,  except  that  of  labor  itself,  of 
deeper  interest  to  the  community  at  large,  and  especially  to 
the  laboring  classes,  struggling  to  maintain  families  under  the 
adverse  conditions  of  city  life,  than  that  of  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  dwelling  in  which  the  laborer  and  his 
famih'  makes  their  home.  None  calls  for  more  prominent 
mention  than  this,  and  it  seems  of  too  much  importance  to 
be  omitted  herein.  All  that  has  been  said  in  previous  re- 
ports connecting  it  with  the  social  and  moral  elevation  of 
the  families  of  the  poor  is  but  confirmed  by  continued  obser- 
vation and  by  an  experience  extending  over  years  of  patient 
inquiry  and  research.  No  better  method  of  improving  the 
poor  man's  condition  can  be  devised  than  improving  the  poor 
man's  home  ;  and  it  is  with  the  desire  to  stimulate  thought  and 
action  in  the  community  in  this  regard  that  I  quote  a  few 
extracts  from  former  reports  of  the  Association  to  show  how 
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earnestly  this  phase  of  departmental  work  engaged  the  patient 
attention  of  the  Managers  in  years  gone  by,  as  well  as  the 
practical  and  permanent  good  that  resulted  from  their  united 
and  persistent  endeavors. 

Almost  as  far  back  as  the  very  inception  of  the  Society, 
and  through  subsequent  years,  the  importance  of  the  subject 
has  been  iterated  and  reiterated  with  the  strongest  emphasis, 
resulting  in  solid  reforms  and  the  erection  of  model  dwelling 
houses  of  more  or  less  improved  designs  in  various  parts  of 
the  city,  and  yet  the  demand  for  such  seems  but  to  increase, 
and  the  homes  of  poverty  still  loudly  cry  for  reform. 

In  1846  the  matter  was  taken  up  and  discussed  with  patience 
and  vigor  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  as  the  various  extracts 
from  different  reports  of  the  Society,  set  out  in  *'  Appendix 
A,"  annexed  hereto,  will  serve  to  show. 

Work  of  the  Visitors. 

The  Association  can  point  with  a  great  degree  of  satisfac- 
tion to  the  work  of  elevation  and  improvement  wrought 
during  the  year,  among  the  lowly  life  that  struggles  for  an 
honorable  existence  in  the  tenement  districts  of  our  mighty 
city,  and  no  stronger  plea  can  be  urged  in  its  behalf  than  the 
exemplification  of  its  labor  as  typified  by  the  various  illustra- 
tive cases  embodied  in  this  report,  displaying  a  variety  of 
thought  and  action  by  the  Superintendent  of  Relief  and  the 
Visitors  highly  creditable  to  them,  and,  as  I  conceive,  most 
reassuring  and  satisfactory  to  our  friends  and  patrons. 

The  Society's  prompt  system  of  visiting  grows  apace,  and 
strengthens  as  it  grows.  This,  as  a  Relief  Society,  is  its  great 
work.  Many  cases  of  distress,  deep  and  uncomplaining,  have 
cried  loudly  through  the  year  for  that  sympathy  and  care  it 
was  our  pleasure,  our  privilege  and  in  our  power  to  bestow. 
Such  encouragement  came  beaming  to  many  a  desponding 
heart,  as  the  advancing  sunshine  arises  upon  the  comfortless 
grey  of  dawn,  and  swept  from  many  an  anxious  brow  the  cold 
winds  gathering  from  the  sea  of  want. 

The  Visitors  are  Christian  ladies  replete  with  beneficence 
as  they  are  devoid  of  sentimentality.    Their  presence  reflects 
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brightness.  Their  voices  are  an  echo  of  reassurance.  The 
touch  of  their  gentle  hands  and  the  sound  of  their  kindly 
voices  have  through  the  year  given  heart  and  courage  to 
many  a  poor  family  in  their  struggle  for  bread,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  their  ministrations  are  blessed  in  Heaven,  as  we 
are  sure  they  are  twice  blessed  on  Earth.  What  a  lever  to 
bridge  the  chasms  of  life's  conditions  is  the  sympathetic 
touch.  How  softly  upon  the  needy  falls  the  hand  of  love. 
And  yet  the  gaunt  fingers  of  want  still  plant  their  pale  im- 
press upon  the  city's  lowly  life,  while  to  the  Throne  where 
Charity  abideth  the  prayers  of  penury  still  arise. 

Contemplating  these  conditions  of  city  life,  and  believ- 
ing that  every  one  unblinded  by  prejudice  or  shrouded  solely 
in  self,  must  see  that  unless  the  very  conditions  of  our  birth 
are  altered,  material  relief  must  be  laid  upon  the  lap  of  want, 
I  am  convinced  that  these  facts  need  only  be  mentioned  to 
secure  the  needed  means  of  relief  Let  the  strongest  of  us 
bethink  himself  how  he  has  been  discouraged  even  amid  his 
bright  surroundings,  and  then  imagine  the  gloom  of  a  wretched 
family,  with  half-starved  children,  sometimes  without  work, 
often  with  sickness  and  disease,  and  worst  of  all  when  drunk- 
enness adds  its  horrors.  No  wonder  they  are  discouraged 
and  lose  all  heart.  Nothing  but  the  cheer  and  comfort  of  a 
friend,  with  a  kindly  store  of  aid,  can  lift  up  such  a  family 
and  place  them  on  their  feet. 

The  incapable,  unfortunate  and  worthy  poor,  compared  to 
the  vigorous  and  self-reliant,  are  as  tender  plants  to  sturdy 
oaks.  The  one  needs  stays,  else  they  fade  before  the  blasts 
of  autumn  ;  the  others  want  no  supports,  but  stand  erect 
against  the  tempests  of  winter.  We  build  supports  for  the 
ivy  and  wild  vine  ;  without  them  they  droop  their  heads  and 
crawl  along  the  earth,  with  them  they  raise  their  tendrils  to 
the  sunlight  and  shoot  to  Heaven.  So  it  is  with  the  strug- 
gling poor,  they  need  the  generous  props  that  we  in  our 
sympathy  should  supply. 

Then  to  our  patrons  and  the  public  we  issue,  in  confidence, 
our  annual  appeal  to  give — and  feel  it  will  be  bountifully  met 
— out  of  the  fullness  of  their  hearts — that  the  smile  of  content- 
ment may  illumine  many  a  poor  home  and  sit  kindly  by 
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many  a  wretched  fireside  where  the  shadow  of  misery  once 
cast  its  gloom. 

THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  complaints  as  to  the  unsanitary  condition  of  tene- 
ment houses  investigated  by  our  Inspector  and  forwarded  during  the 
year  to  the  Health  authorities  warrant  the  conclusion  that  this  branch 
of  the  society's  effort  is  of  vast  importance,  and  that  its  practical 
value  cannot  be  over  estimated.  Apart  from  its  intrinsic  utility  the 
simple  knowledge,  now  quite  generally  understood,  that  "  The  New 
York  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor"  pays 
impartial  attention  to  well  grounded  complaints  against  infringe- 
ments of  the  sanitary  laws,  not  only  has  a  tendency  to  stimulate  the 
obligations  of  landlords  and  agents  to  their  tenants  in  this  vital  re- 
gard, but  also  inspires  the  poor  dwellers  in  our  tenement  houses 
with  confidence  in  the  knowledge  that  there  exists  a  responsible  and 
willing  society  ready  to  listen  to  their  complaints  and  provide  a 
remedy.  The  usefulness  of  sanitary  reform  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
work  of  elevation  among  the  masses  is  apparent  on  its  face. 

THE  SEWING  DEPARTMENT. 

This  part  of  the  labors  of  the  Association  presents  a  two-fold  as- 
pect, that  of  a  labor- test  to  women  in  need  of  work  and  of  a  means 
of  relief  to  deserving  families.  Undoubtedly  as  a  test  it  has  been 
unusually  successful,  and  as  an  endeavor  to  make  employment  the 
basis  of  relief  to  many  applicants,  it  has  served  an  admirable  purpose. 
Established  under  the  auspices  of  a  Charity  Society,  it  needs  a 
sharp  and  constant  over-sight,  for  it  is  a  source  of  aid — if  not  care- 
fully guarded — liable  to  considerable  abuse.  To  make  its  work  tell 
and  its  usefulness  become  a  strong  factor  in  the  problem  of  relief, 
requires  cultivated  and  competent  management  and  a  very  con- 
siderable outlay,  but  the  results  as  an  efficient  labor  test,  I  believe 
have  so  far  warranted  the  expenditure.  Before  it  reopens  for  the 
current  season  its  proposed  management  and  every  detail  connected 
with  the  interior  economy  of  its  work  will  be  well  considered  by  a 
competent  committee,  and  the  result  of  their  deliberations  will  be 
fraught  with  advantage. 
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FRESH  AIR  WORK. 

To  a  society  such  as  "  The  New  York  Association  for  Improving 
the  Condition  of  the  Poor  "  the  value  of  a  well-defined  and  properly 
conducted  Fresh  Air  Charity  is  incalculable,  but  is  also  open  to 
abuse,  inasmuch  as  many  families,  year  after  year,  grasp  the  opportu- 
nity to  become  beneficiaries  when  they  could  well  afford  to  pay  for 
the  privilege,  to  the  great  detriment  of  vast  numbers  of  other  and 
poorer  people,  whose  children  need  the  excursions  to  the  sea  shore 
and  cannot  be  provided  with  the  means  to  go  ;  nor  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  charity  can  this  always  be  avoided. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  accorded  to  Mrs.  Fullerton  and  our 
active  and  kind-hearted  Visitors  for  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which 
they  have  all  discharged  their  arduous  and  exacting  duties  in  the  col- 
lection, transport  and  supervision  of  the  mothers  and  children  to  and 
from  the  various  homes  and  seaside  resorts.  The  administration  of 
this  part  of  our  labor,  so  far  as  our  limited  means  have  allowed,  has 
been  without  doubt  eminently  satisfactory. 

And  here  permit  me  to  lay  special  emphasis  on  the  secondary  posi- 
tion the  society  has  always  been  placed  in  concerning  this  important 
subject.  Year  after  year  we  have  been  obliged  to  depend  on  the  op- 
portu-nities  afforded  by  other  institutions,  doing  this  particular  kind  of 
work.  Thii,  to  a  society  like  ours  ought  not  to  be.  I  believe  the 
Association  should  have  a  Seaside  Home  and  Summer  Resort  of  its 
own,  directly  controlled  by  its  own  Superintendent  and  Visitors, 
conveniently  situated  to  New  York  and  open  the  entire  season. 

The  immediate  future  seems  to  be  the  time  to  move  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  I  would  strongly  urge  upon  the  Board  of  Managers  the  ad- 
visability, I  may  add  with  propriety,  the  necessity,  of  giving  this  im- 
portant branch  of  our  work  their  most  earnest  consideration,  feeling 
assured  that  should  they  do  so  the  result  will  be  attended  by  suc- 
cess. 

CO-OPERATION. 

On  the  lines  of  co-operative  work  the  Society  enjoys  the  esteem  of 
all  the  responsible  and  worthy  charities  of  the  city.  All  active  agen- 
cies, as  well  corporate  as  individual,  calculated  to  ameliorate  and  ele- 
vate the  varied  forms  of  want  indorse  the  usefulness  of  this  Association. 
A  mutual  confidence  seems  to  have  been  established,  which,  if  preserv- 
ed will  fill  the  measure  of  a  wise  philanthropy.  It  is  almost  needless 
to  particularize,  but  I  may  mention  a  few  of  the  leading  charities  and 
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public  institutions  with  which  it  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  we  have 
most  friendly  and  cordial  relations,  namely  :  The  Department  of 
Charities  and  Correction,  the  Board  of  Health  and  all  Municipal  Au- 
thorities, the  Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tions, the  Protestant  Episcopal  City  Mission,  the  City  Mission  and 
Tract  Society,  Saint  Vincent  De  Paul  Society,  the  Charity  Organiza- 
tion Society,  the  Eighth  Ward  Mission,  the  Children's  Aid  Society, 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  the  United 
Hebrew  Charities,  the  Tribune  Fresh  Air  Fund,  Saint  John's  Guild, 
the  American  Female  Guardian  Society,  the  Hospitals,  Refuges  and 
Dispensaries,  and  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  Churches  and  Missions 
of  the  city.  But  I  must  specially  mention  one  very  practical  and 
benevolent  act  of  co-operation  enjoyed  by  the  Association  during 
the  last  winter,  namely,  the  receipt  of  240  tons  of  coal  from  the 
Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Exchange  of  New  York,  to  be 
distributed  to  those  poor  and  worthy  families  that  the  Association 
on  visitation  would  recommend,  without  regard  to  race  or  religion. 
This  was  a  generous  and  timely  gift,  and  one  which  enabled  us  to 
assist  many  a  poor  family  during  the  severity  of  an  exceptionally 
inclement  season.  In  all  this  valuable  co-operation  we  recognize  a 
hearty  and  practical  indorsement  of  our  work. 

THE  CONDUCT  OF  RELIEF  WORK. 
The  conduct  of  relief  work  and  its  satisfactory  progress  depend  on 
qualities  that  come  under  the  head  of  mind  as  much  as  qualities 
that  come  under  the  head  of  sympathy.  The  one  cannot  continue  its 
proper  functions  without  the  aid  of  the  other.  They  are  inter- 
dependent and  mutually  essential.  Mind  to  sympathy  and  sym- 
pathy to  mind.  And  as  to  which  is  the  most  powerful  factor  or 
which  the  most  productive,  no  living  philanthropist  can  determine, 
but  I  can  borrow  an  illustration  of  Mills,  and  say  that  to  inquire 
which  of  the  two  produces  most  is  like  asking  which  does  the  most 
cutting  of  the  blades  of  a  pair  of  scissors.  But  both  must  lean  on 
the  great  essential,  character^  as  without  it  the  fundamental  buttress 
of  our  system — probity — cannot  remain  firm,  nor  can  genuine 
sympathy  exist. 

The  Association  is  highly  to  be  congratulated  and  I  record  it  with 
pleasure  as  with  confidence,  that  these  three  elements,  character, 
sympathy  and  mind,  are  and  have  been  happily  combined  in  the 
Superintendence  of  the  Relief  Department  and  in  the  vigorous  and 
conscientious  execution  of  its  trust. 
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From  a  necessarily  hasty  analysis  of  the  interior  economy  of  the 
Society's  work  for  the  past  two  or  three  years  the  conviction  has  be- 
come plain  to  my  mind  that  theelements  of  matured  thought  and  intel- 
ligent action,  evidently  acquired  by  assiduous  practice,  are  producing 
results  of  lasting  and  substantial  value.  The  practical  utility  in  a 
relief  department  of  a  society  such  as  "The  New  York  Association 
for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor"  lies  in  immediate  visita- 
tion of  the  needy,  quick  returns  by  the  visitors  and  prompt  reports 
to  inquirers,  in  the  practice  of  unflagging  application  and  constant 
vigilance,  and  in  discipline  and  subordination  to  routine. 

These  substantial  requirements  are  and  have  been  for  some  years 
past  secured  to  the  Society.  In  its  quiet  progress  towards  a  high 
and  becoming  standard  of  helping  the  poor  to  see  their  way  more 
clearly  upwards  through  the  mists  of  penury,  it  has  developed 
that  ability,  which,  daily  aroused  and  incessantly  active,  is  the  great 
factor  in  the  work,  and  not  only  keeps  its  progress  from  retrogres- 
sion, but  lays  down  stepping  stones  to  greater  expansion  and  fuller 
attainments  in  the  domain  of  scientific  charity.  It  is  an  earnest  and 
an  assurance  of  greater  success  yet  to  be  achieved  in  our  broad  field 
of  labor,  and  needs  only  the  fostering  hand  of  loyal  co-operation  by 
our  forces  within  to  maintain  and  strengthen  the  confidence  and  al- 
legiance of^ur  forces  without. 

THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM. 

I  cheerfully  subscribe  to  everything  contained  in  the  full  and  satis- 
factory report  of  our  efficient  Superintendent  of  Relief,  and  no  part 
of  it  enlists  my  hearty  approval  more  strongly  than  her  pertinent  and 
sympathetic  remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  aged  and  worthy  poor. 
Upon  the  decline  of  a  destitute  but  well  spent  life,  is  of  all  others  the 
time  when  the  soft  influences  of  charity  should  ever  fall,  and  to 
soothe  the  pillow  of  distress  in  the  evening  of  its  days  should  enlist 
the  sympathy  of  every  young  and  happy  heart.  When  the  tide  of 
life  is  slowly  ebbing  without  provision  made  for  the  period  of 
infirmity,  the  gathering  requirements  of  ''age  and  want,  that  ill- 
matched  pair,"  strike  a  sympathetic  chord  in  the  hearts  of  all.  When 
we  can  befittingly  relieve  them  the  fullness  of  a  gentle  charity  is  com- 
plete. When  we  cannot,  we  can  only  drop  the  tear  of  pity  o'er 
their  fate,  and  with  mute  commiseration  presently  behold  a  public 
institution  closing  upon  the  bending  lives  of  many  an  aged  couple  de- 
serving of  a  kindlier  fate. 
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When  I  thus  remark,  I  appeal  to  an  attribute  of  kind  feeling  abound- 
ing among  the  benevolent  of  New  York  and  witnessed  in  the  "  Homes 
for  the  Aged  "  that  flourish  in  our  midst,  but  the  provision  for  the 
old,  great  and  extensive  as  it  is,  seems  altogether  inadequate  to  meet 
the  demands  that  constantly  arise  from  the  sad  abodes  of  aged 
and  honorable  destitution  in  our  mighty  city.  The  Protestant  Homes 
are  full  with  long  waiting  lists,  the  Catholic  Homes  have  few  vacan- 
cies and  even  here  there  are  applicants  awaiting  their  turn.  When 
we  meet,  as  we  continually  do,  old  couples,  aged  and  infirm,  wilh  no 
means  of  subsistence  and  no  relatives  to  support,  whose  circumstances 
have  undergone  a  reasonable  investigation,  whose  characters  have 
been  proved  to  be  good  and  the  practice  of  whose  lives  has  been 
virtue,  and  we  cannot  place  them  in  homes  or  secure  for  them  regu- 
lar provision,  our  solicitude  for  their  welfare  assumes  an  anxiety  sec- 
ond to  none  in  the  long  catalogue  of  human  charities. 

We  have  no  available  funds  for  the  proper  relief  of  this  most  de- 
serving class  of  applicants,  but  if  means  were  provided  to  secure 
provision  for  the  old  in  iheir  declining  days,  I  do  not  entertain  a 
doubt  but  that  the  benevolence  would  be  greatly  blessed  to  donor 
and  beneficiary.  I  therefore  most  earnestly  join  our  Superintendent 
of  Relief  in  her  tender  advocacy  of  the  honest  claims  of  the  aged 
poor. 

I  trust  they  may  be  specially  considered  and  I  hope  that  united 
effort  may  secure  to  the  Society  a  fund  for  their  adequate  aid. 

SINGLE  HOMELESS  MEN. 

One  special  feature  of  the  Society's  work  causing  continued  solici- 
tude, is  that  of  lodging  and  caring  for  destitute  single  men.  Under 
our  governing  rules  such  applicants  are  not  legitimate  charges  upon 
the  Association,  nevertheless  their  claims  are  such,  that  we  cannot, 
in  every  case,  in  justice  to  deserving  want,  ignore  their  appeals.  Be- 
sides the  normal  numbers  of  unmarried  men  drifting  into  want,  the 
great  floating  population  as  it  passes  through  the  city  leaves  many  poor 
stragglers  who  fall  into  distress,  and  while  there  are  lodging  houses 
and  convenient  shelter  for  such,  funds  for  their  proper  care  and 
treatment  there  are  none,  and  such  as  we  dispense  are  diverted  from 
their  strictly  legitimate  course. 

For  single  and  deserted  women  in  distress  we  have  from  different 
co-operative  sources  in  New  York  more  ample  means  of  judicious 
disposition  than  for  men,  besides,  their  numbers  are  relatively  very 
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nniclj  smaller  and  their  disposition  fairly  within  our  grasp.  For 
men  the  case  is  different,  and  I  now  speak  most  earnestly  in  advo- 
cacy of  some  scheme  of  prevention  calculated  to  save  a  homeless,  a 
hungry  and  an  unfortunate  man,  reduced  by  a  combination  of  un- 
toward circumstances,  from  jinking  into  the  hopeless  condition  of  an 
abandoned  tramp. 

With  the  degraded  and  ambulatory  sons  of  sloth  New  York  is  al- 
ready overcrowded,  for  despite  coercive  laws  and  organized  effoit  to 
lessen  their  number  and  better  their  state  they  still  seem  to  flourish 
and  increase.  Existing  agencies  have  done  and  are  doing  mucn  in 
mitigation  and  elevation  and  I  do  not  by  any  means  underrate  their 
value,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  only  the  fiinge  of  the  subject 
has  been  touched  and  that  the  question  has  not  been  probed  beyond 
the  surface. 

The  magnetic  influence  of  New  York  chains  these  unfortunates  to 
the  city.  Their  steady  manufacture  from  abandoned  lives,  immoral 
environment  and  intoxicating  drink  is  perilously  active,  and  the 
question  what  to  do  with  them  is  still  indeed  a  widely  oi)en  one. 
But  before  tramphood  supervenes  the  desire  is  uppermost  in  my 
mind  to  be  able  to  apply  a  remedy,  and  it  is  the  idea  of  prevention 
that  prompts  me  to  ask  the  means  whereby  to  ply  with  something 
like  effect  ^le  dual  lever  of  moral  and  material  assistance  in  behalf 
of  men  so  situated,  that  a  healthy  stimulus  may  be  applied  to  arouse 
a  moribund  manhood,  and  that  the  recruits  to  this  army  of  tramps 
may  be  arrested  ///  transitu  and  let  us  hope  in  a  measure  cut  off. 

In  working  among  the  wrecks  and  ruins  of  our  race,  men  like  our- 
selves, we  seem  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  "  Son  of  man  can 
these  dry  bones  live  ? "    \A'e  can  only  say    Lord  thou  knowest." 

Once  the  young  wanderer,  untrammelled  by  the  restrictions  of 
home,  and  uncurbed  by  discipline,  begins  a  career  of  living  by  his 
wits  and  commences  to  go  the  rounds  of  the  low  lodging  houses  of 
New  York,  he  is  fairly,  and  in  many  instances  unconsciously,  launched 
upon  misery's  sea,  without  the  guidance  of  a  rudder  or  the  direction 
of  a  chart.  From  that  moment,  except  by  accident  or  from  excep- 
tional pride,  he  is  lost,  and  a  few  years  later  we  behold  him  with  ab- 
horrence, a  broken  inmate  of  an  incurable's  home  ;  so  before  he 
sinks  we  should  endeavor  to  give  him  the  chance  to  swim. 

There  is  in  this  world  a  strange  and  subtle  influence  towards  the 
excitement  of  depravity  and  an  infatuation  for  the  young  in  the  syren 
voice  of  sin.    The  prevalence  of  evil  is  more  mysterious  than  its  ori- 
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gin,  but  we  are  all  painfully  alive  to  the  fact  tliat  it  does  prevail. 
God  Almighty  does  not  break  fetters  until  there  is  some  desire  in  his 
creatures  to  have  them  broken.  If  men  will  hug  sins  they  must  not 
complain  of  their  bondage.  When  a  drunkard  for  instance,  in  his 
agony  cries  out  to  God,  then  help  is  near,  A  drowning  man  when  he 
calls  out  for  a  rope  when  a  rope  is  at  hand,  stands  a  good  chance  of 
being  rescued,  and  it  is  this  opportunity  that  I  would  desire  to  see 
extended  to  every  poor  outcast  dislodged  from  the  ranks  of  society. 

Suitable  work,  of  course,  is  the  remedy  in  the  case  of  able  bodied 
men,  but  such  is  not  always  to  be  had,  and  the  alternative  of  tem- 
porary assistance  to  tide  the  applicant  over  a  hard  spot  must  be  re- 
sorted to,  to  avert  the  probable  descent  to  destruction.  To  the 
habitual  mendicant  and  professional  alms-seeker,  both  in  the  interest 
of  himself  and  of  society,  the  laws  against  vagrancy  should  be  strictly 
applied,  but  in  the  case  of  unfortunates  thrown,  without  means,  upon 
their  own  resources  in  a  city  so  replete  with  the  festering  agencies  of 
crime  and  vice  as  is  New  York,  of  convalescents  direct  from  hospi- 
tals, of  partial  invalids  and  persons  broken  in  health,  a  different  rule 
applies,  and  each  requires  special  treatment,  mild  or  drastic,  as  the 
case  may  be,  according  to  the  circumstances,  situation  or  tempera- 
ment of  the  applicant. 

The  men  here  alluded  to  demand  the  consideration  of  the  well-to- 
do,  as  much  from  motives  of  self-interest  as  of  pity.  Charitable 
lines,  to  use  an  apt  expression,  to  be  effectual,  should  be  perpendicu- 
lar and  not  horizontal.  They  should  cut  through  classes  but  not 
divide  them.  As  in  the  old  story  of  the  gold  and  silver  shield,  each 
would  see  the  problem  at  issue  from  a  distinct  and  opposite  stand- 
point, and  if  reasonable  and  beneficent  counsels  prevail,  they  must 
be  the  result  of  the  blending  of  the  two  interests  in  an  honest,  broad 
and  essentially  charitable  organization.  And,  to  borrow  a  pertinent 
thought  from  an  astute  observer  of  current  events,  should  the  time 
ever  come,  in  this  country,  when  the  rich  will  be  all  on  one  side  and 
the  poor  on  the  other,  in  charitable  or  labor  problems,  then  the  ex- 
periment of  democratic  government,  in  the  United  States,  will  be 
endangered  and  the  disruption  of  our  social  economy  at  hand. 

But  the  situation  exhibited  by  conditions  of  life  so  serious  presents 
a  problem  as  complex  as  it  is  interesting,  and  should  be  approached 
as  well  in  a  spirit  of  scrutiny  as  from  motives  of  commiseration. 

Should  any  society  or  individual  attempt  anything  like  indiscrim- 
inate relief  to  these  nomads  of  our  civilization  or  grant  extended  aid 
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without  due  investigation  or  a  reasonable  sifting  of  the  app 
appeal,  two  evils  will  surely  supervene,  the  one  of  condition  the  o 
of  creation.  The  one  will  aggravate  the  mendicants  sorry  state  by 
placing  a  premium  upon  beggary,  the  other  will  open  a  channel  for 
the  refuse  humanity  of  surrounding  cities  and  of  other  states,  and 
beggars  will  surely  be  multiplied  by  the  very  means  adopted  to  di- 
minish them.  The  ends  of  the  charity  so  prosecuted  will  defeat 
themselves  and  mendicancy  receive  a  stimulus  rather  than  a  curb,  if 
we  do  not  accompany  this,  as  all  other  forms  of  alms-giving,  with 
wise  and  sympathetic  counsel,  after  a  clear  investigation  of  each  in- 
dividual case,  so  as  to  awaken  energy  and  arouse  dormant  self-respect. 
Thus  only  can  we  build  a  most  efficient  charity,  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  conditions  of  life  in  New  York  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  end  desired  can  only  be  attained  by  systematic,  judicious  and 
unflagging  industry. 

My  short  experience  with  the  Association  has  but  cor- 
roborated, and  very  forcibly,  my  previous  impressions  regard- 
ing the  force  of  habit  upon  seekers  for  aid.  The  repeated 
and  persistent  applications  of  the  same  families  year  after 
year  for  the  relief  which  they  know  to  be  in  our  power  to 
give  has  contributed  new  and  convincing  proof  of  the  iron 
hold  pauperism  has  upon  its  victim  when  the  moral  system 
once  becomes  permeated  by  its  virus.  First  the  mother, 
then  the  father,  then  the  eldest  child,  applies  for  aid  with  the 
monotonous  and  stereotyped  cry  of  starvation,  and  so  on  in 
gradation  till  a  whole  family  becomes  saturated  b\^  the 
spirit  of  dependence.  But  it  does  not  stop  here.  It  is  com- 
municated to  the  neighbor  in  the  crowded  tenement  house, 
and  if  the  moral  stamina  of  this  neighbor  is  not  high,  another 
family  soon  becomes  added  to  the  pauper  list,  and  so 
neighborhoods  become  corrupted  and  localities  stamped  by 
the  beggar's  reputation. 

The  fawning  mendicant,  supported  by  doles  and  propped 
by  alms  is  the  very  embodiment  of  weakness.  There  is  no 
end,  there  never  will  be  an  end,  to  the  lamentations  which 
ascend  from  earth,  upon  the  huge  opprobrium  of  pauperism. 

One  would  suppose  that  to  be  driven  by  idleness  or  vice  to 
seek  relief,  the  applicant  had  reached  the  lowest  depth,  but 
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there  still  yawns  a  lower,  and  in  the  vast  halls  of  man's  frailty 
there  are  separate  and  more  gloomy  chambers  of  a  frailty  yet 
more  consummate — the  state  of  being  produced  by  a  continu- 
ation of  the  beggar's  petition. 

No  figures  can  demonstrate  the  extent  of  evil  that  may 
flow  from  a  single  act  of  mendicancy.  The  most  carefully 
prepared  statistics  can  never  estimate  the  baneful  results  of 
the  begging  life.  Approximations  may  be  made  and  esti- 
mates recorded  but  the  absolute  results  are  never  attained. 

Shipwrecks  and  conflagrations  are  usually  wholesale  calami- 
ties. War  yet  more  so.  Earthquakes,  famine  and  pestilence 
though  rarer,  are  visitations  yet  wider  in  their  desolation. 
Sickness,  and  commercial  failure,  if  narrower,  are  more  fre- 
quent scoarges  ;  and  worse  still,  with  most  darkness  in  its 
train  comes  "  lunacy,  the  sickness  of  the  brain,"  which  visiting 
a  thousand  in  every  million,  must  in  a  populous  nation  make 
many  ruins.  But  there  is  is  a  sadder  and  gloomier  even  than 
tJiat — the  sight  of  a  family  ruin  wrought  by  beggary,  hastened 
on  one  side  by  intemperance  and  on  the  other  by  sloth.  This 
mighty  juggernaut  of  social  life — vicious  mendicancy — mov- 
ing onwards  with  its  everlasting  thunders  pauses  not  to  pity 
or  to  spare,  but  presses  forward,  impassive  as  marble,  to  its 
goal  of  death. 

Not  a  week  passes  over  us  but  we  see  families  robbed  of  their 
independence,  and  swallowed  up  in  ruin  by  results  flowing 
from  aid  extracted  by  simulated  tales  of  woe. 

The  outcome  is,  that  as  the  mendicant's  life  advances,  the 
garden  of  his  nature  becomes  more  and  more  a  wilderness, 
and  his  idle  passions  and  indulgences  blacken  its  shining 
skies,  and  before  his  course  be  run,  his  life  has  become  a 
spectacle  of  greater  ghastliness  than  death  itself. 

To  aid  such  cases  otherwise  than  by  work  is  beyond  the 
pale  of  charity,  and  however  harsh  it  may  seem  to  an  ap- 
parently helpless  applicant,  denial  is  the  only  course  for  the 
conscientious  administrator  of  charitable  relief  to  pursue.  This 
position  is  sometimes  most  trying,  for  frequently  a  kind- 
hearted  and  sympathetic  person  becomes  almost  as  persistent 
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in  requesting"  aid  for  some  of  these  unworthies  as  the  unwor- 
thies  are  in  demanding  it  for  themselves,  but  to  treat  these 
cases  on  the  lines  I  have  indicated  is  a  duty  that  we,  as  a 
Society,  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  inclination  to  shirk. 
Our  experience  emphasizes  the  fact  that  once  a  responsible 
Charity  Society,  from  lax  administration,  becomes  an  acces- 
sory towards  the  very  ends  it  is  supposed  to  combat,  evil 
inevitably  results,  not  only  to  the  individual,  but  to  society 
itself  and  to  the  institution  bestowing  the  aid. 

The  denial,  therefore,  is  not  only  just  but  it  is  merciful,  for 
here  justice  and  mercy  are  in  complete  harmony.  Unmerciful 
justice  is  unjust,  and  iinjust  mercy  tinnierciful.  Mercy  con- 
siders not  merely  the  effect  of  temporary  and  isolated  relief 
on  the  individual  but  its  effect  in  the  abstract  for  the  general 
welfare.  So  does  justice.  For  instance,  in  permitting  an 
offender  to  go  free  from  all  rebuke  and  all  correction  we  fail 
to  exercise  genuine  mercy.  We  are  not  merciful  to  society, 
for  we  let  loose  upon  its  interests,  unrestrained  and  en- 
couraged beggary  ;  we  are  not  merciful  to  the  mendicant  for 
we  leave  him  to  the  sweep  of  his  own  follies  and  passions,  and 
to  the  deepening  degradation  of  his  idle  life. 

We  should  act  as  a  father  or  guardian  to  these  weak  and  err- 
ing creatures,  advise  with  them  and  correct  them.  The  father 
who  never  corrects  his  child  may  be  a  soft-hearted  but  he  is 
not  a  merciful  parent.  There  is  no  mercy  in  allowing  the  child 
his  own  untrammelled  will,  to  stalk  unfettered  to  his  ruin. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 
Surveying  the  broad  field  presented  to  the  philanthropist, 
and  looking  towards  the  fruition  of  those  hopes  entertained 
by  the  practical  student  of  sociology,  it  would  seem  that  the 
development  of  united  charitable  work  as  regards  relief  is  as 
yet  in  its  infancy,  and,  speaking  relatively,  regarding  our  own 
Societ}',  perhaps  what  it  has  already  accomplished  is  practi- 
cally but  a  commencement  of  the  labors  of  an  efficient 
charity.  It  seems  to  me  that  hitherto  it  has  been  engaged  in 
beneficent  labors  circumscribed  within  a  comparatively 
limited  sphere.    The  grand  foundation  stone  has  been  laid. 
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we  may  say,  and  laid  with  perspicacity,  patience  and  thought, 
but  I  think  the  superstructure  has  not  yet  been  completed 
and  that  the  whole  work  of  the  Association  is  as  yet  only  in 
process  of  being  unfolded  from  the  germ.  If  such  is  the  case, 
as  I  entertain  it,  might  not  the  present  be  the  time  for  a 
clearly  defined  expansion  and  general  enlargement  of  well 
directed  effort  ? 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  unique  and  cosmopolitan  city 
seems  to  demand  more  activity  in  the  domain  of  true  charitable 
work  to  prevent  and  decrease  pauperism  and  lift  the  depend- 
ent to  a  higher  level. 

This  can  only  be  accomplished  by  intelligent  and  educated 
charity.  And  the  ideal  aim  should  be  to  do  away  with  the 
ground  for  its  being,  to  eradicate  itself.  In  this  direction  alone 
does  safety  lie,  otherwise  giving  of  every  kind  would  never  cease 
to  expand  and  chronic  pauperism  inevitably  dilate.  The 
extension  of  our  own  Society's  work,  by  the  establishment  of 
a  branch  office  at  Harlem  and  it  might  be  of  another  below 
Canal  street,  both  under  central  control,  would  I  believe 
meet  the  requirements  of  present  conditions.  This  suggestion, 
I  conceive  is  one  well  worth  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  and  is  only  recommended  after  a  thought- 
ful survey  of  our  present  situation  and  the  necessities  and 
possibilities  of  the  immediate  future. 

Fully  impressed  with  the  responsibilities  of  the  General 
Agent's  position,  I  cannot  fail  to  perceive  also  that  past 
experience  has  only  imparted  to  me  the  alphabet  of  scientific 
charity,  naturally  intricate  and  involved,  in  a  domain  so- 
broad  and  a  field  so  extensive  as  "poverty's  problem"  dis- 
plays in  New  York.  With  the  kind  co-operation  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  and  the  Executive  Committee,  and  feeling 
assured  of  the  loyal  support  of  the  Superintendent  of  Relief 
and  our  staff  of  Assistants,  I  assume  a  severe  but  honorable 
duty  with  hopefulness  and  confidence,  though  not  untinged 
by  trepidation,  and  sincerely  trust  that  under  my  supervision 
the  usefulness  of  the  Society  may,  as  in  the  past,  continue  to- 
flourish,  and  that  in  the  future  it  may  quietly  expand  ;  that 
by  vigilant  attention  to  the  work  of  the  Association  in  its 
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various  branches,  no  step  backward  may  be  taken,  but  that 
with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  our  forces  the  Society's 
labors  may  continue  to  be  characterized  by  thoroughness  and 
fidelity.  Thus,  as  time  rolls  on,  our  scope  of  activity  will 
broaden  and  deepen  with  the  expanding  spirit  of  the  age,  and 
we  may  see,  in  the  near  future,  a  complete  network  of  educa- 
tional charity  thrown  out  by  this  and  by  other  kindred  and 
benevolent  societies,  encircling  and  ramifying  through  our 
superb  metropolis.  So  shall  we  in  the  end  demonstrate  to 
the  community  that  "  The  New  York  Association  for  Im- 
proving the  Condition  of  the  Poor "  will  be  synonymous 
with  a  thoroughly  systematic  charity,  and 'that  its  vigilance 
and  capacity  will  be  able  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  even 
one  fruitless  appeal  arising  from  meritorious  want,  and  show 
plainly  to  imposture  that  it  is  practising  a  vanishing  art. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 
I  may  say  that,  as  I  perceive  the  situation  now  confronting 
**  The  New  York  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of 
the  Poor,"  the  work  of  its  various  departments  should  be  ex- 
tended and  brought  more  prominently  before  the  public,  that 
its  patron^  may  be  induced  to  give  early  in  the  season,  and 
perhaps  increase  their  subscriptions,  and  that  the  diffusion  of 
the  knowledge  of  its  objects  among  the  charitable  not  yet 
informed  of  its  nature  and  design  may  become  general,  so 
that  they  also  and  their  friends  may  appreciate  its  claims  on 
their  confidence  and  support.  It  requires  more  breadth  and 
scope.  More  general  interest  in  its  affairs.  A  larger  acquaint- 
ance with  the  people.  A  dilation  of  effort.  A  fuller  develop- 
ment. It  needs  more  funds.  Personal  interest  and  individual 
effort  can  accomplish  all  this,  and  do  it  well.  Then  the  fruition 
of  the  hopes  cherished  by  its  founders  shall  have  supervened, 
and  the  maturity  of  its  usefulness  shall  have  ensued.  With  a 
branch  down  town  and  a  branch  up  town,  with  a  Sanitary 
Department  in  constant  activity,  a  Sewing  Department  con- 
trolled by  system  and  managed  by  skill,  with  a  Sea-side 
Home  and  Summer  Resort  of  its  own,  with  a  fund  on  behalf 
of  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  and  another  for  Homeless  Men,  with 
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a  Relief  Department  as  we  see  it  conducted  now,  and  with 
a  central  power  to  control  the  whole,  it  could  say,  and  say 
with  confidence,  to  the  benevolent  of  New  York  :  here  is 
a  Society,  systematic  in  action,  comprehensive  in  scope  and 
efficient  in  every  part.  Then  the  Institution  will  be  as 
perfect  as  human  effort  can  make  it,  and  The  New  York 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor"  shall 
have  become  a  living  charity. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  S.  LONGWORTH, 

General  Agent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  RELIEF. 

'  79  Fourth  Avenue. 
New  York  City,  October  26th,  1888. 

In  rendering  a  report  of  the  work  done  by  the  Relief  Department 
of  the  Association  for  the  past  year,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  figures 
representing  the  number  of  persons  assisted  and  the  amount  of  cash 
expended,  convey  at  the  best,  but  an  indefinite  idea  of  the  labor  and 
judgment  required  to  aid  judiciously  the  deserving  poor  of  this  great 
city. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  it  might  be  interesting  to  the  members  of  the 
Association  and  perhaps  to  the  public  generally,  to  give  an  outline 
of  the  conduct  of  our  work.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  present  it  as 
fully  as  I  could  wish,  as  there  is  much  detail,  which  although  equally 
interesting,  would  undoubtedly  prove  tedious. 

Our  old  established  rule  that  "  every  applicant  seeking  relief  from 
this  Association  must  be  visited  at  his  or  her  home,"  necessarily 
causes  plenty  of  work  for  the  visitors,  as  our  workers  among  the 
poor  are  called. 

The  permanent  staff  of  visitors  consists  of  five  intelligent  Christian 
ladies  who  are  most  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
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During  the  winter  when  the  demands  upon  the  Association  are 
greatest,  additional  visitors  are  employed.  I  sincerely  hope  that  at 
no  distant  day  our  permanent  staff  may  be  increased.  It  is  always 
with  a  feeling  of  regret  that  the  extra  workers  are  laid  off,  as  a  capa- 
ble visitor,  very  soon  becomes  identified  with  the  work  to  such  a 
degree  that  there  would  be  ample  cause  sufficient  to  retain  her  could 
the  Association  afford  the  expense. 

The  strictest  economy,  however,  has  to  be  observed  in  order  to 
husband  the  funds  of  the  Association  for  their  primary  object,  the 
relief  and  elevation  of  the  poor,  and  we  must  therefore  do  the  best 
possible  work  with  the  force  assigned  us.  Experience  proves  that 
the  present  system  of  paid  visitors  is  far  superior  to  that  of  volunteer 
workers.  It  never  occurs  to  me,  to  think  that  our  visitors  are  all  work- 
ing under  salaries  that  tend  to  increase  the  expense  account,  for  the 
reason  that  they  so  systematize  the  giving  of  relief  by  extending  it  when 
needed  and  discontinuing  it  immediately  when  the  necessity  for  it 
ceases,  that  their  work  proves  a  two-fold  good  ;  first,  and  most  impor- 
tant, it  protects  the  recipient  from  pauperism,  and  secondly,  the 
Association  from  imposition  and  unnecessary  expenditure  in  the 
wrong  direction. 

Xo  one  but  those  who  have  visited  the  homes  of  the  poor  can 
know  the  requirements  needed  to  become  a  good  visitor.  Tact,  good 
judgment  and  sympathy  are  absolutely  necessary  to  insure  even  a 
comparative  degree  of  success.  A  cheerful  manner  is  especially  ap- 
preciated by  the  poor.  It  invariably  inspires  a  degree  of  hope  in  the 
saddened  or  over-burdened  heart  and  often  opens  an  avenue  to  con- 
fidence when  all  else  fails. 

Each  visitor  is  authorized  to  relieve  with  food  on  a  first  visit  any 
family  she  may  consider  needy.  All  further  assistance  is  given  after 
fuller  investisration  and  consultation  at  the  office. 

The  visitors  report  daily  to  the  Superintendent  the  work  of  the 
previous  day,  the  number  of  visits  made,  the  amount  of  relief  given, 
the  reason  for  giving  or  withholding  as  the  case  may  be,  and  a  writ- 
ten report  of  all  families  visited  for  the  first  time,  which  report  is  not 
completed  until  our  labors  with  the  families  cease. 

The  Association  promises  to  visit  all  apparently  deserving  appli- 
cants coming  under  the  rules  within  a  few  hours  from  the  time  of 
reference — sometimes  indeed  they  are  visited  within  an  hour — and 
this  rule  is  carried  out  with  but  few  exceptions.    No  one  believed 
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to  be  in  need  and  known  to  be  a  proper  subject  for  relief  from  the 
Association  is  ever  allowed  to  leave  the  office  without  appropriate 
provision.  The  many  misrepresentations  that  have  been  made  re- 
garding the  degree  of  destitution,  lead  the  Superintendent  to  be  most 
cautious  in  giving  relief  in  this  way,  yet  exceptions  have  to  be  made 
according  to  circumstances. 

The  rule  to  visit  each  family  once  a  week  while  in  receipt  of  as- 
sistance, is  with  a  few  improvements  still  adhered  to.  Where  there 
is  sickness  or  great  poverty  visits  are  made  more  frequently.  Also, 
where  we  believe  unacknowledged  resources  for  aid  exist,  thereby 
hoping  to  learn  the  correct  circumstances  and  save  the  applicant  the 
humiliation  and  degradation  that  unnecessary  dependence  occasions. 

Some  few  months  ago  in  looking  over  an  early  report  of  the  As- 
sociation, the  following  extract  came  to  my  notice  and  so  clearly  ex- 
presses my  idea  of  "Wise  Charity,"  that  I  beg  leave  to  quote  it. 

"  Charity  defeats  its  own  sublime  objects  when  it  assumes  to  do 
for  the  individual  what  the  individual  should  do  for  himself.  It 
achieves  its  greatest  triumph  when  it  revives  hope,  developes  energy, 
produces  self-poised  character  and  a  thoughtful  earnest  life.  Such 
are  the  practical  teachings  of  experience,  philosophy  and  living 
Christianity,  simplified  to  the  comprehension  of  the  humblest  mind. 
The  individual  stands  alone  in  his  duties  and  responsibilities  before 
God  and  society.  Godliness  is  profitable  in  all  things,  having  the 
promise  of  the  life  that  now  is  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.  It 
gives  new  strength  to  thought,  vivifies  the  dormant  intellect,  trans- 
forms knowledge  into  wisdom  and  raises  the  mind  that  was  sunken 
into  weakness  to  vigorous  life.  It  recognizes,  in  brief,  no  depend- 
ence on  charitable  institutions  or  social  relations  except  to  secure  by 
associated  effort  those  physical  and  moral  conditions  that  are  essen- 
tial to  individual  elevation  and  development,  which  could  not  other- 
wise be  obtained." 

If  all  persons  interested  in  the  problem  of  charity  would  pause  be- 
fore aiding,  and  consider  what  relief  will  soonest  place  the  recipient 
in  an  independent  rather  than  a  dependent  position  much  mischief 
might  be  averted.  A  very  common  error  exists  that  a  little  assist- 
ance will  not  be  wasted  although  it  shows  no  decided  benefit.  This 
is,  to  say  the  least,  an  aimless  indefinite  action  which  oft  repeated  is 
a  slow  but  sure  way  of  making  the  "  professional  beggars."  The 
poor  are  keen  and  observing  and  as  a  rule  are  as  capable  of  resent- 
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ing  a  wrong  as  appreciating  a  favor.  Therefore  we  should  guard 
most  carefully  their  self-respect  ;  once  that  is  lost  there  is  but  little 
left  to  work  upon.  In  my  short  experience  the  greatest  success  in 
improving  the  condition  of  any  family  has  been  where  this  trait  of 
character  remained  intact  notwithstanding  misfortunes  and  trials. 

Th»  rule  of  the  Association  is  to  give  relief  to  able-bodied  persons 
in  a  limited  manner  thereby  making  them  less  comfortable  than  if 
living  upon  the  return  of  their  labor  and  also  leaving  a  sufficient 
necessity  for  exertion.  To  the  sick  and  infirm  is  given  every  possi- 
ble comfort  so  far  as  consistent  with  the  governing  rules.  Where 
the  condition  of  the  home  shows  that  proper  care  cannot  be  given  a 
patient,  arrangements  are  promptly  made,  always  with  full  consent  of 
the  family,  for  removal  to  some  one  of  the  city  hospitals,  all  of  which 
are  most  attentive  to  the  requests  of  the  Association. 

The  former  system  of  giving  orders  for  one  dollar  and  upwards 
upon  the  grocer  without  designating  the  article  to  be  given  was  sub- 
ject to  much  abuse,  some  beneficiaries  demanding  luxuries  rather 
than  necessaries.  The  grocer  vvas  helpless  as  regarded  the  choice 
and  he  was  forced  to  acquiesce.  It  was  the  abuse  of  this  privilege 
and  the  general  dissatisfaction  caused  thereby  that  resulted  in  the 
Board  of  Managers  opening  a  supply  store  for  the  distribution  of 
their  own  goods.  •  This  enterprise  proved  satisfactory  for  a  time  hav- 
ing its  advantages  and  disadvantages,  the  latter  seeming  to  outweigh 
the  former  ;  consequently,  after  deliberate  consideration,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  return  to  some  plan  similar  to  the  early  one  of 
giving  orders  upon  different  grocers  throughout  the  city.  This 
seemed  impracticable,  if  conducted  as  in  former  years,  giving  unlimited 
authority  to  the  applicant  and  no  protection  to  the  grocer.  Many 
devices  for  improvement  were  suggested,  none  of  which  seemed  to 
meet  the  emergency  until  a  printed  list  of  groceries  such  as  the  fol- 
lowing was  proposed  : 

Grocer  icUl  please  put  down  amount  of  eacli  article  and  give  total. 


. .  .Lbs.  Flour  (Prep.). 

. . .  Lbs.  Tea  

, .  .Lbs.  Coffee  

. .  .Lbs.  Sugar  

.  .  .Ll»s.  Cornmeal.  .  .  . 

.  .  .Lbs.  Oatmeal  

.  .  .Lbs.  Hominy  

.  .  .Lbs.  Rice  

.  .  .Qts.  Beans  


.  .Qts.  Potatoes  

.  .Lbs.  Pork  

.  .Lbs.  Salt  Fish  

.  .  Loaves  Bread  

.  .Lbs.  Crackers  

.  .Cans  Condensed  Milk 

.  .Syrup  , 

.  .Bars  Soap  


New  York, 


Total,  $ 
Mo..  188 
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The  visitors  are  furnished  a  number  of  the  blanks,  one  of  which 
properly  filled  out  with  indelible  pencil  accompanies  every  order.  In 
adopting  this  plan  all  reasonable  requests  of  the  beneficiary  can  be 
granted  and  opportunity  afforded  for  selecting  before  reaching  the 
store.    The  grocer  is  also  saved  trouble  and  delay. 

The  dealers  who  formerly  served  the  Association  are  unanimous 
in  their  approval  of  the  new  system.  Each  order  is  marked  in  such 
a  way,  that  if  upon  presenting  it,  the  applicant  should  be  troublesome 
the  grocer  can  retain  the  ticket  and  the  visitor  identify  the  person 
from  the  number  of  the  order.  In  this  way  a  repetition  of  the  of- 
fence is  prevented  and  information  gained  that  otherwise  would  be 
lost.  At  the  end  of  every  month  the  orders  given  are  returned  to 
the  Association  and  careful  comparison  made  with  the  office  records, 
the  work  and  amounts  noted,  the  judgment  and  economy  of  the 
visitors  considered  and  necessary  suggestions  made  concerning  the 
general  conduct  of  the  work,  all  of  which  tend  toward  improvement. 
To  the  sick,  special  orders  comprising  more  delicacies  are  given. 
Nearly  two  years  ago  ticket-?  for  bread  and  milk  were  introduced  in 
our  work.  This  relief  was  merely  intended  for  children  and  tried 
only  as  an  experiment,  but  such  success  has  it  met  with  in  nouiish- 
ing  the  sick,  as  well  as  feeding  the  children,  that  scarcely  a  week 
passes  but  some  message  reaches  the  visitors  or  Superintendent  of  the 
good  accomplished  by  it.  It  could  not  well  be  dispensed  with,  so 
necessary  and  useful  has  it  become.  Even  physicians  are  pleased  to 
report  the  good  results  from  this  form  of  aid,  but  care  is  taken  not 
to  overlap  the  orders  given  by  the  diet  kitchen. 

The  visitors  have  done  most  excellent  work  during  the  summer 
months  in  visiting  families  whom  they  aided  during  the  winter.  Our 
desire  is  to  convince  those  who  were  our  special  care  during  the  time 
of  trouble  that  our  interest  still  continues  although  our  material  as- 
sistance may  not  be  required,  we  thus  assure  them  of  our  willingness, 
at  all  times,  to  advise  and  promote,  so  far  as  we  can,  any  effort  to- 
wards self-improvement  and  at  the  same  time  point  out  the  dan- 
ger of  seeking  and  receiving  relief  too  easily,  urging  them  to  live  by 
their  own  labor  rather  than  charity,  no  matter  how  kindly  or  how  ju- 
diciously given.  We  now  have  many  families  in  mind  who  are  mak- 
ing a  most  earnest  endeavor  to  become  self-supporting,  yet  through 
the  severe  weather  may  be  unable  to  meet  expenses  especially  should 
sickness  invade  the  home.    To  such  persons  a  half  ton  of  coal,  a 


1888] 


FORTY-FIFTH   ANNUAL  REPORT. 


41 


pair  of  shoes  or  possibly  a  quantity  of  flour,  would  be  most  accept- 
able, and  aid  in  tiding  over  the  temporary  distress. 

The  kinds  of  relief  given  are  numerous.  Groceries  are  nearly  al- 
ways needed,  yet  many  families  are  brought  to  our  notice  who  for 
the  want  of  shoes  or  clothing  cannot  seek  employment.  Again  we 
find,  especially  in  winter,  suffering  caused  by  lack  of  bedding. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  nearly  a  thousand  garments  for 
men,  women  and  children  have  been  given  away  by  the  Association. 
This  part  of  our  work  has  been  satisfactory  beyond  expectation. 
The  applicants  with  but  few  exceptions,  making  the  best  possible 
use  of  the  gifts  bestowed.  Just  here  I  beg  permission  to  remind 
those  who  have  cast-off  garments  that  are  benefiting  no  one,  to 
kindly  drop  a  postal  card  to  79  Fourth  Avenue  and  a  messenger  will 
be  sent  for  any  donation  in  that  line.  We  are  only  too  thankful  to 
do  this  in  order  to  extend  a  branch  of  our  work  that  under  careful 
supervision  is  least  susceptible  of  abuse,  least  expensive  and  prom- 
ises the  most  satisfactory  results. 

Last  winter  quite  a  large  donation  of  boys'  overcoats  was  given 
us,  and  I  can  truly  say  that  no  relief  served  the  purpose  intended 
better  than  did  this. 

Many  applications  are  made  to  us  for  assistance  with  money  for 
rent,  so  the^"  rent  problem  "  still  remains  to  be  solved.  The  Associa- 
tion having  no  fund  for  this  purpose,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Occa- 
sionally a  person  interested  in  a  family  becomes  responsible  for  the 
required  amount  and  the  threatened  eviction  with  its  accompanying 
humiliation  is  averted.  Much  careful  attention  has  been  given  this 
subject  for  the  past  year  and  after  deliberate  consideration  I  am 
constrained  to  say,  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  applicants  seeking 
such  assistance  can  manage  if  left  to  themselves.  Many  dispossess 
warrants  are  served  owing  to  the  objectionable  behavior  of  the  ten- 
ants quite  as  much  as  for  non-payment  of  rent.  We  have  several 
cases  on  record  where  the  leniency  of  the  landlord  has  been  most 
surprising.  Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  oppression 
of  owners  of  "tenements,"  yet  I  must  truthfully  say  that  my  experi- 
ence of  the  past  five  years  leads  me  to  bel-ieve  that  the  wholesale  con- 
demnation of  landlords  is  unjust,  and  tends  to  create  rather  than 
remedy  dissatisfaction  among  tenants.  It  may  be  that  public  senti- 
ment having  been  waged  so  strongly  in  favor  of  the  poor,  has  resulted 
in    the  improved  treatment,  nevertheless,  a  better    standard  has 
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been  reached,  therefore  let  credit  be  given  where  it  is  due.  Some  land- 
lords are  unfair,  unscrupulous,  unreasonable.  Many  are  very  kind. 
But  as  a  rule  I  fear  the  relation  is  vitiated  by  undue  demand  and 
then  undue  indulgence,  hence  follows  loss,  ejection,  irritation.  To 
hold  a  man  closely  to  his  engagement  for  a  reasonable  rent  is  the 
best  training  he  can  have,  and  the  tenant  who  is  so  far  square  with 
the  world  has  therein  the  secret  of  independence. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  objecting  in  every  case  to  the 
payment  of  rent,  only  to  advise  that  such  aid  be  given  most  cautiously 
and  after  a  thorough  investigation.  I  can  safely  say  that  the  refusal 
of  assistance  in  this  direction  has  caused  me  more  anxiety  and  been 
more  of  a  diain  upon  my  sympathy  than  any  other  part  of  the 
work. 

The  small  number  of  rents  paid  by  the  Association  during  the  past 
year  has  been  specially  donated  for  the  purpose. 

The  foregoing  is  a  general  description  of  the  work  of  the  Associa- 
tion the  year  around.  Our  labors  cease  not  with  the  summer,  but 
steadily  go  forward  from  January  till  December.  During  June, 
July  and  August  our  "  Fresh  Air  Work  "  receives  much  attention  as 
will  be  seen  elsewhere  in  this  report.  Over  sixteen  hundred  souls 
enjoyed  an  ^'  outing  "  at  the  expense  of  the  Association.  Provision 
for  all  is  made,  women,  children  and  invalid  men.  As  I  remarked 
in  my  report  of  last  year,  two  of  the  greatest  blessings  that  can  be 
bestowed  are  "pure  air  and  wholesome  food."  To  any  one  who  has 
ever  engaged  in  "  Fresh  Air  Work  "  the  truth  of  this  statement  is 
evident.  The  hope  still  exists,  notwithstanding  that  the  appeal  of 
last  year  remains  unnoticed,  that  the  Association  may  at  no  very 
distant  day  have  a  "  Summer  Home  "  of  its  own,  thereby  relieving 
us  of  the  necessity  of  accepting  the  hospitality  of  homes  already 
overcrowded.  Each  summer  leaves  us  less  room  and  makes  us  feel 
our  dependence  more  although  every  kindness  and  attention  is  shown 
us  by  those  in  charge. 

Our  cordial  thanks  are  due  to  "  The  Children's  Aid  Society," 
"  The  Tribune  Fresh  Air  Fund,"  St.  John's  Guild,"  "  Grace 
Church,"  and  the  "  Bartholdi  Creche  Organization,"  for  the  "  Fresh 
Air"  privileges  afforded  by  each. 

Our  Association,  properly  speaking,  goes  outside  of  its  province  in 
caring  for  persons  without  families,  yet  to  one  actively  engaged  in 
dispensing  relief,  the  aged  dependent  ones  are  most  difficult  to  dis- 
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pose  of  kindly  and  satisfactorily.  The  Homes  for  the  Protestant 
poor  are  always  full,  or,  if  a  vacancy  exists,  the  admission  fee  is 
wanting.  Sad  it  is  to  see  those  who  have  lived  and  worked  for  years 
suddenly  disabled  by  sickness,  with  savings  exhausted,  and  nothing 
but  the  almshouse  ahead. 

For  such  cases  I  should  be  deeply  grateful  to  have  a  sufficient 
sum  to  pay  a  few  months'  rent  or  provide  other  necessaries.  The 
average  sum  for  admission  to  many  of  our  City  Homes  is  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  and  very  many  of  the  cases  coming  to  our 
notice,  owing  to  impaired  health,  would  scarcely  be  desirable  inmates 
for  a  Home,  could  they  gain  admission.  It  is  a  strong  feature  in 
the  character  of  those  advancing  in  years  to  cling  to  their  meagre 
possessions  with  an  affection  not  always  understood.  As  their  sphere 
of  enjoyrijient  lessens  this  desire  strengthens,  and  to  say  the  least  it 
seems  a  trifle  severe  to  compel  them  to  sacrifice  every  tie  and  form 
new  habits  in  new  surroundings.  Ofttimes  old  persons  have  friends 
who  are  willing  to  provide  small  necessaries,  but  cannot  pledge 
themselves  to  assume  the  full  support.  In  such  instances  a  few  dol- 
lars would  insure  an  amount  of  comfort  that  nothing  else  can. 
Within  a  few  months  three  aged  women  have  been  placed  in  Homes. 
The  visitor  having  them  in  charge  calls  frequently  and  reports  that 
their  happiness  seems  complete,  they  are  so  well  cared  for  and  per- 
fectly satisfled.  These  were  women  with  no  special  ties  and  wretched 
homes,  too  aged  to  care  properly  for  themselves,  therefore  an  insti- 
tution life  was  far  preferable  for  them. 

The  class  that  I  appeal  for  have  clean,  comfortable  homes,  but  are 
physically  unable  to  fully  support  themselves. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  those  who  feel  special  interest  in  this  class  of 
aged  persons  will  give  the  matter  of  starting  a  fund  for  their  relief 
some  consideration.  Any  donation  sent  us  will  be  applied  as  de- 
sired. 

The  Association  is  deeply  appreciative  of  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  kindred  relief  societies,  the  Commissioners  of  Charity  and  Correc- 
tion, and  all  individual  effort  expended  in  its  behalf. 

To  the  visitors  and  office  employees  I  wish  to  extend  sincere 
thanks  for  the  ever  ready  assistance  and  efficient  labor  given  in  the 
discharge  of  all  duties. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

MARIETTA  FULLERTOX, 

Superintendent  of  Relief. 
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REPORT  OF  L.  R.  PURDY,  Assistant. 

Regarding  the  disposition  of  single  homeless  applicants  and  wood- 
yard  beneficiaries,  allow  me  to  submit  the  following  : 

The  approach  of  winter  brings  with  it  the  homeless  applicant  for  relief, 
not  always  worthy,  as  witness  the  increasing  class  known  as  "rounders," 
or  "  revolvers,"  who  are  always  "  looking  for  work"  and  praying  they 
may  not  find  it  ;  who  change  their  names  every  year,  but  whose  faces 
are  as  familiar  as  household  words  ;  always  persistent,  often  abusive, 
but  not  such  as  relief  should  be  given  to,  though  they  are  always 
advised  and  directed.  On  a  first  application  wood-yard  tickets  are 
offered  to  these  applicants,  but  not  one  in  twenty  accepts  them. 
They  are  chronic  grumblers,  and  always  have  specious  arguments  in 
their  own  behalf.  They  have  made  up  their  minds  that  work  they 
will  not.  Not  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  will  they  turn 
their  hands  to  labor,  and  the  mere  mention  of  a  wood-yard  ticket 
develops  such  symptoms  of  weakness  and  disease  that  it  might  be 
feared  an  hours  illness  would  be  their  death.  It  is  most  deplorable 
to  see  this  army  of  tramps  going  the  rounds  of  the  charity  offices,  in 
filth  and  rags,  without  one  ambition  or  attribute  of  manhood  left. 
Occasionally  an  odd  one  is  weeded  from  the  flock  and  set  upright, 
but  an  utter  self-abandonment  has  so  permeated  the  great  majority 
that  no  moral  lever  can  produce  any  reform  in  the  hearts  of  this 
phalanx  of  depravity,  except  the  grace  of  God,  and  few  of  them  ever 
attempt  to  obtain  it.  The  use  of  the  wood-yard  tickets  as  a  test  of 
the  willingness  of  any  of  these  poor  wretches  to  go  to  work,  has 
proved  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  separating  the  chaff  from  the  wheat. 

Another  class  presenting  themselves  in  yearly  increasing  numbers 
are  convalescents  discharged  from  hospitals,  without  means  and 
without  homes,  oftentimes  obliged  to  leave  a  hospital  from  its  over- 
crowded condition  long  before  strength  returns,  and  to  whom — in 
their  enfeebled  state,  a  night's  exposure  might  mean  death.  For  these 
people,  though  the  Society  has  no  fund  for  their  relief  we  have  the 
greatest  sympathy  and  are  obliged  to  relieve  them,  for  we  cannot 
recognize  a  cast-iron  rule  in  the  work  of  judicious  relief  to  want  so 
manifestly  deserving  and  resulting  from  the  accident  of  illness. 
Lodgings  and  meals,  with  sometimes  the  addition  of  clothing  or 
shoes  has  given  heart  to  many  a  poor  fellow  thus  reduced  to  want, 
and  enabled  him  to  present  a  decent  appearance  and  procure  the 
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employment  he  desires  to  secure.  An  experience  of  five  years  in 
constant  contact  with  the  homeless  and  reduced  has  proved  to  me 
beyond  peradventure  that  in  many  instances  a  comparatively  small 
outlay  has  enabled  many  of  this  class  to  help  themselves  and  become 
self-supporting,  and  many  of  them  have  expressed  their  gratitude  by 
letter  and  in  person  for  our  timely  aid. 

Then  there  is  another  class  who  appeal  to  head  and  heart  as  strongly 
as  any  ;  those  who  from  loss  of  work  or  casual  misfortune  over  which 
they  have  had  little  or  no  control,  find  themselves  without  means  in 
this  great  city  and  surrounded  by  every  inducement  to  com- 
mit crime  in  order  to  live.  The  application  of  a  man  known  to  be 
in  such  circumstances  presents  about  as  strong  a  case  to  the  philan- 
thropist as  could  well  be  imagined  and  we  grant  relief. 

Another  very  large  class  to  deal  with  is  the  strong  and  able-bodied 
just  thrown  out  of  work  and  not  quite  destitute  but  with  nothing 
ahead,  who  are  natives  of  or  have  been  long  residents  in  New  York, 
and  have  become  the  partial  support  of  parents  or  sisters.  They 
gladly  accept  wood-yard  tickets  and  do  their  work  well,  but  by  the 
rules  of  the  yard  they  can  only  receive  ten  tickets,  representing  five 
dollars  in  relief,  and  when  this  small  allowance  is  exhausted,  though 
they  have  tested  their  willingness  to  work,  there  is  no  work  for  them. 
Frequently  it  is  obtained  by  our  means,  but  in  the  large  majority  of 
cases  the  liiatus  occurs.  Now  if  some  means  could  be  devised 
whereby  these  men,  having  given  earnest  of  willingness  and  ability  to 
work,  could  be  transferred  to  the  Street  Cleaning  Department  of  the 
city  or  other  employment,  especially  in  winter,  the  moment  their 
wood-yard  work  ceases,  it  would  go  far  to  solve  a  serious  problem 
concerning  able-bodied  seekers  for  relief. 

It  seem  to  me,  in  conclusion,  to  be  a  matter  of  paramount  import- 
ance to  the  Association  that  a  fund  in  the  interest  of  homeless  and 
destitute  men  should  be  created,  as  a  means  of  adequate  relief  to 
worthy  need  and  as  a  preventive  against  mendicancy  and  crime. 
This  would  answer  a  beneficent  purpose  and  enable  the  Society  to 
alter  its  governing  rule  regarding  aid  to  single  applicants. 

Very  respectfully  submitted 

L.  R.  PURDY, 

Assistant. 
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Police  Precincts. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  station  houses  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  city  : 

First  Precinct, — Old  Slip,  corner  of  Front  Street. 

Second  Precinct. — i,  3,  5  and  7  Church  street,  corner  Liberty. 

Third  Precinct. — Basement  of  City  Hall. 

Fourth  Precinct. — 9  Oak  street. 

Fifth  Precinct. — 19  Leonard  street. 

Sixth  Precinct. — 19  Elizabeth  street. 

Seventh  f*recinct. — 247  Madison  street. 

Eighth  Precinct. — 128  Prince  street. 

Ninth  Precinct. — 94  Charles  street. 

Tenth  Precinct. — 205  Mulberry  street. 

Eleventh  Precinct. — 105  Eldridge  street. 

Twelth  Precinct. — 178  Delancey  street. 

Thirteenth  Precinct. — Union  Market. 

Fourteenth  Precinct. — Corner  First  avenue  and  Fifth  street. 

Fifteenth  Precinct. — 221  Mercer  street. 

Sixteenth  Precinct. — 230  West  20th  street. 

Seventeenth  Precinct. — 34  East  29th  street. 

Eighteenth  Precinct. — 327  East  22d  street. 

Nineteenth  Precinct. — 137  West  30th  street. 

Twentieth  Precinct. — 434  West  37th  street. 

Twenty-first  Precinct. — 160  East  35th  street. 

Twenty-second  Precinct. — 347  West  47th  street. 

Twenty-third  Precinct. — 163  East  51st  street. 

Twenty-third  Sub. — Grand  Central  Depot. 

Twenty-fifth  Precinct. — 220  East  5gth  street. 

Twenty-sixth  Precinct. — West  looth  street,  near  Ninth  avenue. 

Twenty-seventh  Precinct.  —  East  88th  street,  near  Avenue  A. 

Twenty-eighth  Precinct. — Pier  A,  North  River. 

Twenty-ninth  Precinct. — East  T26th  st.,  bet.  Third  and  Lexington  avenues 
Thirtieth  Precinct. — West  126th  street,  near  Eighth  avenue. 
Thirty-first  Precinct.  —  High  Bridge. 

Thirty-second  Precinct. — Tenth  avenue,  corner  of  West  15 2d  street. 
Thirty-third  Precinct. — Town  Hall,  Morrisania. 
Thirty-fourth  Precinct. — Tremont. 

Thirty-fifth  Precinct. — 6  Kingsbridge  road,  Kingsbridge. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE  CASES. 

We  were  called  upon  to  consider  the  case  of  a  widow,  whose  hus- 
band had  been  killed  nine  years  ago,  and  who  was  left  in  utter 
destitution  with  three  small  children,  the  eldest  being  only  six  years 
of  age.  The  woman,  instead  of  throwing  herself  on  charity  or 
appealing  to  friends,  went  to  work  with  a  will,  washed,  sewed,  did 
everything  which  she  could  get  to  do,  to  keep  her  children.  By  un- 
remitting exertions  she  made  her  home  comfortable  until  last 
January,  when  the  exposure  in  going  from  the  washtub  to  the  roof 
caused  blindness,  A  physician  for  whom  the  woman  had  worked, 
not  only  gave  his  services  gratis,  but  also  aided  her  pecuniarily  and 
interested  a  specialist  in  her  behalf.  At  first  the  case  seemed  very 
discouraging  and  difficult  of  treatment.  Her  church  had  ceased  to 
give  aid,  the  rent  was  due,  and  no  asylum  save  Charity  Hospital,  of 
which  she  had  a  horror,  would  receive  the  woman.  The  visitor 
consulted  her  physician,  and  was  assured  that  the  treatment  she  was 
undergoing  would  be  successful  were  she  lelieved  of  worry.  With 
the  sanction  of  the  Association,  the  visitor  appealed  to  a  benevolent 
gentleman  who  nobly  responded  and  gave  a  cheque  for  two  months 
rent.  Another  month's  rent  was  obtained  from  another  source,  and 
groceries  were  furnished.  The  woman  was  cheered  and  encouraged 
and  her  improvement  though  slow,  was  sure.  After  a  time,  she  was 
able  to  w^it  upon  herself,  and  then  work  was  procured  for  the 
daughter  and  boy.  In  this  way  she  has  herself  paid  two  months 
rent.  Groceries  have  been  given  regularly  each  week,  and  the 
woman  is  now  able  to  do  a  little  work  herself,  and  will,  undoubtedly 
in  a  short  time  again  be  self-supporting. 

A  lady  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Association  the  case  of  two 
old  women,  sisters,  of  the  Catholic  Faith,  who  were  unable  to  support 
themselves,  and  whom  she  had  been  trying  to  persuade  for  four 
years  to  enter  a  Home,  but  without  success.  She  now  solicited  the 
aid  of  the  Association,  and  wished  one  of  the  visitors'  to  try  her 
powers  of  persuasion.  When  first  visited,  the  old  women  were  in  a 
most  miserable  condition.  They  were  living  in  a  hall  room,  sleeping 
on  a  mattress  on  the  floor,  had  no  stove,  and  only  one  chair.  The 
visitor  had  great  trouble  in  convincing  them  that  they  would  be  far 
better  off  in  a  Home,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  doing  so.  The  parish 
priest  kindly  gave  the  visitor  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Home  of 
the  Little  bisters  of  the  Poor,  but  there  was  no  room  there  when 
application  was  made.  So  the  two  old  women  had  to  be  cared  for 
until  there  was  a  vacancy.  This  was  just  at  the  time  of  the  blizzard, 
so  the  visitor  begged  a  stove,  the  Association  furnished  groceries, 
fuel  and  other  comforts,  and  the  case  was  visited  daily  during  the 
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storm.  The  visitor  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  secure  the  admis- 
sion of  the  women  to  the  Home,  and  at  last  they  were  received  on 
June  27th,  having  been  under  the  care  of  the  Association  for  four 
months.  They  have  been  visited  several  times  since,  and  the  sight 
of  their  happiness  and  their  improved  condition  more  than  repays 
the  labor  spent  upon  them. 

An  old  woman  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  friendless  and  alone, 
was  living  in  a  basement,  so  damp  that  it  was  not  fit  for  habitation. 
She  was  a  very  devout  old  person,  and  although  she  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  she  had  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  The  only 
way  to  improve  this  old  creature's  condition  was  to  place  her  in 
a  Home,  but  she  was  very  averse  to  entering  one.  The  visitor 
pointed  out  to  her  the  many  comforts,  both  spirtual  and  temporal 
which  she  could  not  get  at  home,  and  which  she  would  enjoy  at  the 
Home,  and  she  finally  consented  to  go.  Application  for  her  was 
made  at  the  Home  of  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  on  the  west 
side  of  town,  and  then  she  was  taken  up  to  see  the  place.  She  was 
completely  overcome  with  her  surroundings,  and  when  told  that  she 
would  be  admitted,  she  cried.  When  asked  why  she  cried,  she  said 
it  was  for  joy.  She  had  been  under  our  care  for  two  months,  and  it 
is  pleasant  to  know  that  in  so  short  a  time  our  efforts  had  brought 
so  much  happiness  to  the  poor  friendless  woman. 

The  following  case,  although  an  unworthy  one,  is  inserted  here  to 
show  the  thorough  work  of  investigation  done  by  the  visitor. 

An  Italian  woman  with  two  small  children,  solicited  aid  of  one  of 
our  members,  and  her  case  was  referred  to  the  Association.  When 
the  first  visit  was  made  the  woman  could  not  be  found,  and  the  house- 
keeper was  positive  that  no  one  answering  to  the  name  given  lived  in 
the  house.  Upon  a  second  visit  the  woman  was  found  at  home,  and 
stated  to  the  visitor  that  she  was  destitute,  and  that  her  husband  ( whom 
she  represented  as  being  a  bad,  cruel  man)  had  deserted  her.  She  said 
that  the  woman  with  whom  she  was  stopping  had  known  her  from 
childhood,  that  she  had  cared  for  the  children  while  she  (the  mother) 
was  ill  and  in  Charity  Hospital,  and  when  she  was  discharged  had  also 
taken  her  in,  but  could  not  afford  to  support  her.  She  told  the  visitor 
that  she  could  not  get  work,  and  that  she  was  obliged  to  beg  in  order 
to  keep  herself  and  her  children  from  starvation.  When  told  by  the 
visitor  that  she  must  not  beg,  she  said  that  our  Lord  had  begged, 
and  she  did  not  think  she  was  doing  wrong.  The  visitor  was  con- 
vinced that  the  applicant  was  not  speaking  the  truth.  She  bore  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  to  the  woman  in  the  room  with  her,  but  positively 
denied  that  she  was  her  mother  or  any  relation.  After  patient 
investigation,  the  following  authentic  information  with  regard  to  the 
case  was  gained.  The  two  women  are  mother  and  daughter,  and 
have  given  fictitious  names.    The  father  has  left  the  mother  and 
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returned  to  Italy.  The  younger  woman's  husband  has  a  boot-black- 
ing establishment  in  Boston,  and  did  not  desert  her,  but  she  deserted 
him.  The  woman  has  always  begged  and  peddled  and  tried  to 
excite  sympathy.  She  has  no  need  to  ask  for  charity,  for  her  mother 
is  good  to  her,  she  has  four  brothers  who  are  working,  and  she 
herself  has  one  hundred  dollars  in  the  Savings  bank. 

A  case  of  very  special  interest  to  the  visitor,  because  of  its 
thorough  worthiness,  was  that  of  an  American  family — man,  wife 
and  ten  children.  The  m-an  had  been  employed  for  a  number  of 
years  in  a  butcher  shop,  but  his  employer  having  failed  he  lost  his 
position.  He  had  some  money  saved  and  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  go  into  business  for  himself.  The  undertaking  was  not 
successful,  for  the  man's  capital  was  too  small  to  start  on.  When 
the  visitor  first  called  on  the  family  the  man  was  idle,  and  only  the 
two  eldest  daughters  were  earning.  They  were  employed  in  a  cigar- 
ette factory  at  $2.00  each  per  week,  thus  making  the  weekly  income 
for  this  large  family  only  $4  00  per  week.  The  wife  was  a  neat, 
thrifty  woman,  who  kept  her  rooms  very  clean  and  tidy.  But  at 
that  time  she  was  not  able  to  do  more  than  to  care  for  her  own  large 
family.  Groceries  were  immediately  given  and  two  of  the  children 
were  furnished  with  shoes,  as  they  had  to  remain  at  home  from  school 
because  they  had  none.  After  a  time  the  man  found  employment, 
though  at  small  wages,  and  it  seemed  well  to  close  the  case,  when 
quite  unexpectedly  the  girls  were  thrown  out  of  work  on  account  of 
the  dullness  of  trade.  While  still  keeping  the  case  in  charge  the 
visitor  too^  this  opportunity  of  urging  upon  the  mother  the  wisdom 
of  letting  her  daughters  go  out  to  service  rather  than  have  them  take 
up  factory  life  again.  The  result  was  that  the  young  girls  both  took 
situations  in  good  families,  and  prospects  brightening  the  relief 
was  stopped.  A  few  weeks  later  the  visitor  went  to  make  a 
friendly  call  on  the  family,  and  was  sorry  to  find  them  again  in 
sore  straits — the  father  seriously  ill  of  pneumonia  and  the  eldest 
daughter  again  at  home,  because  her  work  had  proved  too  much 
for  her  strength.  It  was  necessary  again  to  take  them  up.  A 
generous  milk  diet  was  furnished  to  the  man,  and  the  physician 
afterwards  stated  that  it  had  very  materially  aided  his  recovery. 
But  it  did  seem  as  if  trouble  was  the  lot  of  these  poor  people,  for  no 
sooner  was  the  husband  on  the  high  road  to  recovery  than  the  wife 
gave  birth  to  her  eleventh  child,  and  during  her  period  of  enforced 
quiet  aid  could  not  be  denied,  especially  as  the  man  was  idle.  But 
the  light,  so  long  delayed,  at  last  shone  forth  for  this  much-tried 
family.  The  man,  restored  to  health,  secured  steady  employment  at 
his  trade,  and  the  daughters  found  positions  in  dry  goods  establish- 
ments. A  considerable  amount  of  time  and  money  had  been  spent 
upon  this  case,  but  none  more  than  its  merits  and  requirements  de- 
served.   The  wife's  good  management  made  the  relief  go  much  far- 
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ther  than  in  many  another  case,  and  one  thing  which  always  seemed 
such  an  advantage  was  her  ability  to  make  good  bread,  an  accom- 
plishment which  the  tenement  house  class  of  women  so  rarely  pos- 
sess. This  mother's  influence  with  her  children  also  is  a  strong  one, 
and  it  is  a  great  wonder  to  see  such  a  number  of  children  growing  up  in 
a  neighborhood  far  from  good,  without  being  contaminated.  This 
mother  has  expressed  much  gratitude  for  the  aid  given  to  her,  and 
feels  that  without  it  her  home  must  certainly  have  been  broken  up. 
Such  a  case  offers  much  encouragement,  for  it  accomplishes  one  of 
the  grand  purposes  for  which  this  Association  exists,  viz.:  to  assist 
the  worthy  poor  in  their  homes  in  pressing  emergency,  and  place 
them  on  their  feet. 


A  Catholic  family  of  twelve  came  under  notice  in  April.  There 
were  ten  children  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  years  and  sixteen 
months,  and  their  income  was  only  $6.50  per  week.  The  man,  a 
cabinet  maker,  had  not  been  employed  for  four  months.  The  wife, 
who  would  soon  give  another  child  to  the  household,  was  making 
ladies'  underwear  at  the  rate  of  thirty  cents  a  dozen.  One  of  the 
daughters  was  earning  $3.50  per,week.  The  visitor  was  favorably 
impressed  by  the  family,  and  upon  investigation  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  were  sober  and  industrious,  and  doing  all  they 
could  toward  self-support.  Finding  that  the  woman  had  bought  a 
sewing  machine  on  the  instalment  plan,  and  that  it  had  been  taken 
from  her  because  she  could  not  meet  her  payments,  it  was  thought 
best  to  redeem  it.  The  family  was  also  assisted  with  groceries, 
shoes  and  clothing.  We  are  pleased  to  state  that  all  expectations 
with  reference  to  these  people  have  been  fulfilled  ;  the  man  now 
has  steady  employment,  the  wife  has  work  to  do  at  home,  the  two 
eldest  children  are  earning  something  and  the  family  doing  well. 

Another  case  which  shows  careful  investigation!  is  the  following  : 
— A  man,  who  professed  no  religious  belief,  came  to  the  office,  seem- 
ingly in  great  distress,  and  said  that  he  had  been  served  with  a 
dispossess  notice,  and  that  unless  he  could  obtain  $6.00  immediately, 
he,  his  wife  and  six  children  would  be  turned  into  the  street.  As 
we  have  no  fund  for  rent,  and  under  our  governing  rules,  give  no 
cash  relief  from  the  office,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  a  Visitor 
was  sent  to  investigate  the  case.  She  found  the  family  ready  to 
move,  but  as  their  record  in  the  house  was  very  bad,  she  thought  it 
the  better  plan  not  to  assist  until  she  had  given  the  case  further 
investigation. 

It  was  learned  that  the  family  had  been  dispossessed  from  a  former 
address  because  of  intemperate  and  disorderly  habits.  Also  that  the 
man  had  been  employed  by  an  insurance  company  at  $^1.00  per 
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week.  A  visit  to  the  insurance  company  proved  the  truth  of  the  lat- 
ter statement,  and  the  Visitor  was  informed  that  the  man  had  been 
discharged  because  he  was  very  intemperate,  that  ten  days  before  he 
had  received  $21.00,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not  pay 
his  rent.  Still  further  investigation  brought  out  the  facts  that  the 
eldest  child  was  married,  that  three  others  were  old  enough  to  work, 
and  that  their  joint  earnings  had  been  $18.50  per  week.  So  there 
was  a  family  which  had  been  enjoying  an  income  of  $39,50  per 
week,  and  yet  instead  of  becoming  respectable  members  of  the  com- 
munity, they  had  through  self-abandonment  forfeited  all  claim  to 
consideration. 


The  case  of  a  young  man  who  had  fallen  through  drink  came 
before  us  for  treatment  not  long  since.  His  condition  presented 
one  of  the  saddest  and  apparently  most  hopeless  aspects  of  the  very 
many,  that  are  constantly  coming  under  our  notice,  of  those  so 
bound  by  the  chains  of  drink,  that  their  dearest  friends  have  long 
ago  given  up  every  effort  to  save  them  as  utterly  useless.  Day  by 
day  we  see  them  grow  more  and  more  debased  and  wretched,  until 
they  sink  into  the  pauper's  grave.  This  man  at  one  time  wealthy 
and  surrounded  by  influential  friends,  blessed  with  the  love  of  wife 
and  children,  and  with  all  on  earth  to  make  life  bright  and  dear,  had 
step  by  step  gone  down  the  dreaded  path  until  when  he  applied  to 
our  Association  for  relief,  he  scarcely  bore  the  likeness  of  a  human 
being.  In  rags  and  filth  beyond  description,  helpless  with  disease 
and  wretchedness,  he  stood  seemingly  a  wreck.  The  last  hope 
had  almost  departed.  The  death  of  his  broken  hearted  wife  and 
children,  and  the  abandonment  of  friends,  had  only  sunk  him  deeper 
in  the  dark  abyss.  Three  times  he  had  entered  the  Christian  Home 
for  Intemperate  Men,  and  three  times  came  out  again  with  a  renewed 
hope  of  reformation,  and  of  being  able  to  resist  the  dread  destroyer 
of  his  life.  But  each  time  the  overwhelming  storm  of  disapi)oint- 
ment  and  failure  was  repeated  for  he  lacked  the  needed  strength. 
As  he  had  been  aided  before  and  had  no  children,  he  was  scarcely 
a  fit  object  for  the  Association's  help,  yet  a  case  is  never  allowed 
to  go  without  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Society  to  reach  a 
helping  hand  to  place  the  most  abject  upon  their  feet.  This, 
wretched  man  begged  the  visitor  to  find  some  distant  relatives,  which 
he  mentioned,  and  try  to  persuade  them  once  more,  and  for  the  last 
time,  to  send  him  a  little  aid  which  would  enable  him  to  try  again  to 
help  himself.  Meanwhile  a  Christian  man  who  had  known  him 
for  several  years,  promised  to  procure  for  him  a  steady  situation  in 
about  six  weeks  provided  he  would  abandon  drink,  but  in  the  mean- 
time he  required  aid  and  decent  clothing,  and  also  an  opportunity  to 
regain  health  and  strength.  The  visitor  encouraged  in  him  every 
hope.    Friends  were  sought  and  though  at  first  they  seemed  to  think 
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it  useless,  were  willing  to  act  with  the  Association,  convinced  that 
now  indeed  was  his  last  chance.  Some  cheap  jewelry  was  purchased 
for  him,  he  was  decently  fitted  out,  and  he  started  to  go  from  town 
to  town,  to  get  outside  of  New  York  City  and  away  from  old  asso- 
ciations. In  three  weeks  time  he  had  doubled  his  little  fund,  and 
was  on  his  way  to  manhood.  Returning  to  the  city  with  past 
experience  in  his  memory,  he  wisely  concluded  to  go  to  one  of  our 
down-town  Missions,  and  placing  his  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
Superintendent  remained  there  for  security  and  rest,  but  better  still 
in  a  few  weeks  he  who  so  short  a  time  before  seemed  lost  to  hope 
earnestly  and  honestly  sought  the  Divine  strength,  came  out  of 
the  Mission  a  redeemed  man  and  since  that  time  has  proved  himself 
a  sober,  industrious  Christian  gentleman.  Walking  into  the  Asso- 
ciation rooms  a  few  days  ago,  it  could  scarcely  be  realized  that  he 
was  the  wretched  man  who  had  presented  himself  a  short  time 
previously  for  relief. 

On  the  first  floor  of  a  down  town  tenement  house  was  found  a 
French  widow,  with  three  small  helpless  children,  the  oldest  a  girl 
of  four,  and  the  youngest  a  posthumous  child  of  two  months.  Being 
but  five  years  in  a  strange  land,  with  her  family  and  friends  across 
the  ocean,  and  unable  to  speak  our  language,  this  little  woman  seem- 
ed particularly  helpless  and  needy.  The  illness  of  the  husband  for 
a  year  with  consumption  necessarily  consumed  the  earnings  they  had 
managed  to  save,  though  she  was  able  to  bury  him,  and  pay  two  and 
a  half  months'  rent,  the  French  Benevolent  Society  co-operating  with 
help.  Since  her  confinement,  however,  she  has  been  unfit  for  almost 
any  kind  of  work,  and  we  could  but  go  on  aiding  her  without  any 
hope  of  placing  her  in  a  self-sustaining  position.  Seeing  that  the 
cure  for  her  case  was  to  return  her  to  France  and  her  friends, 
the  Association,  after  being  assured  that  she  would  be  cared  for,  by 
a  letter  which  was  received  from  her  friends,  at  once  consulted 
Mr.  Wm.  Blake,  Superintendent  of  the  out-door  poor,  who  has 
so  many  times  come  to  our  rescue  in  cases  of  this  kind,  and  he  kindly 
secured  passage  for  them  to  France.  Clothing  and  necessities  were 
provided  by  the  Association.  The  visitor  was  convinced  that  al- 
though above  the  average  intelligence,  the  poor  woman  was  too  help- 
less and  delicate  to  fight  life's  battle  in  this  country  without  contin- 
ual aid,  and  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  was  to  enable  her  to  reach 
her  relatives  and  friends.  This  was  one  of  the  very  few  cases  in 
which  the  Association  ever  endorses  emigration. 

Another  case  particularly  worthy  of  attention  and  assistance  was 
that  of  a  hard  working  English  woman,  who  had  been  for  thirteen 
years  a  respectable  and  industrious  widow.  Though  delicate,  she 
was  obliged  to  take  in  washing  and  by  the  hardest  labor  not  only 
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striving  to  support  herself  and  son,  but  was  hampered  with  the  addi- 
tional burden  of  a  married  daughter,  and  her  little  baby.  This 
daughter,  twenty-two  years  old,  was  a  very  delicate  young  woman, 
unable  to  work,  and  having  been  ill-treated  and  then  deserted  by  a 
worthless  husband,  sought  the  kind  though  meagre  shelter  of  her 
hard  working  mother's  home.  They  were  in  a  most  needy  condition, 
for  the  mother,  though  stating  with  tears,  that  she  was  willing  to 
"work  her  fingers  to  the  bone  for  her  children,"  found  work  slack, 
and  even  at  the  best,  seemed  scarcely  able  to  endure  excessive  labor. 
Their  home  was  in  an  attic,  but,  though  meanly  furnished,  looked 
neat  and  clean.  The  widow  had  struggled  on  all  these  years  without 
aid,  but  sickness  now  compelled  her  to  look  for  assistance.  At  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  the  poor  creature  was  earning  but  $2.50  per 
week,  having  pawned  articles  to  meet  her  rent  ;  we  at  once  relieved 
her  wants  by  coal,  groceries  and  sewing.  Both  mother  and  daughter 
showed  their  severe  suffering  in  their  pallid  faces.  We  watched 
the  family  carefully  until  the  widow  obtained  enough  work  for 
support,  and  the  day  the  case  was  closed  both  mother  and  daughter 
assured  the  visitor  that  they  would  have  starved  had  it  not  been  for 
the  timely  assistance  of  the  Association.  The  combination  of  alms 
and  friendship  here  did  a  work  that  otherwise  could  not  have  been 
accomplished. 

One  year  ago,  in  October,  a  woman  made  application  at  the  office, 
not  for  relief,  but  for  advice  concerning  her  children,  three  of  whom 
she  wished ^to  have  placed  in  an  institution.  She  stated  that  her 
husband  had  never  properly  provided  for  his  family,  and  that  he  had 
some  time  before  gone  out  to  Michigan  to  look  for  work.  She  had 
lost  all  trace  of  him  and  did  not  believe  that  he  meant  to  return  to 
his  home.  She  said  that  she  w^as  willing  to  work,  but  found  it  im- 
possible to  support  four  children.  Upon  inquiry,  the  woman  was 
found  to  be  very  deserving.  Application  was  made  at  the  Juvenile 
Asylum  for  the  admission  of  three  of  the  children.  It  was  learned 
that  it  would  be  best  to  have  them  committed  for  one  year.  Ac- 
cordingly the  District  Court  was  visited,  and  the  children  were  com- 
mitted to  the  institution.  The  woman  secured  work  and  was  able  to 
provide  comfortably  for  herself  and  her  young  child.  Nine  months 
later  the  woman  again  presented  herself  at  the  office  to  tell  the  glad 
tale  of  her  husband's  return.  She  said  that  he  deeply  mourned  his 
past  conduct,  and  that  he  was  now  willing  and  anxious  to  provide 
for  his  family.  He  desired  to  have  his  three  boys  at  home  again, 
but  the  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  thought  it  best  they  should 
not  be  taken  home  before  the  end  of  the  year.  So  the  mother 
again  sought  advice.  The  visitor  went  to  see  the  family,  and  found 
the  home  neat  and  comfortable.  After  watching  the  case  for  a  little 
time  she  felt  convinced  that  the  man  was  sincere  in  his  resolutions. 
He  was  sober  and  steadily  employed  at  good  wages,  and  there  ap- 
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peared  no  reason  why  the  children  should  not  return.  Upon  stating 
the  circumstances  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  he  willingly 
dismissed  the  children.  With  a  glad  heart  the  mother  took  home 
her  little  ones,  and  her  expressions  of  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 
the  kindly  interest  of  the  Association  were  very  touching. 

A  case  which  has  been  known  to  the  Association  since  1885,  and 
visited  and  aided  frequently,  is  that  of  a  respectable  American 
Protestant  woman,  whose  husband  deserted  her  and  left  her  without 
any  means  but  her  own  exertions  to  provide  for  four  children.  The 
little  ones  were  then  too  young  to  be  put  to  work,  and  appreciating 
the  advantages  of  a  good  common  school  education,  the  mother  re- 
solved to  give  it  to  them.  For  this  end  she  toiled  early  and  late, 
often  well  nigh  despairing,  but  encouraged  withal  by  kindly  sympathy 
and  aid.  The  devotion  of  such  a  mother  could  not  fail  to  meet  with 
reward.  At  the  end  of  September  the  eldest  boy  went  to  work  at 
$3.00  a  week,  and  family  prospects  brightened.  But  in  the  summer, 
owing  to  some  unaccountable  reason,  the  woman's  work  failed,  and 
for  a  time  she  was  in  sad  distress.  She  was  helped  through  this  try- 
ing period  by  the  Association.  Then  the  dawn  of  better  days  began. 
The  two  eldest  boys  are  now  employed.  Their  joint  earnings  are 
$55.00  per  month,  and  they  have  the  prospect  of  advancement  if 
they  prove  capable,  of  which  they  give  every  promise.  The  family 
is  now  self-supporting,  and  the  motlier  cannot  too  often  express  her 
gratitude  for  the  patience  of  the  visitor  and  the  timely  aid  tendered 
by  the  Association. 

When  the  winter  was  setting  in  our  visitor  was  called  to  see  a  re- 
spectable colored  family,  for  the  relief  of  whose  need  application 
had  been  made.  The  man,  liis  wife  and  a  babe  of  a  few  weeks  were 
living  in  a  small  so-called  "  furnished  room,"  the  furniture  consist- 
ing of  a  bed,  a  chair,  a  table  and  a  diminutive  oil  stove.  For  this 
questionable  comfort  they  were  paying  $2.00  per  week.  The  man 
had  no  steady  employment,  but  had  been  doing  odd  jobs,  such  as 
kalsomining,  sawing  wood  or  putting  in  coal,  but  he  could  not  earn 
enough  to  meet  even  the  moderate  requirements  of  his  family.  He 
was  offered  work  in  the  wood-yard,  which  he  gladly  accepted,  and 
was  industrious  there  for  parts  of  ten  days,  receiving  $5.00  for  his 
labor.  This  gave  earnest  of  his  ability  and  willingness  to  work  and 
signified  a  laudable  desire  for  better  labor.  The  money  he  had 
earred  paid  his  room  rent,  and  the  family  having  been  provided  with 
food,  other  work,  as  the  care  of  furnaces,  was  secured  for  the  man 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Superintendent  of  Relief.  It  was  now 
thought  advisable  to  move  the  family  to  better  quarters.  A  month's 
rent  was  secured  and  groceries  were  provided  until  the  man  received 
his  first  wages,  when  the  case  was  closed  as  regards  relief,  but  the 
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visitor  went  in  occasionally  to  make  a  friendly  call.  They  were 
urged  to  make  an  effort  to  go  to  housekeeping  and  not  bring  up 
their  children  in  furnished  rooms.  They  promised  to  try,  and 
always  seemed  very  grateful  for  the  interest  taken  in  their  affairs. 
Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  the  visitor  lost  sight  of  them. 
They  had  moved  again,  and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  them  until 
one  day  in  September,  when  the  man  came  to  the  office,  requesting 
that  the  visitor  would  call  again  to  see  his  wife,  who  was  ill.  She 
was  pleased  to  do  so,  and  was  much  surprised  and  gratified  to 
find  the  family  living  in  two  very  comfortable  rooms,  which  they 
had  furnished  themselves.  A  great  effort  to  act  upon  the  visitor's 
advice  had  been  made,  for  they  had  felt  the  wisdom  of  her  counsel. 
In  less  than  four  months  from  the  time  the  first  call  was  made 
they  had  accomplished  what  they  were  resolved  upon.  For  this 
they  are  to  be  commended,  and  must  be  held  up  as  an  example 
to  those  who  think  it  is  an  impossibility  to  save  enough  for  such  a 
purpose.  The  wife  is  now  restored  to  health  and  the  man  has  gained 
the  confidence  of  his  first  employers  and  secured  ample  work,  so 
that  the  family  is  comfortably  provided  for. 


On  the  21st  of  March  last  the  visitor  found  at  their  address  in 
Mulberry  street,  on  the  top  floor,  a  family  of  seven,  man,  wife  and 
five  children,  the  eldest  a  delicate  girl  of  fourteen  years.  At  this  time 
the  father  who  was  a  hard  working,  sober  man,  kind  to  his  wife  and 
children,  ^d  had  been  employed  as  driver  for  a  business  house  for 
two  years,  had  unfortunately,  with  twenty-five  other  employees,  been 
laid  off  from  slackness  of  work.  The  wife  and  mother  had  been 
seeking  in  vain  for  employment  of  any  kind,  and  the  only  depend- 
ence and  support  of  the  entire  family  was  the  frail  young  girl  of  four- 
teen, who  could  only  earn  even  by  close  application,  the  scanty  sum 
of  $1.50  per  week,  on  which  they  tried  to  exist.  It  was  the  sad  old 
story  of  "no  work  "  week  after  week,  every  available  article  pawned 
or  sold,  with  sickness  and  poverty,  each  day  sadder  and  more  hopeless. 
They  were  helped  by  our  Association  with  groceries  and  sewing  for 
the  mother.  The  visitor  sought  to  obtain  a  situation  for  the  hus- 
band at  West  Fifty-third  street,  but  found  it  filled,  so  she  bethought 
her  of  trying  his  old  employer.  She  found  that  by  a  very  singular 
coincidence  a  workman  had  that  very  morning  been  discharged, 
and  on  her  application,  after  stating  the  destitution  and  sickness 
of  the  family,  the  man  was  gladly  reinstated  in  his  old  position. 
The  place  where  the  young  girl  worked  was  next  visited  and 
through  the  interest  and  representation  of  the  Association's  visitor, 
the  little  girl's  work  was  not  only  secured,  but  an  increase  of  salary 
to  $2.50  was  obtained.  So  this  worthy  and  interesting  family  are 
once  more  placed  in  an  independent  position,  grateful  indeed  for  the 
helping  hand  extended  to  them  in  their  time  of  need. 
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An  interesting  and  encouraging  case  was  that  of  an  American 
Protestant  family  which  came  under  notice  in  the  month  of  February. 
The  family  being  large,  its  members  were  in  great  need  because  the 
father,  a  truckman  working  on  half  time,  could  not  provide  sufficient 
for  their  requirements.  Besides  the  father,  mother  and  four  children 
under  twelve  years  of  age,  an  old  grandfather  was  a  member  of  the 
family,  also  a  sister  of  the  wife  some  twenty-four  years  of  age  who 
was  ill  with  consumption  and  confined  to  her  bed.  This  family  of 
eight  persons  was  crowded  together  in  two  rooms.  The  children  were 
obliged  to  sleep  with  the  adults,  and  as  a  natural  consequence  of 
breathing  the  poisoned  air  of  the  poorly  ventilated  apartments  their 
health  had  become  affected.  After  relieving  the  immediate  need  of 
the  family  an  effort  was  made  to  improve  their  sanitary  condition. 
No  one  member  of  the  family  could  be  removed  but  the  invalid,  and 
she  was  very  unwilling  to  go.  Having  once  been  an  inmate  of 
an  Hospital  for  some  months  she  objected  to  entering  one  again. 
Through  the  kind  patience  of  the  visitor,  the  young  woman  was 
at  last  brought  to  see  that  remaining  with  the  family  was  only  a 
selfish  gratification  ;  that  she  was  really  injuring  them  by  poisoning 
the  atmosphere  of  the  room,  thus  impairing  the  health  of  the 
children,  and  besides  claimed  a  large  portion  of  the  mother's 
attention  from  her  children  and  household  duties.  Efforts  were 
then  made  to  place  the  invalid  in  some  one  of  the  City  Hospi'-als, 
but  without  success  ;  some  were  too  full  and  others  were  justly 
unable  to  receive  a  patient  so  far  advanced  in  consumption.  There- 
fore, the  co-operation  of  the  Superintendent  of  Out  Door  Relief  was 
sought,  and  through  his  kindly  influence  the  woman  was  admitted  to 
Bellevue  Hospital  for  a  few  weeks,  and  then  transferred  to  one  of 
the  Island  Hospitals,  where  she  still  lives  and  is  quite  contented.  In 
the  meantime,  the  family  had  been  supplied  with  food,  fuel  and 
clothing  and  many  kindly  suggestions  of  the  visitor  tending  to  the 
moral  elevation  of  the  family,  had  been  acted  upon.  The  man,  who 
was  sober  and  industrious  was  soon  given  full  time  by  his  employers, 
the  grandfather  began  to  earn  a  little,  and  the  wife  also  was  able  to 
contribute  somewhat  toward  the  family  support,  for  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Association  three  of  the  children  had  been  placed  in 
one  of  the  Industrial  schools.  Several  months  have  gone  by,  and 
the  good  seed  planted  still  brings  forth  fruit.  The  condition  of  this 
family  is  certainly  improved  and  elevated,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
know  that  these  people  appreciate  and  are  grateful  for  the  efforts  put 
forth  in  their  behalf. 

In  the  depth  of  winter,  the  attention  of  the  Association  was  called 
to  a  Protestant  family  living  in  a  garret  in  a  miserable  tenement 
on  Cherry  street.  The  family  condition  was  most  deplorable. 
The  man,  his  wife  and  three  small  children  shivering  in  one  room, 
through  the  roof  of  which  the  pitiless  winds  of  winter  whistled.  The 
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room  was  almost  barren  of  furniture,  the  parents  slept  on  the  floor, 
the  elder  children  in  boxes,  and  the  baby  was  swung  in  an  old  shawl 
attached  to  the  rafters  by  cords  by  way  of  a  hammock.  The  father, 
a  seaman,  had  been  obliged  to  give  up  that  calling  because  he  was  in 
consumption,  and  was  earning  a  precarious  living  by  gathering  roots 
and  flowers  in  the  woods  and  selling  them  on  the  streets.  But  the 
inclement  weather  had  kept  him  from  going  out,  and  a  sick  child 
had  claimed  the  mother's  attention,  so  that  these  parents  though 
willing  were  unable  to  provide  either  bread  or  fire  for  their  little 
ones.  The  crying  need  was  speedily  stopped  by  the  Association. 
The  family  was  moved  from  their  miserable  lodging  to  better  quarters, 
and  kept  in  charge  until  the  father  was  able  to  earn  again,  and  some 
friends  became  interested  enough  to  help.  During  the  summer  the 
mother  and  babies  were  given  a  trip  to  Coney  Island,  which  was  a 
source  of  much  pleasure  and  benefit.  The  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Health  was  called  to  the  miserable  tenement  in  which  the  family 
was  first  found,  and  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  through  their  efforts, 
the  condition  of  the  house  is  much  improved. 

An  American  Protestant  widow,  with  two  small  children,  one  a 
babe  of  a  few  weeks,  was  found  in  the  depths  of  distress  and  grief, 
Her  husband  had  died  suddenly  leaving  his  family  unprovided  for. 
The  woman,  a  shoe-fitter  by  trade,  was  capable  and  willing  to  work 
if  work  could  be  procured.  A  strong  effort  was  now  put  forth  by 
the  visitor  to  secure  work  for  this  poor  woman.  It  would  occupy  too 
much  spacefto  give  details.  Factories  were  visited,  superintendents 
and  forewomen  interviewed,  and  at  last  when  well  nigh  despairing,  a 
promise  was  obtained.  A  place  was  found  where  by  working  for  ten 
hours  a  day  the  woman  could  earn  from  $6.00  to  $7.00  per  week,  and 
at  the  prospect  the  sad  mother  was  cheered  and  life  began  for  her  to 
have  its  true  meaning.  A  woman  was  engaged  to  take  care  of  the 
children  and  she  went  to  work.  The  sympathy  shown  this  woman 
and  the  efforts  made  to  improve  her  condition  stimulated  her  to 
greater  self-effort.  By  helping  her  to  help  herself,  she  had  the 
courage  again  to  take  up  the  hard  burden  of  life. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  an  American  Catholic 
family  was  visited.  The  man  had  been  very  ill,  and  coughed  in- 
cessantly. He  w^as  in  need  of  medicine  and  nourishing  food.  The 
wife  seemed  inefficient  and  did  not  properly  care  for  her  husband  and 
two  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  a  cripple  named  Joe.  The 
room  was  very  untidy  and  dirty,  and  the  atmosphere  close  and  foul. 
Rent  was  overdue,  and  eviction  feared.  Coal  and  food  was  at 
once  sent  to  the  family,  and  tbe  visitor  then  interviewed  the  land- 
lord, with  a  view  to  compromising  matters  and  securing  a  stay*  of 
proceedings.    The  man  would  not  hear  of  any  such  thing.    He  said 
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tlie  people  were  not  desirable  tenants,  not  only  because  they  did  not 
meet  their  payments  promptly  but  also  because  their  uncleanly 
habits  were  beyond  human  endurance.  The  visitor  here  remarked 
that  landlords  have  it  in  their  power  to  enforce  cleanliness,  and 
should  they  insist  upon  it  much  good  might  be  the  result.  The  man 
said  there  was  no  use  of  cooperation  in  that  line,  and  that  he  thought 
he  should  leave  such  work  to  philanthropists  entirely.  Hopeless  as 
the  case  appeared,  it  was  taken  in  charge.  The  family  was  moved, 
a  generous  milk  diet  furnished  the  invalid,  with  other  suitable  relief. 
Advice,  lessons  in  housekeeping,  and  some  insight  into  sanitary 
laws  were  given.  Joe,  a  boy  of  five  years,  and  a  cripple  from 
infancy,  having  never  walked,  was  sent  to  the  Hospital  for  the  Rup- 
tured and  Crippled.  Soon,  a  relative  living  with  the  family  secured 
work  in  a  factory,  and  was  able  to  pay  for  his  lodging,  the  woman 
found  employment  in  a  shop,  and  the  man's  health  had  improved  so 
much  with  proper  nourishment  that  he  thought  of  resuming  work 
again.  The  aspect  of  things  had  undergone  a  complete  transforma- 
tion, and  the  rooms  had  a  tidy  appearance.  The  woman  flattered  by 
the  seeming  possibility  of  her  husband's  returning  health  brought  the 
boy  home  from  the  hospital.  But  neither  the  brightness  of  the  eye  nor 
the  flush  on  the  cheek  were  indications  of  health,  but  only  the  decep- 
tive signs  with  which  the  dread  destroyer  (consumption)  marks  his 
victims.  Day  by  day  the  man  faded  and  after  a  time  passed  away. 
Little  Joe  was  sent  back  to  the  hospital  where  he  still  remains  and  is 
learning  to  walk.  His  progress  is  slow,  but  hopes  are  entertained  of 
a  complete  cure  in  time.  The  mother  has  bravely  taken  up  the 
burden  of  life  and  so  far  has  done  well.  She  feels  that  but  for  the 
care  and  attention  of  the  Association,  her  boy  would  still  be  a  hope- 
less cripple,  and  she  herself  struggling  with  grim  poverty  and  want. 
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APPEXDIX  "a:' 

EXTRACTS  from  former  Reports  of  the  Association,  relating  to 
Improved  Dwellings  for  the  Poor,  namely  : 

Fourth  Annual  Repjrt.  vol.  1,  page  22,  1847—"  Dwellings  for  tlie  Laboring 
Classes'' 

The  subject  of  improving  the  tenements  of  the  laboring  classes,  noticed 
in  the  last  Report,  hao  also  continued  to  receive  the  attention  of  the  Board, 
the  result  of  whose  investigations  may  be  thus  summarily  stated  : 

1.  'I  hat  the  tenements  of  the  poor  in  this  city  are  generally  defective  in 
size,  arrangement,  supplies  of  water,  warmth  and  ventilation  ;  also  that 
the  yards,  sinks  and  sewerage  are  in  bad  condition.  The  occupants,  con- 
sequently, often  suffer  from  sickness  and  premature  mortality  :  their 
ability  for  self  maintenance  is  thereby  impiired  or  destroj'ed,  social  hab- 
its and  morals  are  debased,  and  a  vast  amount  of  wretchedness,  pauperism 
and  crime  is  produced. 

2.  Defective  as  are  these  tenements,  they  frequently'  pay  rents  which, 
increased  by  a  system  of  sub-tenantcy,  become  very  oppressive,  and  as 
this  system  in  other  respects  is  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  tenants,  it 
should  be  superseded  by  a  more  equitable  and  less  oppressive  system. 

3.  Buildings  may  be  erected  for  the  laboring  classes,  with  all  the  requi- 
sites for  health,  comfort  and  economy,  and  let  at  rents  sufficient  to  give 
a  fair  remuneration  to  the  capitalist,  and  at  the  same  time  be  within  the 
reach  of  the  less  wealthy. 

4.  Great  vjlue  should  be  attached  to  this  much-desired  reform,  seeing 
that  it  lies  at  the  basis  of  other  reforms  ;  and  as  the  health  and  morals  of 
thousands  are  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  influence  of  circumstances 
around  them,  an  improvement  of  the  circumstances  in  connection  with 
other  appropriate  means,  afford  the  only  rational  hope  of  effectually  ele- 
vating their  character  and  condition,  and  of  relieving  the  city  from  nu- 
merous evils  which  now  exist. 

5.  The  subject  has  peculiarly  urgent  claims  upon  the  wealthy,  V)ecau?e 
it  is  one  which  thej'  alone  are  competent  to  effect ;  and  the}'  may  enter 
upon  it  either  from  philanthropic  or  pecuniary  considerations,  with  the 
assurance  of  advantage  to  themselves  and  the  community  at  large,  but 
especially  with  benefit  to  great  numbers  of  their  suffering  fellow  men. 

The  Board  lithographed  their  plans  for  building,  and  were,  by  a  mature 
consideration  of  the  subj-ct,  otherwise  prepared  for  an  immediate  prose- 
cution of  the  undertaking.  But  it  being  evident  to  the  gentlemen  who 
propose  to  furnish  the  capital  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  them  to 
attend  personally  to  the  details  of  the  business,  measures  have  been  taken 
to  create  a  distinct  organization,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  these 
plans. 
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Fifth  Annual  Report,  vol.  1,  page  18,  1818. — "  Dwellings  for  the  Laboring 
Classes. " 

The  subject  of  improving  the  dwellings  of  the  laboring  classes,  noticed 
in  previous  reports,  has  continued  to  receive  the  attention  of  the  Board. 
During  the  year,  the  committee  to  whom  the  business  was  referred 
gathered  up.  through  the  agency  of  the  City  Missionaries,  much  valuable 
information  relative  to  the  tenements  of  the  poor  in  different  parts  of  the 
city  ;  and  of  so  startling  a  character  were  some  of  the  facts  as  to  streng- 
then the  conviction  that  more  should  be  done  to  arouse  public  attention 
to  the  subject  than  has  yet  been  attempted.  The  original  view  of  the 
Board  involved  the  idea  of  a  separate  and  distinct  organization,  which 
should  employ  its  own  funds  to  erect  one  or  more  model  dwellings  of  the 
most  approved  designs,  to  be  let  to  suitable  tenants,  at  a  rent  not  exceed- 
ing that  ordinarily  paid  for  the  worst  description  of  tenements.  But, 
owing  to  causes  beyond  their  control,  such  an  organization  h  is  not  yet 
been  formed  ;  they  have,  however,  the  gratification  to  state  that  the  at- 
tention of  capitalists  and  builders  having  been  drawn  to  the  subject^ 
some  improvement  in  this  class  of  tenements  has  already  been  made,  and 
the  hope  is  indulged  that  they  will  be  progressive.  Extensive  observation 
and  experience,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  having  shown  the  connec- 
tion which  exists  between  the  phj^sical  elevation  of  the  poor  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  social,  civil  and  religious  condition,  the  Board  regard 
the  subject  not  only  interesting  in  itself,  but  as  legitimately  falling  within 
the  objects  of  the  Association.  They  design,  therefore,  so  far  as  in  their 
power,  to  give  it  the  attention  its  importance  demands,  and  the  Com- 
mittee having  the  business  in  charge  still  intend  to  erect  model  buildings 
when  the  temporary  hindrances  to  their  action  shall  have  been  removed. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Report,  page  42,  1856 — "  Legislative  Action  in  Respect 
to  Tenement  Mouses.''^ 

The  improvement  of  this  class  of  buildings  has  long  received  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Association,  for  it  was  found  that  nothing  could  be  effectually 
done  to  improve  the  character  and  condition  of  the  poor  on  a  large  scale 
without  first  improving  their  habitations.  As  early  as  1846  the  most  ap  - 
proved plans  for  such  dwellings  were  obtained  by  the  Board,  lithographed 
and  distributed  among  the  builders  and  property  holders,  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  their  attention  to  the  subject.  Sub?equently,  from  year  to 
year,  investigations  were  made  and  facts  relating  to  such  tenements 
gathered  up  and  again  disseminated,  for  the  purpose  of  effecthig  reforms 
in  their  construction  and  management.  These  various  measures  resulted 
eventually  in  the  erection  of  numerous  buildings  of  this  class  of  a  decid- 
edly improved  character.  Still  so  many  flagrant  evils  existed  which  were 
not  likely  to  be  checked,  except  by  legal  coercion,  that  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature  a  special  committee  of  that  body  was  appointed  to  ex 
amine  into  the  condition  of  the  tenement  houses  in  this  City  and  Brook- 
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lyn,  with  a  view  of  projecting  some  plan  of  reform  as  a  basis  of  future 
legislation. 

The  aforesaid  Committee,  aided  by  the  police,  accordingly  entered  with 
energy  upon  their  investigations,  but  in  the  brief  time  allowed  them  near 
the  close  of  the  legislative  session,  they  were  unable  to  do  more  than  to 
glance  at  evils  which  were  of  such  magnitude  as  to  demand  protracted 
and  searching  scrutiny.  The  facts  elicited,  however,  were  very  import- 
ant, being  confirmatory  of  statements  before  published  by  the  Association, 
and  showing  the  injurious  influence  thus  exerted  upon  the  health,  morals 
and  prosperity  of  the  community.  Subjoined  is  a  condensed  statement 
from  the  Committee's  report  to  the  Legislature,  which  reveals  an  abyss 
of  wretchedness  little  dreamed  of  by  thousands  in  this  opulent  city. 

Partial  returns,  made  up  hurriedly  by  the  captains  of  police  for  the  use 
of  the  Committee,  show  that  in  twenty  districts  there  are  over  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  tenement  houses  of  the  lowest  description,  occupied  by 
not  less  than  ten  families  in  each.  In  some  of  these  not  less  than  seventy 
families  reside,  and  into  a  few  more  than  one  hundred  families  are 
crowded.  A  number  of  these  dwellings  were  visited  by  your  Committee. 
In  one  building  one  hundred  and  ten  families  are  gathered,  some  of  them 
numbering  eight  or  ten  members,  occupying  one  close  apartment  and 
huddled  indiscriminately  in  damp,  foul  cellars,  to  breathe  the  air  of  which 
is  to  inhale  disease.  Here,  in  their  very  worst  aspect,  are  to  be  seen  the 
horrors  of  such  a  mode  of  living.  Here  are  to  be  found  drunken  and 
diseased  adults,  of  both  sexes,  lying  in  the  midst  of  filth  ;  idiotic  and 
crippled  children,  suffering  from  neglect  and  ill-treatment  ;  girls  just 
springing  ij^to  womanhood  living  indiscriminately  in  the  same  apart- 
ment with  men  of  all  ages  and  all  colors  ;  babes  left  so  destitute  of  care 
and  nourishment  as  to  be  only  fitted  for  a  jail  or  hospital  in  after  years, 
if  they  escape  the  blessing  of  an  early  grave.  Indeed,  no  language  could 
faithfully  depict  the  sufferings  and  misery  witnessed  even  in  the  hurried 
visits  paid  by  the  Committee  to  the  hotbeds  of  immorality,  drunkenness, 
debauchery  and  disease. 

The  practical  results  which  the  Committee  propose  to  secure  by  legisla- 
tive action  are  : 

Ventilation  and  cleanliness  in  tenement  houses,  so  that  the  public  health 
may  be  promoted,  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  prevented,  and  the 
expenses  of  public  hospitals  and  almshouses  decreased. 

An  enactment  forbidding  the  renting  of  underground  apartments  or 
cellars  as  tenements. 

Regulations  as  to  building  halls  and  staircases  in  houses  occupied  by 
more  than  three  families,  so  as  to  insure  easy  egress  in  case  of  fire. 

The  pi  evention  of  prostitution  and  incest  by  providing  that  only  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  rooms,  or  a  room  properly  divided  into  separate  apart- 
ments, shall  be  rented  to  families,  and  by  prohibiting  sub-letting. 

The  prevention  of  drunkenness  by  providing  for  every  man  a  comfort- 
able home. 


63 


FORTY-FIFTH   ANNUAL  REPORT. 


[1888 


Fourteenth  Annual  Report,  page  18,  1857 — 1.  "  The  Dwellings  of  the  La- 
boring  Classes." 

The  dwellings  occupied  by  these  classes  in  this  city  are  chiefly  of  two 
kinds.  (1.)  Dilapidated,  crazy  old  buildings,  once  inhabited  by  the 
wealthy,  who  have  removed  up  town  and  elsewhere  ;  crowded  rear  tene- 
ments in  filthy  yards  and  courts,  dark,  damp  basements,  leaky  garrets, 
shops,  outhouses  and  even  stables  converted  into  dwellings,  though 
scarcely  fit  to  shelter  brutes. 

(2.)  The  more  recently  erected  tenement  houses,  which  w^ere  rendered 
necessary  by  the  great  influx  of  immigrants  a  few  years  since,  and  by 
the  general  increase  of  a  class  of  population  requiring  cheap  dwellings. 

In  respect  to  some  of  the  latter  class  of  tenements,  it  is  but  justice  to 
remark  that  they  are  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  buildings  before 
described,  inasmuch  as  they  possess  many  accommodations  which  are 
necessary  to  health,  comfort  and  decency,  at  rents  which,  in  this  city, 
may  be  termed  moderate,  and  are  not  over-crowded.  But  this  descrip- 
tion, unhappily,  applies  to  comparatively  few.  The  far  greater  number 
are  over-crowded,  and  so  contracted  in  their  plan  and  defective  in  their 
arrangement  as  to  be  no  better  than  the  wretched  class  of  tenements  they 
were  designed  to  supersede  ;  and  thjs  is  the  more  inexcusable  as  a  little 
more  outlay  oji  a  better  plan  5f  construction  w^ould  have  made  them  com- 
fortable and  healthy  dwellings. 

In  treating  this  subject  it  is  proper  t )  premise  that  nothing  is  assumed. 
What  is  not  self-evident  has  been  established  by  experiment.  Facts  show 
that  the  health  and  morals  of  the  poor  are  influenced  by  the  dwellings  in 
which  they  live.  These  facts  are  matter  of  record  and  open  to  ordinary 
observation.  Both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  it  is  found  that  wretch- 
edness, crime,  disease,  and  the  premature  death  of  multitudes  of  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes  are  owing  to  badly-constructed,  ill-ventilated,  over- 
crowded tenements.  It  is  not  less  certain  that  the  foul,  damp  air  en- 
gendered in  close,  dark,  contracted  dwellings  and  courts  will  destro}' 
health  and  life  than  that  the  depression  oi  the  vital  powers  by  the  same 
mnlarious  influences  tends  to  the  use  of  strong  drink,  loss  of  character 
and  social  demoralization.  It  is  shown,  moreover,  that  the  poor  suffer 
not  alone  from  these  causes,  for  diseases  are  not  confined  to  the  localities 
where  they  originate,  but  widely  diffuse  their  poisonous  miasma.  Hence, 
though  the  poor  may  fall  in  greater  numbers  because  of  their  nearer 
proximity  to  the  causes  of  disease,  yet  the  rich  who  inhabit  the  splendid 
squares  and  spacious  street >  of  this  metropolis  often,  become  the  victims 
of  the  same  disorders  which  afflict  their  poorer  brethren.  Nor  should  the 
momentous  fact  be  overlooked  that  the  same  causes  wh'ch  occasion 
a  great  amount  of  physical  suffering  to  the  laborer  and  a  high  rate  of 
mortality,  at  the  same  time  impairs  his  ability  for  self-support,  iiicrease 
taxation  and  present  almost  insuperable  obstacles  to  his  social  elevation 
and  moral  and  religious  improvement.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that 
to  place  within  the  reach  of  the  humblest  in  the  community  the  elevating 
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influences  of  healthy  and  attractive  homes  is  a'l  object  not  only  deserving 
the  special  attention  of  this  Association,  and  of  our  State  and  City  Gov- 
ernment, but  which  should  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
useful  efforts  of  benevolence. 


Fifteenth  Annual  Report,  page  52,  1858. — Working  Men's  Homes.''' 

The  model  tenant  liouse  for  colored  people,  noticed  in  previous  reports, 
continues  to  supply,  on  a  very  limited  scale,  one  of  the  great  physical 
and  social  necessities  of  this  commercial  metropolis.  It  has  now  been 
in  operation  about  three  years,  and  its  success  is  probably  all  that  should 
have  been  expected  under  the  circumstances.  With  all  the  disadvantages 
inseparable  from  a  new  enterprise,  it  has  paid  about  six  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  stock,  which  is  better  than  is  realized  by  kindred  institutions 
abroad,  where  not  more  than  two  and  a-half  or  three  per  cent,  on  such 
investments  have  been  paid  or  expected. 

In  its  philanthropic  objects  tiie  establishment  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. Eighty-seven  such  houses,  capable  of  accommodating  four  hun- 
dred persons — so  fully  and  economically  provided  with  every  requisite  for 
health  and  comfort — cannot  probably  elsewhere  be  found  occupied  by 
such  a  cla^s  of  persons  in  this  or  any  other  city.  How  great  is  the  con- 
trast between  the  neatness,  quiet  and  good  order  here  secured  and  enjoyed, 
and  the  filth,  discomfort  an  1  wretchedness  in  which  most  colored  persons 
are  counselled  to  live  !  Here,  the  inmates  are  completely  rescued  from 
domiciliary  degradation  :  around  them  are  thrown  such  circumstances  as 
tend  to  their  ^loral  and  domestic  elevation  ; — and  they  have  in  a  very  en- 
couraging degree  been  attended  with  corresponding  social  results.  At 
the  opening  of  the Home,"  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  there  was 
much  disorder,  disquiet,  and  even  great  indecencies  of  conduct ;  but  all 
these  evils  gradually  disappeared  under  the  genial  influences  of  their  im- 
proved physical  condition,  and  njw  a  more  orderly,  cleanlj^,  well-behaved 
community  of  tenants  in  humble  life  can  nowhere  be  found.  Such,  at 
least,  is  the  unvarying  testimony  of  numerous  competent  judges  who 
have  visited  the  establishment,  and  the  condition  of  the  house  this  day 
most  happily  illustrates  the  truth  of  the  statement. 

A  great  increase  of  this  class  of  buildings  is  much  needed  in  this  city, 
for  each  will  not  only  meet  a  pressing  demand,  but  by  exemplifying  the 
advantages  which  msiy  thus  be  secured  invite  imitation.  All  well-directed , 
exertions  for  such  an  object  must  be  attended  with  valuable  practical  re- 
sults. Taxes  will  diminish  as  the  depraved  health  and  morals  of  large 
masses  of  the  people  shall  be  improved,  and  the  iiagrant  wrongs  now  in- 
flicted upon  the  defenceless  tenant  will  be  redressed,  as  a  sound  public 
sentiment  shall  be  formed  on  the  subject.  Improvements,  in  short,  in 
this  direction,  will  be  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  poor,  of  safety  to  the  com- 
munity, and  of  economy  to  the  public  treasury. 
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APPEIVDIX  "  B." 

RELIEF  STATISTICS. 


Abstract  of  Relief  for  the  Year 

1887.  October  

November  

December  

1888.  January  

February   1,192 

March  

^  April  

May  

June  

July  

August  , 

September  


September  30,  1888. 


Families. 

Persons. 

Amounts. 

207    . . . 

882    . . 

. .  $  732  67 

508    . . . 

.    2,286    .  . 

. .    1,082  61 

944    . . . 

.    4.248    . . 

. .    2,332  08 

1,629    . . . 

.    7,330    . . 

. .    3,857  52 

1,192    . . . 

.    5,364    . . 

. .    4,063  34 

1,068    . . . 

.    4,806    . . 

. .    2,619  22 

221    . . . 

994    . . 

. .    1,188  84 

155    . . . 

698    . . 

609  88 

135     . . 

608    . . 

590  92 

166    . . . 

747    . . 

547  11 

197    . . . 

886    . . 

582  42 

157    . . . 

707    . . 

. .      551  46 

6,579 

29,556 

$18,758  07 

Sewing  Department   1,831  93 

Fresh  Air  Fund   613  81 

Sanitary  Department   363  10 


Total  $21,566  91 

Groceries.  Shoes.  Coal.  Cash. 

1887.  October   $157  00  $68  50  $410  48 

November   315  00  $18  65       508  08 

December   682  00  249  00  386  37       586  72 

1888.  January   1,235  00  537  45  875  26       601  12 

February   1,520  00  366  15  423  00    1,300  28 

March   996  00  214  25  170  17      928  59 

April   449  25  89  50  261  88       348  31 

May   295  00  24  50  270  58 

June   233  00  28  50  280  42 

July   272  00  30  00  245  11 

>^ugust   300  00  37  00  245  42 

September   346  00  16  75  188  71 


$6,800  25  $1,661  60  $2,135  33  $5,909  22 
Total  amount  $18,758  07 

Number  of  Meals  and  Lodgings  furnished  during  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1888,  hy  months. 

Meals.  Lodgings.  Amounts. 

1887.    October   426    144    $63  40 

November   315    116    48  27 

December   161    45    22  22 

January   451    135    68  20 

February   751    245    109  93 

March   975    342    148  34 

April   227    62    32  07 

May   129    46    19  50 

June   41    14    6  05 

July   109    25    13  40 

August   127    37    20  09 

September   93    31    14  12 


3,804  1,242  $565  59 
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Abstract  of  Relief  for  the  Tear  ending  September  30,  1888. 
Number  of   persons  aided  with  groceries,    coal,  shoes, 

blankets,  medicine,  sick-room  food,  sewing,  etc   29,556 

Number  of  lodgings  to  single  persons   1,242 

"      "  meals  to  single  persons   3,804 

"      "  pairs  of  shoes  distributed   1,101 

"      "  tons  of  coal  distributed   548:^^ 

"         women  aided  by  sewing   309 

"      "  garments  made  by  these  women   3,965 

"      "  garments  given  out  to  the  poor   709 

"      "  visits  to  and  on  behalf  of  the  poor   15,430 

"      "  wood-yard  tickets  given  out                            .  616 

"      "  inspections  of  tenement  houses   431 

Employment  had,  temporary  and  permanent,  for   208 

False  addresses    287 

Frauds  exposed   114 

Table  slioinng  the  Nationality  and  Religion  of  Cases  relieved  by  the  Association 
during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1888. 

Number  of  Cases   6,579 

NATIONALITY. 

American  2,074       Spanish     21 

Irish  1,928       Cuban   17 

German  1,680       Welsh   15 

English                                       287       Danish   13 

Scotch                                         113       Hungarian   11 

French                                         89       Norwegian   7 

Italian                                          80       Greek...   6 

Bohemian                                     55       Austrian   6 

Swedish                                       50       Dutch    5 

Canadian                                      29       Prussian   4 

Russian  ^                              23       Belgian   3 

Polish                                          21       Roumanian   2 

Swiss                                           21       Turkish   2 

RELIGION. 

Protestant    ,2,981 

Roman  Catholic    2,743 

Hebrew  . .      147 

Religion  not  stated   708 

Table  showing  how  many  families  have  been  referred  to  The  New  York 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  by  its  mem- 
bers and  kindred  societies,  during  the  Year  ending  September  30,  1S88. 

Members  3,181 

Hospitals  and  Dispensaries   316 

Physicians   106 

Clergymen   267 

Grace  Church   187 

City  Mission   123 

Charity  Organization  Society     225 

Charities  and  Correction   94 

Other  Societies,  including  Children's  Aid,  St.  George's,  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children,  Young  Men's  and  Young 
Women's  Christian  Associations,  McAuley  Mission,  Eightli 
Ward  Mission,  Colored  Mission,  etc   .2,080 

6.579 
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APPENDIX 

Work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  Year  ending  SejHember  30,  1888. 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  COMPLAINTS. 


Defective  water-closets.   29 

Leaking  roofs   42 

Privy  vaults   13 

Cellaj-s  wet  and  dirty   17 

Broken  plaster   10 

Ceilings  falling  and  dangerous   7 

Bannisters  broken   3 

Wastepipes  defective   11 

Sinks  without  traps   3 

Sinks  broken  and  offensive   6 

Smoky  and  falling  chimneys   4 

No  fire  escapes   4 

No  ladders  to  fire  escapes   4 

Water  supply  deficient   33 

School  sinks  improperly  cared  for   2 

Yards  dirty   11 

Dangerous  walls   4 

Dweliings  in  cellars   12 

Gutters  obstructed   2 

Premises  generally  filthy   66 

Buildings  generally  dilapidated   19 

Rain  leaders  defective   3 

Cellars  filthy   62 

No  cause  for  complaint   22 

Miscellaneous   33 

Total  431 


INSPECTIONS  BY  MONTHS. 

1887.  October   41       1888.  June   15 

November  54  July   85 

1888.  January   81  August   55 

February   67  September   31 

March   25   

April   15 

May   12  Total   431 
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APPEVDIX 


OCCUPATION  of  some  of  tliose  to  whom  relief  was  given  during  the  year 
ending  September  30th,  1888. 


.\ctors   3 

Awniugmakers   I 

Artists   5 

Architects.    3 

Agents    9 

Bakers   14 

Barbers   12 

Blacksmiths   13 

Bartenders   9 

Brasstitters   23 

Basketaiaker   1 

Bricklayers   10 

Boxmakers   ]6 

Bookkeepers   17 

Bookbinders   12 

Broker                                           .  1 

Boilermaker   1 

Butchers  ...    21 

Builders   2 

Brushmaker   1 

Buttoumaker   1 

Carpenters   55 

Carvers   4 

Cabinetmakers   19 

Canvassers   13 

Chairmakers   i 

Carriagemakers   2 

Clerks   62 

Clergymen   1 

Chemist   1 

Cigarraakers   41 

Cooks   35 

Coopers    9 

Coachmen   21 

Conductors   5 

Collectors   5 

Coppersmith    1 

Cloakmakers   3 

Confectioners    3 

Dressmakers   22 

Drivers   99 

Druggists     2 

Dyers   2 

Electricians   4 

Engioeers   12 

Editors   2 

Framers   14 

Featherworkers   4 

Firemen,   11 

Fringemaker   1 

Flowermakers   5 

Fursewers   4 

Gardeners   8 

Gasfltters   9 

Glaziers   1 

Glassworkers   4 

Gilders   9 

Hatters   2 

Harnessmakers   2 

Hodcarriers    14 

Hostlers   12 

Horaeshoers   2 

Ironworkers   13 

Janitors   20 


Jewellers     8 

Junkmen   6 

Kalsomiuers.    4 

Knitters   5 

Laborers   525 

Laundresses   22 

Lawyers   2 

Leatherworkers   3 

Lettercarriers   2 

Longshoremen   47 

Locksmiths   4 

Lithographers   3 

Michiuists   19 

Masons   13 

M-irblecutters   2 

Marblepolishers   5 

Messeugers   3 

Milliners   3 

Moulders   13 

Musicians   14 

Newsdealers   4 

Nurses     34 

Oysteropeners   9 

Painters    Ill 

Plasterers   12 

Packers   9 

Paperhangers.    5 

Peddlers   81 

Printers   39 

Pianomakers   2 

Porters   30 

Photographer    1 

Pocketbookmakers   2 

Plumbers   11 

Physicians   3 

Rigpickers   7 

Rooters   8 

Rubberworker   1 

Salesmen   22 

Saleswomen   4 

Sawyers   9 

Siilmaker   1 

Se  imstresses.     443 

Seamen   27 

Servants   17 

Stewards   3 

Steamfitters   7 

Shoemakers   53 

Stonecutters   18 

Tailors   63 

Teachers   10 

Telegraph  operators   3 

Tinsmiths   12 

Tobacco  strippers   15 

Truck  drivers   16 

Trunkmaker   1 

Upholsterers   13 

Umbrellamakers   2 

Varnishers   14 

Waiters   55 

Watchmen   12 

Washers  and  scrubbers   621 

Weavers   3 

Wireworkers   3 
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Work  of  Seicing  Department  for  the  Tear  ending  September  30,  1888. 

Statement  of  the  description  and  quantity  of  Goods  Purchased  from  October 
20,  1887,  to  March  31,  1888. 

2,155^  yards  of  gingham.  C4^  dozen  spools  of  cotton. 

1,1681     "     "  cambric.  201       "  buttons. 

3,901^     "     "  muslin.  50       "     liooks  and  eyes. 

l,204i     "     "  calico.  2  patterns. 

437i     *'     "  embroidery.  1    tape  measure. 

27    pieces  of  cotton  trimming,  2    papers  of  needles. 

26    *  "     "  tape.  33    sets  of  woollen  mats. 

Total  number  of  yards  of  material  used   9,733-|. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  QUANTITY  OF  GARMENTS  MADE. 

Garments  for  women  2.235       Garments  for  men   342 

"         "    children  1,338       Sheets  and  pillow  cases.  ..  .  50 

Total  number  of  garments  made   3,965 

DISPOSITION  OF  GARMENTS. 
Sold  2,701       Given  out  to  the  poor  217 

THE  NUMBER  OF  WOMEN  AIDED. 

4  women  aided  5  times  ....  20       309  women  aided  once  30P 

38       "       "     4  times  152   

102       "       "     3  times  306 

203       "       "     twice  407  Total  women  aided  656 

CASH  FROM  SALE  OF  GOODS,  BY  MONTHS. 

Oct.  20  to  Dec.  1,  1887.  ..$101  18       April  |131  55 

December   Ill  58       Mav   58  40 

January,  1888   127  37       June   14  00 

February    129  17   

March   215  79  Total  |889  04 

NUMBER  OF  GARMENTS  SOLD,  BY  MONTHS. 

Oct.  20  to  Dec.  1,  1887   150       April   217 

December   295       May   233 

January   488       June   57 

February   502   

March   759  2,701 

SUMMARY. 

Total  cost  of  material  used   $919  53 

Total  sum  paid  out  for  work   1,180  20 

Total  receipts  from  sale  of  garments   889  04 

Total  cost  of  the  department   2,720  97 

Less  total  receipts  from  sale  of  garments   889  04 


Actual  cost  of  the  department  $1,831  93 
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Fresh  Air  Work,  Summer  of  1888. 
Daily  excursions  (to  Health  Home).    Women  213    Children  717 

St.  John's  Guild   "56  "  90 

Iron  Steam  Boat  Men  and         "      70  "  143 

Bartholdi  Creche   "        6  "  20 

Total  day  excursions   . . 

Health  Home,  West  Coney  Island . 
Fresh  air  (Tribune,  two  weeks^. .  . 
Health  Home,  Bath,  Long  Island . . 

Total  week  excursions  

Total  day  and  week  excursions. 


929 
146 
213 
26 


Women  35    Children  75  = 


1,314 


110 

57 
159 


326 
1,640 


APPEl^DIX  '^G." 

Wood- Yard  Tickets  Issued. 

Total  number  wood-yard  tickets  issued  from  Nov.  15,  to  April  1,  1888   616 

Of  which  were  reported  favorably  98 

*'  "  unfavorably   2 

No  report  received  516 
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Number  of  New  and  Second-Hand  Garments  given  out  to  the  poor  for  the  Year 
ending  September  30, 1888. 


1887. 


New. 

Second-hand. 

Remarks. 

  2 

31 

  8 

30 

  30 

20 

The  new  gar- 

60 

15 

ments  were  made 

.  . . .  75 

67 

in  the  Sewing-  De- 

Marcli    

  44 

30 

partment  of  the 

....  45 

56 

Association, 

  25 

20 

June  

  18 

6 

July  

3 

. .  ..  14 

The  second- 

  34 

12 

hand  garments 

  12 

15 

were  donated  by 

  32 

5 

institutions  and 

private  individu- 

388 

321 

als. 
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APPENDIX  ''I." 

Causes  of  Destitution  arising  iri  the  families  aided  by  the  Association, 
namely  : — 

Desertion.   2  per  cent.       Sickness   31  per  cent. 

Old  age  ....  .  .       4      "  Want  of  work.  .44  " 

Shiftlessness   6  "   

Intemperance   13      "  100  per  cent. 
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APPENDIX  "K." 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  AND  CONTRIBUTORS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
SEPTEMBER  30,  1888. 


Aaronson,  Miss  A. 

Abeel,  John  H. 

Abbott,  Mrs.  F. 

Acker,  Merrall  &  Condit 

Ackerman  &  Co. 

Adams,  Mrs.  E.  D. 

Adams,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Adriance,  Piatt  &  Co. 

Agnew,  C.  R.,  M.D. 

Aitken,  Mrs.  Ann 

Albert,  Haager  &  Waldburger 

Albro,  S.  W. 

Alden,  Mrs.  Anna  C. 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  E.  W. 

Alexander,  James  W. 

Alexander,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Alexander,  William 

Alexandre,  Mrs.  J. 

Alexandre,  F.  &  Sons 

Allen,  Mrs.  Fannie  A. 

Allen,  W.  F. 

Almy,  Fred. 

Alsop,  Mrs.  Annie  E. 

Alvord,  Mrs.  A.  A. 

Amidon,  E.  H. 

Amsinc^  G.  &  Co. 

Amsinck,  L.  E. 

Anderson,  H.  H. 

Andrews,  Constant  A. 

Andrews,  Mrs.  W.  L. 

Angell,  J.  C. 

Angell  &  Co. 

Anthony,  E. 

Applet  on,  D.  tS:  Co. 

Arnold,  Benj.  G. 

Arnold.  F.  K. 

Arnold,  Miss  F.  R. 

Arnold,  Constable  &:  Co. 

Asch  &  Jaeckel 

Astor,  Mrs.  Caroline  W. 

Astor,  John  Jacob 

Astor,  Mrs.  \^  m. 

Astor,  Mrs.  Wm.  B. 

Astor,  Wm.  W. 

Astor,  Mrs.  Wm.  W. 

Auchincloss  Bros. 

Auchincloss,  Hugh 

Auchincloss.  Joanna 

Aurhmutv,  R.  T. 

AufEmordr,  C.  A.  &  Co. 

Aver,  Mrs.  Josephine  M. 

Aymar,  Miss  E. 


Babcock,  Mrs.  M. 

Babcock.  S.  D. 

Bacon,  D.  G. 

Bailev  Chas.  D., 

BaileV,  N.  P. 

BaileV,  T.  W. 

Baker,  H.  J.  &  Bro. 

Baldwin,  C.  C. 

Baldwin,  Sexton  &:  Peterson 

Ball  &  Co. 

Ballin,  E.  S. 

Baltzer  &  Lichtenstein 

Banks,  D. 

Banks,  James  L.,  M.D. 
Baptist  Church  City  Mission 
Barber,  A.  &  Son 
Barbour  Bros.  &  Co. 
Barker,  Fordyce,  M.D. 
Barlow,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Barmore  &  Co. 
Barnes,  F.  C. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  L.  D. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Barnes  &  Merritt 
Barney,  A.  H. 
Barnev,  A.  H. 
Barney,  Mrs.  Helen  T. 
Barr,  J.  Irving. 
Barrett,  Nephews  &  Co. 
Barron,  James  S, 
Bartholomew,  F.  M, 
Barton,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Battelle,  B. 
Battelle  &  Renwick 
Baylies,  ]Mrs.  N. 
Bavlis.  Wm. 
Beebe,  Mrs.  C.  E 
Bpekman,  John  N.,  M.D. 
B-lknap,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Bell,  A.  N.,  M.D. 
Bell,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Bell,  Isaac 
Belloni,  Mrs.  L.  J. 
Belmont,  August 
Benedict  Bros. 
Benedict,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Benjamin,  Alfred,  &  Co. 
Berg  &  Bro. 
Bergamini,  E.  P. 
Bernheimer,  Mrs.  Simon 
Berry,  Richard 
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Beyer,  Geo.  H. 
Bien,  Julius,  &  Co. 
Billings,  Chester 
Bing,  Ferdinand,  Jr. 
Bishop,  Mrs.  D.  VV. 
Bishop,  J.  Adams 
Blatchford,  Samuel 
Blauvelt,  Chas.  A. 
Bliss,  Fabyan  &  Co. 
Bliss,  George 
Bloodgopd,  Mrs.  E. 
Bloodgood,  John  H. 
Blum,  H. 
Boaker,  C,  Jr. 
Bodine,  G.  M. 
Bogert,  E.  C. 
Bogert,  S.  G. 
Bond,  T.  S. 
Bonner,  E.  H.  &  Co. 
Boorman,  Miss  Anna 
Boorman,  Miss  Laura 
Boorman,  Miss  Mary 
Booth  &  Co. 
Boskowitz,  J.  &  A. 
Bovard,  Rev.  M.  Y. 
Bouvier,  M.  C. 
Bowdoin,  G.  S. 
Bowne,  John 
Bowne,  Robert 
Bowne,  Robert  S. 
Bowne,  Walter 
Bowring  &  Archibald 

Boyd,  John 

Boyd,  John  Scott 
Bradbury,  Rev.  A.  R. 

Brady,  John  R. 

Braem,  Henri  E. 

Braker,  C,  Jr. 

Brand,  James 

Brett,  M.  W. 

Brewster,  Benj. 

Brice,  Calvin  S. 

Bridge,  W.  F. 

Briggs,  M.  B. 

Brigham,  Wm.  H, 

Brinckerhoff  &  Co. 

Brodhead,  Mrs.  John  R. 

Brookfield  Linen  Company 

Brookes,  Miss  S. 

Brooks,  Rev.  Arthur,  D.D. 

Brown,  Rev.  Abbott 

Brown,  A.  C. 

Brown,  Mrs.  C.  S. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Francis  Gordon 

Brown,  Geo.  Alex. 

Brown,  Miss  Helen 

Brown,  James  M. 

Brown,  John  Crosby 

Brown,  Lewis  B, 


Brown,  L.  M. 

Brown,  Miss  M.  A.  Stewart 
Brown,  Wm.  Smith 
Brown  Bros.  &  Co. 
Bruce,  D.  W. 
Bruce,  Rev.  James  M. 
Bruen,  A  M.,  M.D. 
Brush,  Walter  F. 
Budelman,  H. 
Buel,  Samuel,  D.D. 
Bullard,  L.  M. 
BuUard,  W.  M.,  M.D. 
Bullard,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Bunker,  Mrs.  Wm.  E. 
Burdge,  Franklin 
Burke,  Mrs.  Dr. 
Burke,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Burkhalter,  C, 
Burkhalter,  S. 
Burlingham,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Burnham,  G.  W. 
Burr,  Calvin 
Busche,  Rev.  J.  F. 
Butler.  Mrs.  C. 
Butler,  Chas.  E. 
Butter  worth,  Wm.  H. 
Butterworth,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Byrd,  Geo.  H. 


Calwalader,  John  L, 
Calder,  Geo. 
Caiman,  Mrs.  Emma 
Cammann,  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Cammann,  Kate  L. 
Cammann,  D.  M.,  M  D. 
Cammann,  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Camman,  Herman  H. 
Campbell,  Henry  P. 
Campbell,  J. 
Cannon,  LeG.  B. 
Carey,  S  W. 
Carey,  W  F. 
Carey,  Mrs.  Wm.  F.,  Jr. 
Cargill,  H.  H. 
Carleton,  Wm.  F. 
Carr,  Mrs.  W. 
Carrington,  C.  S. 
Carrington,  J.  W. 
Carter,  Rev.  G.  C. 
Carter,  James  C. 
Carter,  Robert  &  Bro. 
Gary,  Mrs.  Wm.  F.,  Jr. 
Cassebeer,  Henry  A. 
Cassidy  &  Co. 
Caswell,  Hazard  &  Co. 
Cauldwell,  Wm.  A. 
Chadwick,  C.  N. 
Chamberlain,  C. 
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Chamberlain,  Chas.  C, 
Chamberlain,  J.  C. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  L. 
Chambers,  Rev.  J.  V. 
Chambers,  Rev.  T.  W.,  D.D. 
Chambers,  Mrs.  T.  W. 
Chandler,  Prof.  Chas.  F. 
Chandler,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Chandler,  Nathan 
Chandler,  Mrs.  Nathan 
Charlick,  Mrs.  G.  B. 
Chesbrough,  R.  A. 
Chisholm,  Benj.  O. 
Christern,  F.  W. 
Chrystie,  W.  F. 
Church  of  the  Strangers 
Clark,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
Clark,  B.  G. 
Clark,  C.  F. 
Clark,  George  C. 
Clark,  G.  A.,  &  Bro. 
Clark,  Hull 
Clark,  R.  Smith 
Clarkson,  L.  E. 
Clarkson,  Mrs.  Matthew 
Clarkson,  M.  &  H. 
Classon,  Julia 
Clausen,  H.,  &  Son 
Clinch,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Close,  S.  B. 
Clyde,  Wm.  P.,  &  Co. 
Coates,  J.  H. 
Cobb,  I^^-s.  M.  C. 
Cochrane,  J.  W. 
Cock,  Thos.  F.,  M.D. 
Cockcroft,  Miss  E.  V. 
Coffin,  Geo.  C. 
Coffin,  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Coffin,  Altemus  &  Co. 
Colgate,  A.  W. 
Colgate,  Bowles 
Colgate,  Robert 
Colgate,  Wm. 
Collins,  Charles 
Collins,  Miss  Ellen 
Colt,  H. 

Colvill,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Comstock,  C.  B. 
Colwell,  Wm.  H. 
Conklin,  Rev  N.  W. 
Cook,  Catherine 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Bella 
Cooks,  R.  F. 
Cooper,  Edward 
Cooper,  Miss  H. 

Cooper,  Peter,  Golden  Wedding 

Fund 
Corlies,  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Cornell,  Mrs.  G.  B. 


Cornell,  J.  M. 
Corner  Bros.  &  Co. 
Corning,  H.  K. 
Cossitt,  F.  11. 
Cotheal,  Alex.  J. 
Couch,  Mrs.  C. 
Couch,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Coudert,  F.  R. 
Coudert  Bros. 
Coursen,  H.  A. 
Cowper,  J.  R. 
Craig,  Mrs. 

Crampton,  H.  E.,  M.D. 
Crane,  Mrs.  W.  IS^. 
Creighton,  Geo.  W. 
Crosby,  Miss 
Crosby,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Crosby,  Robt.  R. 
Crow,  L.  N. 
Cruikshank,  James 
Cullum,  Gen'l  Geo.  W. 
Curtis,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Curtis,  Geo.  Wm. 
Curtis,  J.  W. 
Cutting,  R.  Fulton 
Cutting,  R.  L. 
Cutting,  Wm.  Bayard 
Cuyler,  Mrs.  M.  De  Witt 

Daly,  Judge  Chas.  P. 
Daly,  Judge  Joseph  F. 
Damon,  A.  F. 
Dana,  R.  P. 
Dash,  Bowie 

Davenport,  Rev.  James  R.,  D.D. 
Davison,  H.  J. 
Dav,  Henry 
DeBary,  Fred.,  &  Co. 
Decker,  D.  H. 
De  Forest,  Henry  G. 
De  Forest,  H.  W. 
De  Forest,  Robt.  W. 
Delafield,  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Delamater,  C  H.,  &  Co. 
Delavergne    Refrigerating  Ma- 
chine Co. 
Delmonte,  L. 
Demara,  D.  M. 
Deming,  Miss  Lucretia 
Demorest,  W.  Jennings 
Denning,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Dennv,  Thos. 
Derby,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
De  Rham  &  Co. 
De  Rliam,  Miss  Julia  A. 
Detmold,  Wm. 
Dexter,  II. 
Dickenson,  Mrs.  J. 
Dickey,  Chas.  D. 
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Dillon,  Sidney 
Dinucci  F. 

Dinsmore,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Dix,  Morgan,  D.D. 
Dodd,  J.  M. 
Dodge,  Cleveland 
Dodge,  Geo.  E. 
Dodge,  Mrs.  M.  P. 
Dodge,  William  E. 
Dodge  &  Olcott 
Dodwortli,  Mrs.  A. 
Doggett,  Mrs.  M.  D. 
Dcheny,  Miss  E. 
Dominick,  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Donald,  P.,  &  Co. 
Donohue,  Mrs.  Chas. 
Dore,  Miss  E. 
Dorman,  R.  A. 
Dosclier,  J.  H. 
Douglas  &  Brown 
Douglass,  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Dows,  David 
Dows,  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Drake,  A.  W. 
Draper,  W.  P. 
Dresler,  J.  H. 
Drexel,  Joseph  W. 
Droz,  H.  E. 
Dubois,  A.,  M.D. 
Dubois,  Katharine 
Dudley,  J.  A. 
Dun,  R.  G. 
Duncan,  D. 
Duncan's  Sons,  John 
Dunham,  James  H. 
Dupuy,  John 
Durand  &  Hawes 
Dutenhofer,  Mrs.  A. 
Dutilh,  Eugene 
Dutton,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Dwight,  John,  &  Co. 
Dwyer,  P. 

Eagle  Pencil  Company 
Earle,  Chas.  M. 
Earle,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Eaton,  D.  B. 
Eberlin,  F. 
Edgar,  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Edwards,  Alfred  L. 
Edwards,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Edwards,  Walter 
Edwards,  Wheeler  De  F. 
Ehret,  George 
Ehrman,  Mrs.  E. 
Einstein,  David  L. 
Einstein,  Mrs.  E. 
Einstein,  Hirsh  &  Co. 
Elderd,  11. 


Elliott,  John 

Ellis,  Mrs.  A. 

Ellis,  G.  W. 

Ellis,  John 

Ellsworth,  E. 

Ely,  Ambrose  K. 

Ely,  H.  S. 

Ely,  R.  S. 

Emanuel,  F. 

Emerson,  J.  W. 

Eno,  A.  R. 

Evarts,  William  M. 

Ewart,  William  E. .  &  Son 

Faber,  Mrs.  Angelica  B. 
Faber,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Faber,  E. 
Faber,  G.  W. 
Falinestock,  H.  C. 
Falconer,  W.  H. 
Fargo,  J.  C. 
Farish,  John  T. 
Faure,  John  P. 
Fayerweather  &  Ladew 
Fellows,  Mrs.  James 
Ferguson,  Edward 
Ferguson,  Miss  S. 
Field,  Benjamin  H. 
Field,  Mrs.  C.  de  P. 
Field,  Cyrus  W. 
Field,  David  Dudley 
Field,  E. 
Fifth  Ave.  Hotel 
Fisher,  Irving  R. 
Fisk,  Harvey  Edward 
Fiske,  John 
Fiske,  Josiah  M. 
Fitch,  B.,  Jr. 
Fitzgerald,  Mrs.  J.  N. 
Flagler,  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Fleischmann  &  Co. 
Flood,  Rev.  Mr. 
Flower,  R.  P. 
Folsom,  G.  W. 
Foote,  E.  B.,  M.D. 
Foote,  J.  Howard 
Forrester,  George 
Foster,  William,  &  Co. 
Fox,  A.  G. 
Frank  Bros.  &  Co. 
Eraser,  W.  Lewis 
Eraser  &  Lee 
Eraser,  Major  &  Co. 
French,  S.  B. 
Fried,  J. 
Frissell,  A.  S. 
Frost,  S. 

Frothingham,  Rev.  O.  B. 
Fruitwright,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
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Fry,  Charles  M. 
Furniss,  Miss  Susan 

Gallatin,  Albert  R. 
Gallatin,  Frederic 
Gallatin,  Jatnes 
Gallaway,  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Gardner'  H  B. 
Garner,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Gerard,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Gerdes,  John  H. 

German    Evangelical  Reformed 

Church 
German  Society 
German  Widows'  Society 
Gerry,  Elbridge  T. 
Gibbs,  T.  R. 
Gibson,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Gilbert,  F.  E. 
Godwin,  Parke 
Goelet,  Ogden 
Goelet,  Robert 
Goelet,  Mrs.  R. 
Goldschmidt,  Edward 
Goldsmith,  Henry 
Goodridge,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Goodridge,  Mrs.  Frederick 
Goodhue,  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Goodwin,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Goodwin,  James  J. 
Gordon,  Robert 
Gordon  &  Dil worth 
Gotthold  Frederick 
Gould,  Miss  Helen  M. 
Grace  Church 
Greacen,  Thomas  E. 
Gray,  Jno  A.  C. 
Green,  Mrs.  John  C. 
Green,  Martin  E. 
Greenough,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Greenwood,  I.  J. 
Griffen,  Mrs.  William  Preston 
Griffiths,  Miss  Lilian 
Griswold,  J.  N.  A. 
Grosvenor,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Gunning,  Thomas  B. 
Gurnee,  A.  C. 
Gwynne,  Miss  C.  M. 
G Wynne,  John  A. 

Hackett,  Carhart  &  Co. 
Hadden,  Miss  M.  A. 
Hadden,  Edward 
Hadden,  William  A. 
Haddock,  W.  J. 
Hahlo,  Mrs.  H. 
Hall,  Mary  L. 
Hallgarten,  J. 
Hallgarten  &  Co. 


Halliday,  M. 
Halstead,  Pearson  S. 
Halsted,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Halsted,  Jacob 
Halsted,  R.  H. 
Hamersiey,  Miss 
Hamersley,  J.  Hooker 
Hamersiey,  J.  W. 
Hamilton,  Alexander 
Hamilton,  Miss  Alice 
Hamilton,  Miss  W.  G. 
Hancy,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Hard,  A.  W. 
Harding,  Colbv  &  Co. 
Hardt,  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Hardy,  Von  Bernuth  &  Co. 
Hare,  J.  M. 
Harlow,  Mrs.  C. 
Harlow,  D.  B. 

Harmony's,  P. ,  Nephews  &  Co. 

Harney,  The  Misses 

Harper,  J.  W.,  Jr. 

Harriman,  Mrs.  O. 

Harris,  Robert 

Harris,  Mrs.  W.  D. 

Harrison,  F.  L.  &  Sister 

Harrison,  Mrs.  Francis  L. 

Harrison,  H. 

Hart,  Mrs.  L. 

Hartley  &  Graham 

Hartshorn,  Mrs  B.  M. 

Harvey,  Miss 

Harvey,  Miss  Rebecca 

Hatton,  Edward 

Hauselt,  Charles 

Havemeyer,  F.  C. 

Havens  Relief  Fund  Association 

Hawk  &  Wetherbee 

Hawkins,  Dexter  A. 

Haxturn,  Mrs.  B. 

Hayden,  Peter 

Haynes,  F.  W. 

Hearn,  James  A.,  &  Son 

Hegeman,  W.  A.  Ogden 

HridelbMch.  Mrs.  A.  M. 

Ileidelbac-h.  A.  S. 

Heinze,  Otto  &  Co. 

Held.  C.  VV. 

Hencke-n  &  Co. 

Hendricks,  E. 

Hendricks,  M.  M. 

Hendricks  B'os. 

Henschell,  Mrs.  E.  K. 

Ilenriques,  ( '.  J.  A. 

Herring  &  C  ). 

Herron  &  Spencer 

Hewitt,  A  bram  S. 

Hevvson,  J.  H. 

Hey  man,  A. 
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Hickox,  C.  R. 
Hicks,  Mrs.  M.  F. 
Hidden.  T.  B. 
Hildick,  A.  H. 
Hillier,  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Hills  Bros. 
Hinman,  W.  K. 
Hinriclis,  C.  F.  A. 
Hitchcock,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Hitchcock,  Darling  &  Co. 
Hoch,  Mrs.  Fred. 
Hodgman,  Mrs.  Gr.  F. 
Hoe,  Mrs.  Robert,  Jr. 
Hoe,  R.,  &  Co. 
Hoffman,  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Hoffman,  L.  V. 
Hoffman,  Mrs.  G.  R. 
Holbrook,  L. 
Holden,  Catherine  G. 
Holland,  E.  L. 
Holland,  Thomas 
Holt,  H.  N. 
Holt  &  Co. 

Holy  Trinity  Church,  Harlem 
Homans,  E.  C. 
Home  of  the  Friendless 
Hopkins,  Mrs.  Edward 
Hopkins,  F.  S. 
Hopkins,  Col.  W.  R. 
Houch,  Mrs.  Caroline 
Houghton,  Rev.  G.  H. 
Howells,  H.  C.  &  Co. 
Howland,  Mrs.  G.  G. 
Hoyt  Bros. 
Hoyt,  Geo.  W. 
Hubbard,  Mrs.  T.  H. 
Huesmann  &  Co. 
Humphrey,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Hunter,  C.  F. 
Hunter,  Mrs.  J.  B 
Hunter,  W.  C. 
Huntington,  C.  P. 
Huntington,  W.  R.,  D.D. 
Hurlburt,  Rev,  M.  A. 
Hurry.  Edmund  Abdy 
Huss,  L.  B. 
Hustace,  William 
Hustace,  Mrs.  William 
Hutton,  Mrs.  F.  R. 
Hyde,  H.  B. 
Hyde  &  Burton 
Hyde's  Sons,  J.  E. 

Ireland,  John  B. 
Irvin,  Richard 
Irving,  Mrs. 
Iselin,  Adrian 
Iselin,  Neeser  &  Co. 
Isham,  W.  B. 


Jackson,  Lewis  E. 
Jackson,  W.  H.,  M.D. 
Jackson,  W.  H.  &  Co. 
Jacob,  L. 
Jaffray,  Robert 
James,  D.  Willis 
James,  Mrs.  Ellen  S. 
Janes,  E.  H.,  M.D. 
Jaques,  D.  R. 
Jaques,  Miss  E.  S. 
Jaques,  Eden  S. 
Jarvis,  George  W. 
Jaudon,  Miss  Lucy  B. 
Jay,  John 
Jenkins,  S.  F. 
Jennings,  F.  B. 
Jesup,  Morris  K. 
Johnson,  J.  E. 
Johnson,  Woolsey,  M.D. 
Johnson,  W.  W. 
Johnson  Bros. 
Johnston,  John  Taylor 
Jones,  Mrs.  G.  T. 
Jones,  Geo. 
Jones,  James  H. 
Jones,  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Jones,  S.  W. 
Jones,  Wm. 
Joslin,  Sarah  S. 
Judson,  Rev.  Edward 
Judson,  B.  N.,  M.D. 

Kane,  John  K. 
Kanenbly,  August,  Jr. 
Kearney,  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Keary,  P.  J.,  &  Bro. 
Keator,  Mrs.  T. 
Keck,  Thomas 
Keck,  Mosser  &  Co. 
Kell  &  Company 
Keller,  John  J.,  &  Co. 
Kennedy,  H.  Van  R. 
Kennedy,  John  S. 
Kernochan,  J.  F. 
Kerr,  Mrs.  Amelia 
Keteltas,  Mrs.  Alice 
Kiggins,  Isaac  C. 
King,  A.  G. 
King,  Alex.,  &  Co. 
King,  James  G. 
King,  Mrs.  John 
King,  Richard 
Kingsland,  A.  C. 
Kingsland,  Mrs.  Geo.  L. 
Kingsland,  H.  V. 
Kip,  Geo.  G. 
Kirkland,  Mrs. 
Kneeland,  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Knight,  Geo.  T. 
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Knox,  J.  M. 
Kolinstamm,  H.,  &  Co. 
Kress  Brewing  Co. 
Kunhardt  &  Co. 
Kurslieedt,  F.  A. 
Kuttroff,  Mrs.  Adolf 

La  Montagne,  Mrs.  E.,  Jr. 

Landon,  Chas.  G. 

Lang,  Alexander 

Langdon,  Mrs.  Helen 

Langdon,  Woodbury  G, 

Lanier,  Mrs.  J.  F.  D. 

Laracy,  Miss  Ellen 

Law,  Rev.  Sidney  G. 

Lawrence,  Miss 

Lawrence,  Geo.  N. 

Lawrence,  Henry  E. 

Lawrence,  J.  S.,  M.D. 

Lawrence,  Robert  H. 

Lawrence,  Robert  Hoe 

Lazarus,  A.  S.,  &  Co. 

Lazell,  Dalley  &  Co. 

Lazell,  Marsh  &  Gardiner 

Leacroft,  C.  R. 

Leavitt,  G.  A.,  &  Co. 

Leavitt,  Henrv  S. 

Leavitt,  Mrs.  H.  S. 

Lee,  Miss  Alleine 

Lee,  W.  Creigliton 

Lee,  Edward 

Lee  &  Co. 

Legg,  JVJrs.  Geo. 

Leggett,  F.  H. 

Lenox,  Miss  H.  A. 

Lentilhon,  J. 

Le  Roy,  Wm.  E. 

Lester,  D.  B.  &  H.  M. 

Lester,  J.  W.,  &  Co. 

Leuder,  A. 

Lewis,  R.  A. 

Lewis  Bros.  &  Co. 

Lewis  &  Conger 

Lienau,  M.,  &  Co. 

Lincoln,  Lowell 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  R.  P. 

Linde,  Mrs.  J.  J.^ 

Livingston,  Mrs.  Cambridge 

Livingston,  Edward 

Livingston,  J.  I. 

Livingston,  Maturin 

Livingston,  Mrs.  R.  E. 

Livingston,  Robert  J. 

Lockwood,  Miss  Florence 

Lock  wood,  Geo.  R. 

Lockwood,  John  L. 

Loeb  &  Schoenfeld 

London  &  Liverpool  Clothing  Co. 

Long,  S.  S.,  &  Bro. 


Lord,  D.  D. 
Lord,  Geo  De  F. 
Lord,  Mrs.  Hicks 
Lord  &  Taylor 
Lorillard,  P. 
Loud,  W.  H.,  &  Co. 
Low,  A.  A.,  &  Bros. 
Low,  Harriman  &  Co. 
Lowell,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Ludlam,  Geo.  P. 
Ludlow,  E.  H. 
Ludlow,  John  R. 
Lusk,  W.  T.,  M.D. 
Lusk,  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Lynch,  Miss 

Maas,  Wm.,  &  Co. 
McAlister,  Mrs. 
McBurney,  Mrs.  C. 
McClure,  Wm. 
McClure,  Wm. 
McCurdy,  R.  H. 
McDowell,  Pierce  &  Co. 
McElvain,  Miss  L.  S. 
McGee,  James 
Mclntyre,  Mrs.  E. 
McKee,  Mrs.  Eliza 
McKee,  James 
McKesson,  John 
McKim,  H. 
McKim,  J.  H. 
McLachlan,  Miss 
McMichael,  Wm. 
McMullen,  Thos. 
McMurtry,  G.  A. 
Macy,  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Maghee,  Mrs.  S.  P. 
]\Iaitland,  Miss  E.  S. 
Maitland,  Thomas 
Major,  Mrs.  Jane 
Mali,  H  W.  T.,  &  Co. 
Mammelsdorf  Bros.  &  C( 
Man,  Albon  P. 
Manning,  H.  A. 
March,  P.  S. 
Marie,  Peter 
Markoe,  T.  M.,  M.D. 
Marquand,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Marscliing,  J.,  &  Co. 
Marshall,  Chas.  H. 
Marshall,  Robert 
IMartin,  Mrs.  W.  R.  H. 
Mason  James  Weir 
Mather,  Rev.  ^Ir. 
Mathews,  A. 
Mathews,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Mat  tea  wan  Mfg.  Co. 
Matthiessen.  F.  O. 
Maurice,  John  R. 
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Mead,  Edwin 
Mead,  Theo.  H. 
Meliler,  E. 

Meissner,  Ackermann  &  Co. 
Merian,  J.  J. 
Merian,  Miss,  A.  L. 
Merrick,  Mrs.  E. 
Merrill,  Mrs.  Payson 
Merritt,  Miss  E. ' 
Merritt,  Hiram 
Messenger,  Joseph,  M.D. 
Metcalfe,  J.  T.,  M.D. 
Meyer,  Mrs.  C. 
Middleton  &  Co. 
Miller,  Geo.  C. 
]y[iller,  Mrs.  M.  A, 
]y[iller,  Philip  S. 
]y[iller,  Wm.  Starr 
Mills,  D.  O. 
Mills  &  Co. 
Mills,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Minturn,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Minturn,  Robert  B. 
Mitchell.  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Moffet,  James  G. 
Moir,  William 
Montanye,  W.  H. 
Montgomery,  Mrs.  C.  V. 
Moran  Bros. 
Moore,  Charles  B. 
Moore,  W.  H.  H. 
Moore's  Sons,  J.  P. 
Moorhouse,  Rev.  A.  C. 
Morgan,  Mrs. 
Morgan,  Mrs.  Charles 

Morgan,  E.  D  ,  &  Co. 

Morgan,  G.  H. 

Morgan,  Mrs.  P.  0. 

Morrell,  T. 

Morris,  Mrs. 

Morris,  Miss  E.  C. 

Morris,  Henry  Lewis 

Morris,  H.  M. 

Mortimer,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Mortimer,  Richard 

Mortimer,  Mrs.  W.  Y. 

Morton  John 

Morton,  Bliss  &  Co. 

Mosle  Bros. 

Mossman,  Mrs.  N.  A. 

Mott,  Mrs.  J.  L.  B. 

Mott,  William  F. 

Mottet,  Rev.  H.  H.,  D.D. 

Mount  Morris  Baptist  Church 

MuUer  &  Kruger 

Muller,  Schall  &  Co. 

Munn,  C.  A. 

Munn,  O.  D. 

Murray,  Bronson 


Naumburg,  Kraus,  Lauer  &  Co. 

Naylor  &  Co. 

Neely,  Miss 

Neely,  Miss  F. 

Neill,  Mrs.  H.  O. 

Nelson,  Thomas,  &  Sons 

Nesbitt,  Mrs.  Geo.  F. 

Nesbitt,  Miss  S.  M. 

Nevis,  H.  C,  Jr. 

Nevius,  P.  I. 

Newman,  Mrs.  E.  G. 

Norris,  Mrs.  J. 

Norris,  J.  P. 

North,  Thomas  M. 

Noyes,  Henry  D.,  M.D. 

Noyes,  Mrs.  Julia  F. 

Nutting,  T.  B.,  Jr. 

Oakman,  Mrs.  W.  G. 

Oberndorf  &  Frank 

Oelriclis  &  Co. 

Ogden,  C.  W. 

Ogden,  J. 

Ogden,  Mrs  J.  D. 

Ogden,  Mrs.  S.  Cornell 

Olin,  Stephen  H. 

Olmsted,  Mrs.  C.  L. 

Oothout,  Mrs.  W.  Jr. 

Opdyke,  Mrs.  M.  E.  P. 

Opdyke,  William  S. 

Opdyke,  Mrs.  W.  S. 

Openhym,  William,  &  Sons 

O'Sullivan,  Miss  K.  M. 

Ovington,  Mrs.  M.  N. 

Owens,  Mrs.  W.  W. 

Palmer,  Frederick  T. ,  Estate  of 

Pancoast,  George 

Parish,  Henry 

Park,  Rufus 

Parker,  J.  V. 

Parkhurst.  Mrs.  C.  H. 

Parkin,  W.  W. 

Parsell,  H.  V. 

Parsons,  William  B. 

Parsons,  Mrs.  W.  B.,  Jr. 

Paskett,  Thomas 

Passavant  &  Co. 

Paton,  John 

Patton,  Vickers  &  Co. 

Peabody,  Charles  A. 

Pearson,  Mrs.  F. 

Peck,  C.  C. 

Peek,  Eben 

Pell,  Alfred 

Pell,  Mrs.  A.  C. 

Pell,  Mrs.  H. 

Pell,  J.  H. 

Pellew,  Henry  E. 

Pellew,  Mrs.  Henry  E. 

Penfold,  Miss  P. 


1888] 


FORTY-FIFTH   ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Perkins,  Rev.  Newton 
Perkins,  Goodwin  &  Co. 
Peters,  George  A.,  M.D. 
Peters,  J.  C,  M.D. 
Phelps,  Isaac  N. 
Phillips,  Miss  M. 
Phipps,  W.  W. 
Pierson,  Miss  A.  E. 
Pierson,  Charles  E. 
Pierson,  Charles  J. 
Pierson,  H.  L. 
Pierson,  J.  S. 
Pinchot,  James  W. 
Pitcher,  James  E,. 
Piatt,  John  H. 
Plock  &  Co. 
Plonskv  &  Simon 
Polk,  Dr. 
Porter,  John  S. 
Post,  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Post,  Mary  L.,  Treas. 
Post,  Mrs.  William 
Potosky  &  Staadeker 
Potter,  Howard 
Potter,  H.  A. 

Potter,  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C,  D.D. 
Potter,  Rt.  Rev.  Horatio,  D.D. 

LL.  D. 
Potts,  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Powers,  William  P. 
Powers,  D.,  &  Sons 
Price,  John 
Prime,  Frederick 
Prime,#Mary  R. 
Prime,  Rufus 
Prosser,  Thomas,  &  Sons 
Pardon,  James 
Purdy,  J.  H. 
Purdy,  L.  R. 
Pyle,  James,  &  Sons 

Rafferty  &  Williams 

Ralli  Bros. 

Ramsay,  Mrs.  V. 

Rand,  George  C. 

Rand,  Rev.  W.  W.,  D.D. 

Rawlins,  Samuel 

Ray,  Robert 

Raymond,  Mrs.  Henry  J. 
Raynolds,  C.  T. 
Raynor,  Samuel 
Reed,  Isaac  H. 
Redmond,  Geo.  H. 
Reeve,  Henry 
Regenhard,  Shevill  &  Co. 
Remsen,  William 
Renwick,  E.  S. 
Renwick,  James 
Reusens,  G. 


Rheinboldt,  Herman 
Rhinelander,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Rhine] ander,  Miss  S. 
Rich,  Isaac  V. 
Richards,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Richards,  H.  M. 
Ridley,  Edward,  &,  Sons 
Riley,  E. 
Rivers,  George  L. 
Robb,  J.  Hampden 
Robbins,  A.  S. 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  G.  A. 
Robbins  &  Appleton 
Roberts,  Mrs.  G. 
Roberts,  John  J.,  D.D. 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Susan  L. 
Robertson,  L.  A. 
Robertson,  Mrs.  E. 
Robinson,  Edward 
Robinson,  Miss  M.  A. 
RochoU,  H. 
Rockefeller,  John  D. 
Roos,  August,  &  Son 
Roosa,  D.  B.  St.  John,  M.D. 
Roosevelt,  J.  A. 
Roosevelt,  J.  R. 
Rose,  Mrs.  Sarah  B. 
Ross,  Alexander  M. 
Rothschild,  V.  Henry 
Rothschild,  Henry.  &  Co. 
Rothschild  Bros.  &  Co. 
Routledge,  George,  &  Sons 
Roux,  Alexander 
Rowland,  Thomas  F. 
Ruhl,  C.  H. 
Rusch,  Adolph 
Russell,  C.  A. 
Russell,  Miss  Jennie 
Russell,  Thomas 
Ruszits,  John 
Rutherford,  L.  M. 
Ryerson  &  Brown 


Sabine,  G.  A.,  M.D. 
Sackett,  Mrs.  A.  T. 
Sage,  Russell 
St.  James  P.  E.  Church 
Sallenbach,  H. 
Salomon,  Edward 
Sands,  P.  J. 
Sands,  Samuel  S. 
Sands,  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Satterlee,  F.  Le  Roy,  M.D. 
Saul,  Julius,  &  Son 
Sawyer,  Burt  &  Manning 
Sawyer,  "Wallace  &  Co. 
Saxton,  John 
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Sayre,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Schaffer,  Mrs.  M. 
Schaus,  William 
Scheitlin,  E. 

Scliermerliorn,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Schermerliorn,  W.  C. 
ScbiefEelin,  H.  M. 
Scliieffelin,  S.  A. 
SchiefEelin,  S.  B. 
Schiff,  Jacob  H. 
Sclimiltlienner,  W.  A. 
SchofE,  Faircbild  &  Co. 
ScboverliDg,  Daly  &  Gales 
Schumaclier,  E. 
Schuyler,  Miss  Q. 
Schuyler,  Miss  L.  L. 
Schuyler,  Philip 
Schwab,  Rev.  L.  H. 
Schwartz,  Mrs.  F.  O. 
Scriven,  J.  H. 
Scrymser,  James  A. 
Seabury,  C.  B. 
Seaich,  Joseph 
Seguin,  E.  C,  M.D. 
Seligman,  Mrs.  F.  N. 
Sexton,  A.  W. 
Shafer,  Mrs.  S. 
Shainwald,  Mrs.  Ralph  L. 
Shaw,  William  A. 
Sbeldon,  F. 
Shepard,  Elliot  F. 
Sherman,  Geo. 
Sherman,  Mrs.  Cornelia 
Shoemaker,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Shoenberger,  J.  H. 
Shumway,  Miss  C.  B. 
Sidell,  Miss  E. 
Simmons,  John 
Sims,  J.  M. 
Sinclair,  Mrs. 
Sinclair,  John 
Sing,  Mrs.  A. 
Slade,  John  M. 
Slay  back,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Sloane,  Mrs.  T.  C. 
Sloane,  W.  D. 
Smith,  Rev.  Cornelius  B. 
Smith,  C.  D,  M  D. 
Smith,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Smith,  Gouverneur  M,,  M.D. 
Smth,  Mrs.  G.  R. 
Smith,  Isaac  E. 
Smith,  J.  J. 
Smith,  N.  Denton 
Smith,  Mrs.  D.  H. 
Smith,  Mrs.  St.  C. 
Smith,  Stephen,  M.  D. 
Smith,  T.  Franklin,  M.D. 
Smith,  William  Alexander 


Sneden,  John 
Soubirons,  A. 
Southmayd.  Charles  F. 
Spaulding,  Henry  F. 
Speyer  &  Co. 
Spies,  A.  W. 
Spring,  Miss  Susan  B. 
Stamford  Mfg.  Co 
Stanton,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Stearns,  J.  N.  &  Co. 
Steers,  A. 
Stegman,  C. 
Steinway,  F.  F. 
Stern,  Simon  H. 
Stetson,  Mrs.  V.  L. 
Stevens,  Frederick  W. 
Stevens,  John  R. 
Stevenson,  Prof.  J.  J. 
Stewart,  David 
Stewart,  Mrs.  Lispenard 
Stewart,  W.  A.  W. 
St.  Mark's  Church 
Stickney,  J. 
Stiefel,  Sam 
Stokes,  Anson  P. 
Stokes,  Caroline  P. 
Stone,  Sumner  R. 
St.  George's  Society 
St.  James  P.  E.  Church 
St.  Thomas  Church 
Street,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Strong,  C.  E. 
Strong,  Josiah,  D.D. 
Strong,  William  L. 
Stuart,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Sturges,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Sturgis,  F.  R.,  M.D. 
Sturtevant,  Miss  C. 
Stuyvesant,  Rutherfurd 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  A.  T. 
Suydam,  Walter  L. 
Swayne,  Gen.  Wager 
Sweetser,  L.  C. 
Swords,  A.  S. 
Swords,  Henry  C. 
Syms,  W.  J. 

Tailer,  E.  N. 
Talbot  &  Phillips 
Talcott,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Talcott,  James 
Talmadge,  Henry,  &  Co. 
Talmage,  Dan 
Talmage's,  Dan,  Sons 
Tappen,  F.  D. 
Tatham  &l  Bros. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Terbell,  H.  S. 
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Terry,  Rev.  l^avid 
Thackeray,  Richard 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Thomas,  T.  G.,  M.D. 
Thomas,  Mrs.  T.  G. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  David 
Thompson,  Miss  E. 
Thompson,  F.  F. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Thomson,  Miss  H. 
Thorn,  W.  K. 
Thorne,  Jonathan 
Thorne,  P.  A. 
Thorne,  William 
Throop,  Montgomery  H. 
Thurber,  F.  B. 
Tiemann,  D.  F.,  &  Co. 
Tiffany,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Tiffany  &  Co. 
Tileston,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Tisdale,  Mrs.  J. 
Titus,  James  H. 
Titus,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Tod,  J.  Kennedy 
Tooker,  C.  P. 
Topping,  William,  &  Co. 
Torrey,  Joseph 
Tower  Mfg.  Co. 
Townsend.  Wm.  H. 
Tracy,  Chas.  Edward 
Trowbridge,  A.  H. 
Trowbridge,  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Trowbridge,  I.  W. 
Trowbridgef  J.  A. 
Trowbridge,  Julia  A. 
Tuck,  Henry,  M.D. 
Tucker,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Turnbull,  Mrs.  C.  P. 
TwoomblT,  H.  M. 
Tyrrell,  J.  F.,  &  Co. 

Underhill,  Edgar  S. 
Underbill,  T.  B. 
Underwood,  I.  T. 

^^il,  James  E.  J.,  &  Co. 
^^SlVi  Arsdale,  John 
Van  Beuren,  Mrs.  S. 
Van  Brunt,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Vanderbilt,  C. 
Vanderbilt,  Mrs. 
Vanderpoel,  A.  Ernest 
Vanderpoel.  Mrs.  S.  O. 
Vandusen,  Miss  A. 
Vandusen,  Mrs.  Sarah  Grace 
Van  Xest,  A.  R.  ' 
Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  H. 
Van  Santvoord,  C. 
Van  Sicklen,  Sarah  S. 


Van  Voorhis,  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Van  Wagenen,  B. 
Van  Wagenen,  Mrs.  B. 
Van  Winkle,  Miss 
Van  Winkle,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Vernon  Bros.  &  Co. 
Vietor  &  Achelis 
Villard,  H. 
Vombaur,  C.  M. 
Von  Beirmuth,  Mrs.  F. 
Von  Hoffmann,  L.,  &  Co. 

Waddington,  George 
Wadsworth,  Julius 
Wagner,  Mrs.  J. 
Waldo,  Mrs. 
Walker,  H.  F. 
Walker,  Mrs.  Mary  B, 
Wallace,  Mrs.  J. 
Wallace,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Walter,  Mrs.  R. 
Wandell,  Mrs.  B.  C. 
Warburg,  E.,  «&  Co. 
Warburton,  A.  F. 
Ward,  Mrs.  Elijah 
Ward,  Mrs.  M.  H. 
Warner,  L.  C, 
Warner,  Peter  R. 
Warner  Bros. 
Warren,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Warren,  Fuller  &  Lange 
Watjen,  Toel  &  Co. 
Watson,  John 
Webb,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Weber,  L.,  M.D. 
Weed,  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Weeks,  Francis  H. 
Weir,  Mrs.  R.  F. 
Welling,  Chas.  H. 
Wendell,  Jacob 
Wendell,  Miss  Susan  H. 
West,  Henry  P. 
Weston  k  De  Billier 
West  Point  Foundry 
Wheeler,  Everett  P. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Wheeler,  Miss  Winifred  F. 
Whitall,  Sarah  H. 
White,  F.  T.,  &  Co. 
White,  Julian  LeRoy 
White,  Matthew 
Whitehead.  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  M.  S. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  William 
Whittemore,  W.  T. 
Wicke,  Wm. 
Wickham,  W.  H. 
Wiedemeyer,  Mrs.  W,  C. 
Wiggin,  Augustus 
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Wightman  &  Co. 
Wilcox,  Miss  R.  A. 
Wilcox  &  Gibbs  S.  M.  Co. 
Wilde,  James,  Jr.,  &  Co. 
Wildes,  Samuel,  &  Son 
Wilkes,  The  Misses 
Willets,  John  T. 
Willets,  Mrs.  Lydia 
Willets,  Miss  Maria 
Willets,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Williams,  George  G. 
Williams,  S.  C. 
Williamson,  D.  D, 
Willis,  W.  P.  &  Co. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Wimpfheimer,  A.,  &  Bros. 
Winston,  F.  S. 
Winslow,  Edward 
Winslow,  Mrs.  Edward 
Winthrop,  Benjamin 
Winthrop,  Buchanan 
"Winthrop,  Mrs.  Greenville 
Winthrop,  Mrs.  H.  R. 
Winthrop,  Robert 
Witherell,  N. 


Witson,  C.  S. 
Woerishoffer,  Mrs.  Anna 
Wolcot,  Mrs.  L. 
Wolf,  Mrs.  Christopher 
Wolfe,  Mrs.  John 
WolfE,  Mrs,  A. 
Wood,  E. 
Wood,  Wm. 
Wood,  Wm.  H.  S. 
Woods,  John  H. 
Woods,  Justus  0. 
Woods  worth,  H.  A. 
Work,  James  H. 
Work.  John  C. 
Wormser,  Mrs.  J. 
Wright,  S.  M 
WyckofE,  H.  A. 
Wylie,  Mrs.  W.  G. 

Young,  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Young,  Ladd  &  Coffin 

Zabriskie,  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
ZoUikofFer,  Oscar 


